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01 Chapter 1 

Verse 1
I. SOLOMON'S INSTRUCTIONS TO HIS SONS (Proverbs 1-9)
"Here we have the title and purpose of Proverbs (Proverbs 1:1-7), the admonition to heed parental instruction (Proverbs 1:8-9), the necessity of avoiding evil companions (Proverbs 1:10-19), and the warnings by which Wisdom cries aloud to all men (Proverbs 1:20-31)."[1]
Proverbs 1:1-7
"The proverbs of Solomon the son of
David, the king of Israel:

To know wisdom and instruction;

To discern the words of understanding;

To receive instruction in wise dealing,

In righteousness, justice and equity;

To give prudence to the simple,

To the young man knowledge and discretion:

That the wise man may hear, and increase in learning;

And that the man of understanding may attain unto sound counsels:

To understand a proverb, and a figure,

The words of the wise, and their dark sayings.

The fear of Jehovah is the beginning of knowledge;

But the foolish despise wisdom and instruction."

"Some commentators interpret these words as the introduction to the whole book";[2] but, they are a kind of prelude to this first portion. However, it is also true that they stand appropriately enough as a fitting introduction to the whole book. Right here, we have a statement of what the Book of Proverbs is all about.

There are several words in these verses that, although not exactly synonyms, are nevertheless directly related to wisdom; and in its totality, "That wisdom is the Divine science by which men are enabled to discern their best end and to know how to pursue it by the most proper means."[3]
"Wisdom" (Proverbs 1:2). "Wisdom is the ability to use knowledge aright."[4] The Christian has a great advantage over those who were guided by the Old Testament.; because, "For of him (God) are ye in Christ Jesus, who was made unto us wisdom from God. and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption" (1 Corinthians 1:30).

"Instruction" (Proverbs 1:2). "This word appears twenty-six times in Proverbs, and the same Hebrew word is translated chasten."[5] The true meaning of the term in this context is discipline! This is that particular wisdom, the lack of the knowledge of which has ruined our entire generation. Parents, disobeying the Divine injunction regarding the disciplining of their offspring, are rearing animals instead of men and women; and from this failure in thousands of instances today, our children have become haters and even killers of their own parents.

"Prudence to the simple" (Proverbs 1:4). Prudence is a quality of wisdom that takes into account the future consequences of one's behavior. Foresight and forethought are among the synonyms.[6] "The simple here is not a reference to a simpleton. The word is used fourteen times in Proverbs; and it designates the opposite of a moral man. It does not mean a simpleton in our use of the term, but a sinner, a rascal."[7]
"Knowledge" (Proverbs 1:4). Knowledge primarily means information of any kind; but in Proverbs the knowledge that is advocated is beneficial, especially as it pertains to the desirable relationship that a Christian has with the Creator and with his fellow-humans.

"Discretion" (Proverbs 1:4). Here is a quality of wisdom that has respect for what is desirable and appropriate as contrasted with that which is opposite. Especially, it regards the feelings and circumstances of others who may see our actions or hear our words.

"Learning" (Proverbs 1:5). Learning implies the ability to execute, practice, or apply information. One may have a theoretical knowledge of how to play baseball; but no one ever learned to play the game: without practice. The very word "hear" as used in the Old Testament carries the imperative "to obey."

"Sound counsels" (Proverbs 1:5). As any attorney will admit, `There is no knowledge as important as the knowledge of where to find it'! The true wisdom lies in the recognition of Him who alone is Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace, even the blessed Savior himself. The Bible is the place of sound counsels, especially the New Testament

"Understanding" (Proverbs 1:2,6). True wisdom, in the last analysis, carries with it a dominant ingredient of what is commonly called horse sense, or just plain common sense; and the reader will find an incredibly large measure of this very thing in Proverbs. As Willard said, "God, in the Book of Proverbs, has made his divine will more easily understood."[8]
"The fear of Jehovah is the beginning of knowledge" (Proverbs 1:7). W. J. Deane noted that, "Most commentators regard this clause as the motto or symbol of the whole book,"[9] and we heartily agree with this. Also, the alternative reading in the American Standard Version is most appropriate, "The fear of Jehovah is the chief part of wisdom." As Adam Clarke stated it, "No man can ever become truly wise, who does not begin with God, the fountain of wisdom; and he whose mind is influenced by the fear and love of God will learn more in a month than others will in a year."[10]
"The fear of Jehovah" (Proverbs 1:7). This is not a reference to abject craven fear, or terror, but to the awesome respect, honor, and deference to God and his will which automatically come to every mind that contemplates the omnipotence, glory, and holiness of Almighty God. "This expression is found fourteen times in Proverbs."[11]
Other scriptures where similar thoughts are written include: Isaiah 11:2,3; Psalms 2:11; Job 28:28; and Proverbs 8:13.

Verse 8
COMMAND TO HEED PARENTAL INSTRUCTIONS
"My son, hear the instruction of thy father,
And forsake not the law of thy mother:

For they shall be a chaplet of grace unto thy head,

And chains about thy neck."

Ephesians 6:1-4 incorporates this proverb into the gospel of the Son of God; and any society that tolerates and encourages the disrespectful and disobedient behavior of children toward their parents will invariably reap bitter fruits of it. The sacred promise of God himself to obedient children is length of life and a condition of well-being. Despite the fact that "Time and chance happen unto all men," many a man, including this writer, can bear witness of God's truth in these magnificent promises.

"A chaplet ... and chains about thy neck" (Proverbs 1:9). "To the Israelite's mind, no signs or badges of joy or glory were higher in worth than the garland around the head, or the gold chain around the neck, worn by kings and their favorites (Genesis 41:42; Daniel 5:29)."[12] The meaning of this is that there is a loving grace that rests upon respectful and obedient children which is comparable to the highest honor that even kings may pay to their favorites.

Verse 10
REGARDING THE AVOIDANCE OF EVIL COMPANIONS
"My son, if sinners entice thee,
Consent thou not.

If they say, Come with us,

Let us lay wait for blood;

Let us lurk privily for the innocent without cause;

Let us swallow them up alive as Sheol,

And whole, as those that go down into the pit;

We shall find all precious substance;

We shall fill our house with spoil;

Thou shalt cast thy lot among us;

We will all have one purse:

My son, walk not thou in the way with them;

Refrain thy foot from their path:

For their feet run to evil,

And they make haste to shed blood.

For in vain is the net spread

In the sight of any bird:

And these lay wait for their own blood;

They lurk privily for their own lives.

So are the ways of every one that is greedy of gain;

It taketh away the life of the owners thereof."

"If sinners entice thee, consent thou not" (Proverbs 1:10), "There are two Hebrew words for `sinners,' `peccantes', `sinners' as a generic designation of the human race, in the sense that, `All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God' (Romans 3:23), and `peccatores', those who sin knowingly, habitually, willfully and maliciously, who are given over entirely to iniquity, and who persuade others to follow their wicked example."[13] It is this second word for sinners that is used here (Proverbs 1:11).

"Come with us" (Proverbs 1:11). Here is the basic appeal that wicked gangs have always made to the young. "The appeal is to that instinctive desire to be `one of the gang.'"[14] It is the gregarious instinct, a basic ingredient in all human life. It is that `sense of belonging' that is able to create and sustain the youthful wicked gangs that flourish in every great city. It is that same instinct that aids in forging and maintaining Christian fellowship in a church; and successful churches are diligent to make sure that every member, (especially new ones), is made to feel absolutely secure as `really belonging' to the group.

"Let us swallow them up as Sheol" (Proverbs 1:12). "This is an allusion to the fate of Korah and his company (Numbers 16:30-33),"[15] who were swallowed up in the earth following their rebellion.

"Cast thy lot among us; we will all have one purse" (Proverbs 1:14). This meant, "Be a "pater conjuratus" (a sworn brother), and thou shalt have an equal share of all the spoil."[16] Promises such as these effectually blind the eyes of the young and ignorant; and little do they understand that becoming a `sworn brother' of a gang of outlaws is an extremely foolish and deadly mistake. All such gangs, as the notorious Mafia, for example, enforce their control by malicious and wholesale murder. The stupid fool who consents to accept their invitation is not only signing his own death warrant; but at the same time, he is accepting for himself the most brutal and demanding discipline imaginable, with no possibility whatever of ever getting out of it, except in a coffin! Being accepted as 'one of the gang' in a fellowship like that constitutes an abject surrender to Satan himself.

"In vain is the net spread in the sight of any bird" (Proverbs 1:17). "Even a bird can look after its own interest better than those fools who blindly enter such a fellowship with the wicked."[17] That blindness is pointed in Proverbs 1:18.

"They lay wait for their own blood ... lurk privily for their own lives" (Proverbs 1:18). "All history confirms the truth of these words."[18]
The metaphor of the net spread for birds is variously interpreted, but we have followed the text as it appears here. Cook pointed out that, "Another view is that, `In vain is the net spread openly before the birds', thus teaching that the warning, open and visible as it is, is in vain. The birds still fly in! Thus the great net of God's judgment is spread out for all to see; yet the doers of evil, willfully blind, still rush in to their own destruction."[19] Of course, either way the metaphor is interpreted, the truth is illustrated.

Verse 20
WISDOM (PERSONIFIED) CRIES OUT WARNING; BUT MEN HEED IT NOT
"Wisdom crieth aloud in the street.
She uttereth her voice in the broad places;

She crieth in the chief place of concourse;

At the entrance of the gates,

In the city she uttereth her words:

How long, ye simple ones, will ye love simplicity?

And scoffers delight them in scoffing,

And fools hate knowledge?

Turn you, at my reproof:

Behold, I will pour out my spirit upon you;

I will make known my words unto you.

Because I have called, and ye have refused;

I have stretched out my hand, and no man hath regarded;

But ye have set at naught all my counsel,

And would none of my reproof:

I also will laugh in the day of your calamity;

I will mock when your fear cometh;

When your fear cometh as a storm,

And your calamity cometh as a whirlwind;

When distress and anguish come unto you.

Then will they call upon me, but I will not answer;

They will seek me diligently, but they shall not find me.

For that they hated knowledge,

And did not choose the fear of Jehovah,

They would none of my counsel,

They despised all my reproof.

Therefore shall they eat of the fruit of their own way,

And be filled with their own devices.

For the backsliding of the simple shall slay them,

And the careless ease of fools shall destroy them.

But whoso hearkeneth unto me shall dwell securely,

And shall be quiet without fear of evil."

"I will pour out my spirit upon you" (Proverbs 1:23). Jamieson suggested that there is a reference here to the spirit of Christ, that is, the Holy Spirit;[20] and there are a number of considerations that support this view. (1) Paul has told us that Christ is indeed "our wisdom" (1 Corinthians 1:30); and (2) the Hebrew word here indicating the personification of Wisdom is "a plural noun,"[21] suggesting the doctrine of the Trinity. The fact of that noun's being feminine does not support this idea; but (3) as Cook pointed out, "The teaching of the Divine Wisdom is essentially the same as that of the Divine Word (John 7:38-39), namely, repentance and conversion. That is what she calls the simple to do."[22]
"I also will laugh in the day of your calamity ... mock when your fear cometh" (Proverbs 1:26). Scholars stress that in the New Testament, while there is certainly, "Sadness, sternness and severity, there is found no word of mere derision";[23] and, while this is true enough, the New Testament leaves no doubt whatever that there shall eventually come to the wicked a "point of no return," a time when too late shall be written upon all human efforts and all remorse (Matthew 25:10,30), when the unprepared shall at last find that "the door is shut." "These words should not be interpreted as a cynical indifference to human condemnation, but as the eventual vindication of Wisdom in the face of repeated and insolent rejection."[24]
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"This chapter presents the five fruits of wisdom."[1]
(1) The seeker shall find God (Proverbs 2:1-8).

(2) Wisdom provides many precious rewards (Proverbs 2: 9-11).

(3) God's man is delivered from evil (Proverbs 2:12-15).

(4) He is safe from harlotry (Proverbs 2:16-19).

(5) He will receive a special inheritance (Proverbs 2: Proverbs 2:20-22).

THE SEEKER OF WISDOM MAY FIND GOD
Proverbs 2:1-8
"My son, if thou wilt receive my words,
And lay up my commandments with thee;

So as to incline thine ear unto wisdom,

And apply thy heart to understanding;

Yea, if thou cry after discernment,

And lift up thy voice for understanding;

If thou seek her as silver,

And search for her as for hid treasures:

Then shalt thou understand the fear of Jehovah,

And find the knowledge of God.

For Jehovah giveth Wisdom;

Out of his mouth cometh knowledge and understanding:

He layeth up sound wisdom for the upright;

He is a shield to them that walk in integrity;

That he may guard the paths of justice,

And preserve the way of his saints."

"My son ..." (Proverbs 2:1). "This address occurs thirteen times in the first seven chapters of Proverbs,"[2] not only indicating the unity of this section, but also revealing the format here as a succession of speeches to a young person by some teacher.

"Incline thine ear to wisdom ... thy heart to understanding" (Proverbs 2:2). The use of the words wisdom and understanding without the possessive pronouns `my' and `her' make it clear that, "Wisdom is no longer personified in this passage and regarded as the speaker."[3]
"Yea, if thou cry after knowledge" (Proverbs 2:3). "The seeker after wisdom must be earnest and sincere, as indicated by these words."[4] Furthermore, he must extend himself diligently and search for true wisdom with the same abandon and exertion that men devote to the seeking of earthly treasures. (See under Proverbs 2:6.)

"How do men seek money? What will they not do to get rich? Reader, seek the salvation of thy soul as earnestly as the covetous man seeks wealth; and be ashamed of thyself, if thou be less in earnest after the true riches than he is after the wealth that perishes."[5]
"This paragraph underlines the involvement and effort needed both to obtain and retain wisdom."[6]SIZE>

"Then shalt thou understand the fear of Jehovah, and find the knowledge of God" (Proverbs 2:5). "The deeper religious element of wisdom appears in this verse, the fundamental conception of Hebrew prophecy that the knowledge of God is the supreme good."[7]
"There are two coefficients to our receiving wisdom from God, namely, our efforts and God's assistance,"[8] as noted in the next verse.

"Jehovah giveth wisdom" (Proverbs 2:6). George DeHoff has these priceless lines on this verse. "God gives wisdom only to those who search for it. Often in the Bible, God is pictured as giving something when he merely makes it available. He gave the city of Jericho to Joshua; but it was necessary for Joshua and his soldiers to obey God's instructions before they could possess it. God gave manna to Israel in the wilderness; but they had to go and gather it up (Numbers 11). Christ gave the blind man his sight; but he received it only when he went and washed in the Pool of Siloam. God gives men wisdom; but much diligent study is required in order to receive it."[9] Likewise, salvation itself is the free gift of God; but it is given conditionally. "He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved" (Mark 16:16). "Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of Heaven but he that doeth the will of my Father who is in heaven" (Matthew 7:21).

"That he may ... preserve the way of his saints" (Proverbs 2:8). "Only here in the book of Proverbs do we find this remarkable word `saints'."[10] And is it really true that God preserves the way of his saints? The answer is affirmative. There are, of course, exceptions to the rule, due to (1) the activities of Satan, (2) the freedom of the human will, (3) the curse upon the earth for Adam's sake, (4) the element of chance, and (5) the mysterious `chastening' that falls upon every true child of God. Our Lord himself promised that his faithful servants, "Shall receive in this present life a hundred fold, and in the world to come, eternal life" (Mark 10:30). How does God accomplish such a thing as this? (1) The angels of heaven do service for them that shall be the heirs of eternal life (Hebrews 1:14). (2) Christ himself will be with his church even unto the end of the world (Matthew 28:18-20). (3) God will avenge his elect (Luke 28:7-8).

Verse 9
MANY RICH REWARDS BESTOWED BY WISDOM
"Then shalt thou understand righteousness and justice,
And equity, yea, every good path.

For wisdom shall enter into thy heart,

And knowledge shall be pleasant unto thy soul;

Discretion shall watch over thee;

Understanding shall keep thee:"

"Many men in high office who are guiding the destiny of our nation today are not being guided by the Lord."[11] The righteousness, justice and equity needed in a well-ordered society are available only in God's Word. The tragic word in the sacred Scriptures is that, "It is not in man that walketh to direct his steps" (Jeremiah 10:23). Every generation of mankind has repeatedly proved this to be the truth.

"Knowledge shall be pleasant unto thy soul" (Proverbs 2:10). Men must appreciate wisdom in order to profit by it. "It is one thing to be acquainted with wisdom, and quite another for wisdom to be welcomed as a 'pleasant' guest."[12]
"Understanding shall keep thee" (Proverbs 2:11). These words introduce another facet of the benefits of wisdom and the knowledge of God to which it leads; and that is, "It is not only that to which wisdom leads a man, but it is that from which it saves him, or keeps him, that eternally blesses him."[13] The following verses will provide examples of this.

Verse 12
GOD'S MAN IS DELIVERED FROM EVIL
"To deliver thee from the way of evil,
From the men who speak perverse things;

Who forsake the paths of righteousness,

To walk in the ways of darkness;

Who rejoice to do evil,

And delight in the perverseness of evil;

Who are crooked in their ways,

And wayward in their paths:"

This paragraph speaks of the seditious and subversive enemies that form the bottom layer of every society. "They wish to subvert the state of things, whether or religious; they are seditious themselves and wish to make others so; they speak much of liberty, oppression, injustice, etc., endeavoring especially to corrupt the youth."[14] Such men are totally destructive, rebellious and critical; and they are bankrupt of any worthwhile purpose.

"To walk in the ways of darkness" (Proverbs 2:13). Christians are specifically warned against the ways of darkness. Much of the world's evil is perpetrated in darkness, due to men's instinctive desire to hide their evil deeds. "The word darkness carries with it two ideas (1) ignorance, and (2) error."[15] To walk in darkness is therefore to reject the true light of wisdom and to practice iniquity. The apostle Paul has commanded us to, "Cast off the works of darkness" (Romans 13:12): and in the same breath he mentioned among those works such things as, "Reveling, drunkenness, debauchery, licentiousness, quarreling and jealousy" (Romans 13:13).

"Who rejoice to do evil" (Proverbs 2:14). This fingers an amazing trait of wicked men; they rejoice in evil! "A malignant joy lights up the countenance of any abandoned sinner at the very prospect of some wicked deed. This is Satanic wickedness; and such men may exclaim with Milton's Satan, `Evil, be thou my good'!"[16]
Verse 16
GOD'S MAN IS DELIVERED FROM HARLOTRY
"To deliver thee from the strange woman,
Even from the foreigner that flattereth with her words;

That forsaketh the friend of her youth,

And forgetteth the covenant of her God:

For her house inclineth unto death,

And her paths unto the dead;

None that go unto her return again,

Neither do they attain unto the paths of life:"

"To deliver thee from the strange woman" (Proverbs 2:16). Who is this strange woman? According to Cook, "She is none other than a foreigner";[17] but the mention of her having forgotten "the covenant of her God," identifies her as an Israelite who had been in covenant relationship with the Lord. Others have identified her as a religious prostitute attached to some pagan shrine; but the simple truth appears to be that. "The strange woman here is any meretricious person who indulges in illicit sex."[18]
(This is the first of several warnings against adultery in the book of Proverbs; others are in Proverbs 5:3-23; 6:20-35; 7:1-27; 9:13-18). The thing that amazes this writer is that the author of these instructions was himself the most fantastic violator of these warnings ever known.

"Some Jewish commentators personify the strange woman here and make her a symbol of some form of foreign philosophy; but, very probably, the reference is to literal vice."[19]
The use of the word "stranger" (or strange woman) in Proverbs is not to be understood in its ordinary meaning. Ruth called herself a stranger (Ruth 2:10); but, "In Proverbs, these words are euphemisms for harlot."[20]
"That forsaketh the friend of her youth" (Proverbs 2:17). Most scholars agree that these words refer to the woman's husband.[21]
"Her house inclineth unto death" (Proverbs 2:18). "Men come away from every unlawful indulgence other than they go - weaker and worse in soul. Alas for the morrow of incontinence, of whatever kind it is! The soul is injured; self-respect is slain; his force is diminished; he is on the incline that slopes to death; and one step nearer to it than ever before. `Her house inclineth unto death'!"[22]
"Adultery is a house slanted toward the death of the spirit; and Divine wisdom is essential for deliverance from its temptation and torment."[23]
Verse 20
HE WILL RECEIVE A SPECIAL INHERITANCE
"That thou mayest walk in the way of good men,
And keep the paths of righteousness.

For the upright shall dwell in the land,

And the perfect shall remain in it.

But the wicked shall be cut off from the land,

And the treacherous shall be rooted out of it."

Although "the land" as used in these verses was probably understood by the Israelites as the Palestine, that is, "The Promised Land," it should be remembered that "The Promised Land" itself is a valid Biblical symbol of something far more wonderful, namely, heaven itself; and it is in that sense that the Christian should read these verses.

The Old Testament promises of the rewards of righteousness stressed the physical and material things of the present age rather that the eschatological wonders of the world to come; but they were not entirely wrong in this. "There is still impressive evidence that integrity pays better than treachery, that honesty is better than thievery, that truthfulness is better than falsehood, and that righteousness is better than wickedness, even in human terms."[24]
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DeHoff recognized three divisions in this chapter: "(1) a call to complete commitment (Proverbs 3:1-10), (2) the happiness and blessing of those who trust in God (Proverbs 3:11-20), and (3) the confidence and security of those who walk with God (Proverbs 3:21-35)."[1] Halley noted that the big words in the chapter are: "Kindness, Truth, Long Life, Peace, Trust in God, Honoring God with our Substance, Prosperity, Security, Happiness, and Blessing."[2] It is a supremely superb and beautiful chapter indeed!

A CALL TO COMPLETE COMMITMENT
Proverbs 3:1-10

"My son, forget not my law;
But let thy heart keep my commandments:

For length of days, and years of life,

And peace will they add to thee.

Let not kindness and truth forsake thee;

Bind them about thy neck;

Write them upon the tablet of thy heart:

So shalt thou find favor and good understanding

In the sight of God and man.

Trust in Jehovah with all thy heart,

And lean not upon thine own understanding:

In all thy ways acknowledge him,

And he will direct thy paths.

Be not wise in thine own eyes;

Fear Jehovah, and depart from evil:

It will be health to thy navel,

And marrow to thy bones.

Honor Jehovah with thy substance,

And with the first-fruits of all thine increase:

So shall thy barns be filled with plenty,

And thy vats shall overflow with new wine."

"My son, forget not my law" (Proverbs 3:1). Harris wrote that, "These words are not to be pressed as a reference to Moses' law";[3] but we believe that the word [~torah] (the Hebrew word which is translated law) here could hardly refer to anything else. The same writer admitted that there is probably an allusion to Exodus 20:12 in the following verse; and Walls pointed out that, "The reference to first-fruits in Proverbs 3:9 points back to the Mosaic Law in Deuteronomy 26, where the worshipper was commanded to bring each year as an offering to God the first-fruits of his fields and flocks."[4] "There are definite reflections of the Book of Genesis in Proverbs 3:19-20. Also, as Kidner wrote, "The term [~torah] as used here is the Jewish name for the Pentateuch."[5]
We have often pointed out that practically the whole Bible from the end of Deuteronomy to Malachi is written in the shadow of the Law of Moses, the nearest thing to an exception to that being the Book of Job. There is certainly nothing in the Book of Proverbs that diminishes that conviction.

"Length of days, years of life, and peace" (Proverbs 3:2). "These are the blessings that come of right living."[6] Some profess not to believe this, but it is true. See Christ's promise (Mark 10:30). In spite of exceptions, this is the divine law; and whenever there are variations from it, they are clue to the element of chance that happens to all men (Ecclesiastes 9:11), to divine chastening, to the devices of Satan, to the exercise by wicked men of the freedom of their will, or to the curse that rests upon the earth "for Adam's sake." The most obvious proof of this is the fact that the material prosperity of every nation on earth is directly related to the degree of their acceptance of Christianity. Just take a look at the wretched squalor of those countries where God's Word is not honored!

"Let not kindness and truth forsake thee" (Proverbs 3:3). The KJV reads "mercy and truth," and the RSV reads "loyalty and faithfulness." Neither of the more recent versions is any improvement over the King James in this passage. Cook noted that, "Mercy shuts out all selfishness and hate, and that truth shuts out all falsehood, hypocrisy and deceit."[7]
"Write them upon the tablet of thy heart" (Proverbs 3:3). This is simply a metaphor that means, "Whatever you do, do not forget the commandments of the Lord." The literalizing of such passages as this resulted in the phylacteries worn by the Pharisees.

"Favor ... in the sight of God and man" (Proverbs 3:4). This verse brings to mind Luke 2:52, where it is said that Jesus increased in favor with God and men. Christian character blesses and beautifies human personality; and the people who live godly lives are instinctively loved, trusted, and favored by their fellow mortals. The devil's caricature of a godly person as "a disagreeable old sour-puss" is a malicious and ridiculous exaggeration.

"Trust in Jehovah with all thy heart ... etc." (Proverbs 3:5-6). Any preacher of the gospel can identify with the words of McGee on this passage. "In any religious service where people are invited to quote favorite passages of scripture, these verses are invariably quoted."[8] These beautiful lines deserve the loving appreciation that has been lavished upon them.

"In all thy ways acknowledge him" (Proverbs 3:6). "Not merely in acts of solemn worship, or in great crisis only, but in all thy ways, acknowledge the Lord."[9] Many people turn to God, acknowledge him by their prayers and supplications in times of great anxiety, distress or danger; but the true servant of God continually acknowledges God, without intermission, during long years that may progress evenly without emergency or crisis, doing so as a constant way of life, never deviating from the constant worship on Lord's Days.

"Be not wise in thine own eyes" (Proverbs 3:7). "The great hindrance to all true wisdom is the conceit that one has already attained it."[10] This same warning is given repeatedly in Proverbs. "He that trusteth in his own heart is a fool" (Proverbs 28:26). True wisdom is found only in the Lord and in his holy word. "True confidence cannot be placed in one's own ability to think and act; the fear (and obedience) of Jehovah is the real basis of confidence."[11]
The world boasts many men who are allegedly wise; "But we cannot be truly wise unless we renounce all dependence upon our own wisdom and become fools, depending fully upon the Lord."[12] Something like this is what Jesus meant when he said, "Let a man deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me" (Matthew 16:24). Isaiah wrote, "Woe unto them that are wise in their own eyes" (Proverbs 5:21); and the same precept was advocated by Paul, "Be not wise in your own conceits" (Romans 12:16).

"It will be health to thy navel" (Proverbs 3:8). Here we have another ridiculous emendation in the RSV that gives us the word flesh instead of navel. If translators would stop trying to tell us "what the Holy Spirit was trying to say," and give us what he actually said, it would greatly expedite Biblical interpretation. As Adam Clarke stated it, "There is no better translation of the Hebrew word here than navel."[13] The meaning of this is that, "Just as the umbilical cord (of which the navel is a part) is the only source of life and growth for the unborn child, so also that wisdom that comes from God is the only source of life and growth for God's servant."[14]
"Honor Jehovah with your substance" (Proverbs 3:9). This means simply, "Don't forget to give to God's work as the Scriptures command." "The word first-fruits in this same verse recalls Deuteronomy 28:4; 26:2; and Amos 6:6. The promise in Proverbs 3:10 agrees with Deuteronomy 28:8 and Malachi 3:10-12."[15] Thus we have further confirmation of the truth that the entire Old Testament from Deuteronomy to Malachi carries countless reflections of the Pentateuch.

"So shall thy barns be filled with plenty ..." (Proverbs 3:10). See under Proverbs 3:2 above, for a discussion of the prosperity that God promises his faithful. The passage cited above by Tate from the Book of Malachi is another Old Testament witness to the same truth. Wilson cited Proverbs 3:9-10 here as an example of the parallelism in Proverbs in which the first clause is elaborated in succeeding lines that extend or explain the meaning.[16] Of course, there are far more wonderful blessings that result from the faithful service of God than material prosperity. "The remaining verses in the chapter carry the reminder of better prizes than prosperity."[17]
Verse 11
HAPPINESS AND BLESSING OF THOSE WHO TRUST IN GOD
"My son, despise not the chastening of Jehovah;
Neither be weary of his reproof:

For whom Jehovah loveth he reproveth,

Even as the father the son in whom he delighteth.

Happy is the man that findeth wisdom,

And the man that getteth understanding.

For the gaining of it is better than silver,

And the profit thereof than fine gold.

She is more precious than rubies:

And none of the things that thou canst desire are to be compared unto her.

Length of days is in her right hand;

In her left hand are riches and honor.

Her ways are ways of pleasantness,

And all her paths are peace.

She is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon her:

And happy is every one that retaineth her.

Jehovah, thy Wisdom founded the earth;

By understanding he established the heavens.

By his knowledge the depths were broken up,

And the skies drop down the dew."

In this paragraph are enumerated a number of the marvelous blessings of trusting in the Lord which far exceed and surpass any material prosperity. Happiness, peace, pleasantness, honor, length of days - these are the things more profitable than silver or gold. "These are truly `the good things' of life, the blessings which all men are seeking."[18]
"Despise not the chastening of Jehovah" (Proverbs 3:11). This understanding of the utility of sufferings and misfortunes borne by the righteous, "Is the same solution to that problem that was proposed by both Eliphaz (Job 5:17f) and Elihu."[19] And, although their understanding of it as it regarded the miseries of Job was inaccurate, it is nevertheless one of the valid reasons why God causes his saints to pass through afflictions.

"God's people, like Jonah, may fall into sin and fall asleep in the storm; but for those whom God's loves, he will send some terrible tempest to awaken them. The true Christian is thankful for the very afflictions that some despise, because he is able to use them as the occasion for his complete return to duty."[20]
"Hebrews 12:5-6 quotes this passage verbatim from the Septuagint (LXX) and Sinaiticus Versions of the Old Testament."[21] For further commentary on the subject of Chastening, we refer to Vol. 10 in our New Testament Commentaries (Hebrews), pp. 293-296.

"Happy is the man that findeth wisdom" (Proverbs 3:13). Tate observed that here there are two elements in the admonition regarding wisdom: "This verse speaks of finding wisdom; and Proverbs 3:18 says `Happy is the man that retaineth it."[22]
"The gaining of it (wisdom) is better than the gaining of silver" (Proverbs 3:14). We like Kidner's terse comment on this that, "Wisdom will make you richer than money ever will."[23]
This writer is deeply impressed with the personification of Wisdom in Proverbs 3:15-16; and we have taken the liberty of capitalizing Wisdom here. To the Christian "Christ is our Wisdom" (1 Corinthians 1:30); and, as Tate observed, "There is presumed some degree of an independent existence of Wisdom which antedates the creation of the universe (Proverbs 3:19-20)."[24] This harmonizes completely with the fact of God's having created all things by Jesus Christ our Lord (Hebrews 1:2).

Cook also noted that, "This passage is a link in the chain which connects the Wisdom mentioned here with the Divine Word ([@Logos]) of John 1:3; and therefore this passage takes its place among the proofs of the dogmatic statements of the Nicene Creed."[25]
"She is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon her" (Proverbs 3:18). "The Book of Proverbs is the only book in the Bible that mentions the tree of life except the first (Genesis) and last (Revelation)."[26] Other references in Proverbs to the tree of life are Proverbs 11;30; 13:12; and Proverbs 15:4.

This first section of Proverbs (Proverbs 1-9) exists in the format of some ten speeches, most of them beginning with the words, "My son." Walls pointed out that, "The 3rd, 4th, and 5th of these speeches begin in Proverbs 3:1,11,21 in this chapter."[27] We have now come to this fifth speech.

Verse 21
THE CONFIDENCE AND SECURITY OF THOSE WHO WALK WITH GOD
"My son, let them not depart from thine eyes;
Keep sound wisdom and discretion:

So shall they be life unto thy soul,

And grace to thy neck.

Then shalt thou walk in thy way securely,

And thy foot shall not stumble.

When thou liest down, thou shalt not be afraid:

Yea, thou shalt lie down, and thy sleep shall be sweet.

Be not afraid of sudden fear,

Neither the desolation of the wicked, when it cometh: For Jehovah will be thy confidence,

And will keep thy foot from being taken.

Withhold not good from them to whom it is due,

When it is in the power of thy hand to do it.

Say not unto thy neighbor, Go, and come again,

And tomorrow I will give;

When thou hast it by thee.

Devise not evil against thy neighbor,

Seeing he dwelleth securely by thee.

Strive not with a man without cause,

If he have done thee no harm.

Envy thou not the man of violence,

And choose none of his ways.

For the perverse is an abomination to Jehovah;

But his friendship is with the upright.

The curse of Jehovah is in the house of the wicked;

But he blesseth the habitation of the righteous.

Surely he scoffeth at the scoffers;

But he giveth grace unto the lowly.

The wise shall inherit glory;

But shame shall be the promotion of fools."

"We have been watching celestial processes, but here we are brought firmly back to earth."[28] Not only did the previous paragraph speak of the Creation; but the separation of the beneficial waters by the heavens, dividing those beneath from those above, appeared in the mention of `the depths' and the `dew from the skies' (Proverbs 3:19-20).

"Let them not depart from thine eyes ... so shall they be life unto thy soul" (Proverbs 3:21-22). "The main thrust here is the security that wisdom gives."[29] The plural `them' refers to both wisdom and discretion. There is also a stern warning here that wisdom and discretion may be lost, escape, slip away, or depart from thine eyes. Therefore a constant guard must be posted against such a disaster.

"Then shalt thou walk in thy way securely" (Proverbs 3:23). "Here it becomes very clear that wisdom means walking with God,"[30] doing his will, keeping his commandments, and doing so continually.

Lawton reminds us that, "No wisdom is sound that is not taught in the Word of God. Some kinds of wisdom highly esteemed in the world are not merely useless, but folly."[31]
"Withhold not good from them to whom it is due" (Proverbs 3:27). These verses (Proverbs 3:27-35) are declared by Tate to, "Have little or no direct connection,"[32] with the preceding verses. He made this a separate paragraph on, "Being a Good Neighbor"! Deane also wrote that these verses are, "A sixth admonitory address which demonstrates the conditions upon which wisdom and happiness are to be attained. It consists of a number of detached proverbs."[33]
In these final verses of the chapter, we are impressed with the fact that, "The value of the Book of Proverbs is its revelation of the application of wisdom to all sorts and conditions of people, and to the ordinary affairs of human life."[34]
"The curse of Jehovah is in the house of the wicked" (Proverbs 3:33). It is not only the physical dwelling which is meant here, but especially the `family' or `household' of the wicked; but it appears from Zechariah 5:3-4 that the physical residence of the wicked is also included. "This curse continues from generation to generation, the source of ever-recurring woes."[35]
"Surely he (God) scoffeth at the scoffers" (Proverbs 3:34). This is also rendered, "He scorneth the scorners." "The word from which these translations come has many overtones of wickedness. It is one of the many synonyms for a wicked man. It carries the meaning of arrogant; and the opposite of it is `lowly' or `humble.'"[36]
"It is pride that makes men scorners; men having an overweening conceit of themselves are likely to behave insolently toward others. Nebuchadnezzar, Haman, and Herod are Biblical examples of this wickedness."[37]
04 Chapter 4 
Verse 1
"In this chapter, there are three hortatory discourses (Proverbs 4:1-9; Proverbs 4:10-19, and Proverbs 4:20-27), exactly similar to the ones in Proverbs 2 and Proverbs 3. The subject is the praise of Wisdom, and the description of the blessings which she confers."[1] These are labeled the sixth, seventh and eighth discourses by Walls,[2] but the sixth is called the "seventh" by Deane."[3] We do not consider these divisions either very clearly marked or very important.

THE SIXTH DISCOURSE
Proverbs 4:1-9
"Hear, my son, the instructions of a father,
And attend to know understanding:

For I give you good doctrine;

Forsake ye not my law.

For I was a son unto my father,

Tender and only beloved in the sight of my mother.

And he taught me, and said unto me:

Let thy heart retain my words;

Keep my commandments, and live;

Get wisdom, get understanding;

Forget not, neither decline from the words of my mouth;

Forsake her not, and she will preserve thee;

Love her, and she will keep thee.

Wisdom is the principle thing; therefore get wisdom;

Yea, with all thy getting get understanding.

Exalt her, and she will promote thee;

She will bring thee to honor, when thou dost embrace her.

She will give to thy head a chaplet of grace;

A crown of beauty will she deliver to thee."

In spite of the fact of these verses being delivered in the form of a father's instructions to a son, "The entire chapter may be read (and should be read) as though God was speaking to all men everywhere."[4]
"Forsake ye not my law" (Proverbs 4:2). Deane reminds us that, "The word law here, as also in Proverbs 1:8, is from the Hebrew [~Torah]," which is the technical word for the Pentateuch, or the Law of Moses. The marginal alternative reading counsel should be ignored. The proof of this is found in the reference here, in Proverbs 4:3,4, by Solomon, the author of these lines, to the instructions which his father David had given him, a sample of which may be read in 1 Chronicles 22:12-13, where the Law of Moses is clearly stated to be precisely that doctrine that Solomon here professes to be delivering to his own son. Therefore, we can find no agreement with Tate's remark that, "The authority mentioned here is the discipline of the teacher."[5] No! The true authority of these words is that of God Himself as revealed to Moses in the Pentateuch.

"My father ... he taught me" (Proverbs 4:3-4). "These words underline the great Old Testament principle that truth and history are maintained through the family, and our own age could well re-learn this lesson."[6]
"With all thy getting get understanding" (Proverbs 4:7). Kidner's comment is, "What it takes is not brains or opportunity, but decision."[7] We might add that persistence and determination are also involved; and as James Moffatt's Translation of the Bible, 1929, translated it, "At any cost get knowledge."

We should exercise care, however, to remember the Biblical revelation of what knowledge, or wisdom, really is. It is not merely what some would call a good education. The true wisdom is to know Christ (1 Corinthians 1:30) and to obey him. This type of wisdom does not come in the form of university degrees, but from the faithful obedience of humble and contrite hearts.

Verse 10
THE SEVENTH DISCOURSE
"Hear, O my son, and receive my sayings;
And the years of thy life shall be many. I have taught thee in the way of wisdom;

I have led thee in the paths of uprightness.

When thou goest, thy steps shall not be straitened;

And if thou runnest, thou shalt not stumble.

Take fast hold of instruction; let her not go:

Keep her; for she is thy life.

Enter not into the path of the wicked,

And walk not in the way of evil men.

Avoid it, pass not by it;

Turn from it, and pass on.

For they sleep not, except they do evil;

And their sleep is taken away, unless they cause some to fall.

For they eat the bread of wickedness,

And drink the wine of violence.

But the path of the righteous is as the dawning light,

That shineth more and more unto the perfect day.

The day of the wicked is as darkness:

They know not at what they stumble."

"The years of thy life shall be many" (Proverbs 4:10). "The Hebrew in this line actually means, `thy years shall be multiplied'."[8] The fact of the life of Solomon having been cut short indicates that he did not follow his own good advice.

In this section, two ways of living are presented; and then they are compared. "Proverbs 4:10-13 describe the way of wisdom; Proverbs 4:14-17 describe the way of the wicked; and Proverbs 4:18-19 present a comparison of the two ways."[9]
"Thy steps shall not be straitened" (Proverbs 4:12). "The word `straitened' here is a derivative from an old English word strait which does not mean straight, but `strict' or `narrow.'"[10] The way of wisdom is "the narrow way" (Matthew 7:13-14), or the straitened way. This really should surprise no one, for the truth is always narrow, exact and minutely perfect. For example, the exact ratio between the diameter and the circumference of a circle is so precise that no exact statement of it is possible. It is placed at 3.1416159+!

"She is thy life" (Proverbs 4:13). "Here is another parallel between Wisdom personified in Proverbs and Jesus Christ the Incarnate Wisdom of John 1:4."[11]
"Enter not ... walk not in ... avoid ... pass not by ...turn from it ... pass on" (Proverbs 4:14-15). The object of all these impressive verbs is the way of the wicked. There is no way that language could more forcibly warn God's servant against the way of wickedness.

"They sleep not except they do evil" (Proverbs 4:16). "This and the following verses exhibit the extreme depravity and wickedness"[12] of hardened sinners. In a metaphor they are said to eat the bread of wickedness and to drink the wine of violence. They cannot sleep unless they have first exerted themselves in the perpetration of evil; and upon those days when they have not caused someone to fall, they cannot sleep at all! "The Bible does not hide the fact that one can become just as zealous for evil as for good."[13] Iniquity of the worst kind can become the food and drink of those who depart from the way of Truth.

"The path of the righteous ... is light ... the way of the wicked ... darkness" (Proverbs 4:18-19). There is nothing in these verses that is hard to understand or that requires any emphasis from scholarly comment. The most common metaphor in the New Testament is that which contrasts the way of God's children who, "Walk in the light as He is in the Light," and that of the sons of the devil who revel in "The works of darkness."

Verse 20
THE EIGHTH DISCOURSE
"My son, attend to my words;
Incline thine ear unto my sayings.

Let them not depart from thine eyes;

Keep them in the midst of thy heart.

For they are life unto those that find them,

And health to all their flesh.

Keep thy heart with all diligence;

For out of it are the issues of life.

Put away from thee a wayward mouth,

And perverse lips put far from thee.

Let thine eyes look right on,

And let thine eyelids look straight before thee.

Make level the path of thy feet,

And let all thy ways be established.

Turn not to the right hand nor to the left:

Remove thy foot from evil."

"My son, attend to my words" (Proverbs 4:20). It is just as reasonable to construe these words as being spoken by the teacher (or the father) during a given speech as it is to make them invariably the beginning of another discourse. Such an address could have come in the middle of an exhortation as the attention of the listener diminished and needed to be stimulated.

"Let them not depart from thine eyes" (Proverbs 4:21). This is exactly the same as Proverbs 3:21, another example of the constant repetition in Proverbs. "The repeated message is that, `it is not enough to hear wise instruction; it must be assimilated, pondered and kept at the center of man's being.'"[14]
"Keep thy heart with all diligence ... etc." (Proverbs 4:23). Here is another favorite verse which many have committed to memory. The heart, as the word is used in the Bible, means the mind, which is the center of human intelligence, emotions and the will. "The fact here stated is that the whole moral conduct of human life, and its every action, attitude and purpose are determined by what one thinks and believes."[15] The great corollary of this is that "thought control" is the prerequisite of all moral rectitude and uprightness. See Proverbs 23:7.

"The last verses of this discourse are put together around the discipline of (1) the heart, (2) the mouth, (3) the eyes, and (3) the feet."[16] This is true, but if one takes charge of his mind and controls his thoughts he is not likely to have much trouble with the other organs mentioned. The attainment of such power is greatly aided by the admonition of the apostle Paul (Philippians 4:8). "Whatsoever things are true ... honorable ... just ... pure ... lovely ... of good report ... any virtue ... any praise, THINK ON THESE THINGS"!

"Let thine eyelids look straight before thee ...turn not to the right hand nor to the left" (Proverbs 4:25,27). These instructions have found their way into the vernacular as, "Keep your eye on the ball, and stay in the middle of the road."! The great goal of earthly existence, for every wise man, is that of receiving at last the blessed welcome of the Lord, "Well done, thou good and faithful servant." Looking straight ahead means that men should not allow sensual, earthly, selfish, or material temptations to turn their eyes and their purpose away from the true goal and toward such other considerations. The mention of the right and the left hand is a warning against extreme positions. It should always be remembered that there is a ditch on either side, (the right or the left) of the road!

05 Chapter 5 

Verse 1
Jamieson's short summary of this chapter is: "Here is a warning against the seductive arts of wicked women, enforced by considering the blessings and advantages of chastity, and the miserable end of the wicked,"[1]
Walls subdivided the chapter as follows:

(1) the teacher's appeal for strict attention (Proverbs 5:1-2),

(2) a description of the loose woman (Proverbs 5:3-6),

(3) an injunction to avoid her (Proverbs 5:7-8),

(4) a warning of that which befalls her victims (Proverbs 5:9-14), a call to cherish holy love in marriage (Proverbs 5:15-19), a reminder that adultery is a sin against God (Proverbs 5:20-23)."[2]
THE TEACHER'S APPEAL FOR STRICT ATTENTION
Proverbs 5:1-2
"My son, attend unto my wisdom;
Incline thine ear to my understanding:

That thou mayest preserve discretion,

And that thy lips may keep knowledge."

This solemn plea for strict attention indicates the importance of the severe warning against adultery that is about to be given, a subject briefly mentioned in 2:15-19. "The writer, in addition, will return to this subject again in the latter part of Proverbs 6 and in all of Proverbs 7."[3]
The emphasis given this subject in Proverbs is significant. "If a young man would take to heart the warnings and prohibitions in Proverbs and add those qualities mentioned in the Sermon on the Mount, he would be a perfect man. In Proverbs, the sins of the flesh, gluttony, wine-bibbing and fornication are presented in graphic detail with clear and specific warnings against them."[4] There is a possibility that Solomon, the author of these warnings, gave them such overwhelming emphasis because these were the very sins that ruined him.

Verse 3
DESCRIPTION OF THE LOOSE WOMAN
"For the lips of a strange woman drop honey,
And her mouth is smoother than oil.

But in the end she is bitter as wormwood,

Sharp as a two-edged sword.

Her feet go down to death;

Her steps take hold on Sheol;

So that she findeth not the level path of life:

Her ways are unstable, and she knoweth it not."

"The lips of a strange woman" (Proverbs 5:3). "This is any woman who is not thine own, whether Jewess or heathen."[5]
"Drop honey" (Proverbs 5:3). This is a metaphor to describe the attractive proposals by which a prostitute solicits her victim. "Her suggestions sound reasonable, and what she is offering appears desirable; but such indulgence leads to remorse and death."[6] "Her very strangeness and looseness make her exciting and tempting. Such a person presents the young man, yes, any man, with a powerful sexual attraction."[7]
"Her mouth is smoother than oil" (Proverbs 5:3). "David used the very same words of the metaphors found in this and in Proverbs 5:4 to describe the treachery of his friend Ahithophel in Psalms 55:21."[8]
The words of his mouth were smoother than butter, but war was in his heart; his words were softer than oil, yet were they drawn swords. - Psalms 55:21 AV.

"In the end she is bitter as wormwood" (Proverbs 5:4). The terrible consequences of sinful gratification of sexual desire are plainly stated in this chapter. "She may seem like honey; but those who have dealings with her find the abiding taste is wormwood, an insecticide exceedingly bitter."[9] "Wormwood comes from a shrub of bitter taste, used in the preparation of absinthe, which is traditionally used as medicine for deworming (whence the name)."[10] "In Revelation, Wormwood became an eschatological abstraction Revelation 8:10-11,"[11] standing for the unspeakable sorrows falling upon the rivers and fountains of earth.

"In the end" (Proverbs 5:4). Yes, indeed, there is an end that follows sinful sexual gratification "There is an end (KJV), an afterward; and Proverbs does not allow us to forget it"![12] No human activity should be judged merely upon the basis of its initial result; it is the ultimate consequences, the final result, that must also be considered. And when such judgment is applied to this vice, only a fool could willingly indulge in it.

"Her feet go down to death ... Sheol" (Proverbs 5:5). Sinful sexual relations literally bring death to myriads of mankind. Such diseases as syphilis and aids are almost exclusively acquired through illicit sex contacts; and it is simple truth that the prostitute's (one of the offenders in this passage) feet go down to death, and her steps take hold of Sheol. "The word Sheol here is used as a synonym for death. The KJV renders this word as hell; but the New Testament word for the lake of fire is Gehenna, which does not appear in the Old Testament."[13]
"She findeth not the level path of life" (Proverbs 5:6). "This verse may refer either to the pupil (as in KJV) or the adulteress (as in ASV), for the Hebrew does not distinguish."[14]
"Her ways are unstable, etc." (Proverbs 5:6). Cook noted that, "This verse describes the state of heart and soul which prostitution brings upon its victims: - the reckless blindness that will not think, tottering on the abyss, yet loud in defiant mirth, ignoring the dreadful future."[15]
Verse 7
AN INJUNCTION TO AVOID THE STRANGE WOMAN
"Now therefore, my sons, hearken unto me.
And depart not from the words of my mouth.

Remove thy way far from her,

And come not nigh the door of her house."

There are some temptations that must be avoided in order to be successfully resisted; and fornication, adultery and related vices are in that category. The New Testament echoes the same admonition. "Flee youthful lusts" (2 Timothy 2:22). "Obedience to this injunction might very well require that we should change our job, break with a set of friends,"[16] or renounce certain entertainment.

Verse 9
WARNING OF WHAT BEFALLS VIOLATORS OF THIS LAW
"Lest thou give thine honor unto others,
And thy years unto the cruel.

Lest strangers be filled with thy strength,

And thy labors be in the house of an alien.

And thou mourn at thy latter end,

When thy flesh and thy body are consumed,

And say, How have I hated instruction,

And my heart despised reproof;

Neither have I obeyed the voice of my teachers,

Nor inclined mine ear to them that instructed me!

I was well-nigh in all evil

In the midst of the assembly and congregation."

"The evil results of relations with the strange woman fall into three divisions. (1) Loss of wealth and position (Proverbs 5:9f), (2) physical deterioration (Proverbs 5:11), and (3) certain legal penalties."[17]
The thrust of the whole passage is that unlawful and promiscuous sex destroys the participant socially, financially, morally, and even physically. Such activity is a sin against society, against the family, against one's own body, against the church and against God Himself.

"Lest strangers be filled with thy strength" (Proverbs 5:10). The AV has `wealth' instead of `strength,' which makes better sense. Such activities as prostitution and adultery "bring poverty";[18] and there are many ways in which this is brought about. Severe legal penalties accompany violations in this sector; but evil men prefer to blackmail offenders rather than penalize them. Prostitutes are victimized by crooked policemen who charge them `protection money.' Etc. The schemes are unlimited.

"When thy flesh and thy body are consumed" (Proverbs 5:11). Yes, the physical destruction that is identified with this sin is epic in its proportions. In this writer's boyhood, the strongest youth in the community could tear a deck of cards in two, chin himself with either hand, and perform other amazing things; but he went to work in the oil fields, indulged his lust with prostitutes, contracted syphilis, and returned in a wheel-chair ("locomotor ataxia"), and to an untimely death. Almost invariably the fatal disease of aids is directly the result of indulging in this sin. "Then (when Proverbs was written) as now, terrible disease was the result of this sin."[19]
"And say, How have I hated instruction" (Proverbs 5:12). Even more terrible than other results of this wickedness is the bitter remorse that tortures the violator in his latter days. "Even more bitter than slavery, poverty and disease will be the bitterness of that self-reproach, and the hopeless remorse that works death."[20]
"Neither have I obeyed the voice of my teachers" (Proverbs 5:13). "The profligate admits that he was not without teachers and advisers, and that he gave no heed to their warnings and reproofs."[21]
"I was well nigh in all evil" (Proverbs 5:14). "This vice, like a whirlpool, sweeps all others into its vortex."[22] Falsehood invariably, and murder occasionally are directly associated with this evil. As DeHoff wrote, "This vice leads one into all others. Every sin has a group of cousins who always come to visit."[23] We might add that they stay a long time!

Verse 15
THE CALL TO CHERISH HOLY LOVE IN MARRIAGE
"Drink waters out of thine own cistern,
And running waters out of thine own well.

Should thy springs be dispersed abroad,

And streams of waters in the streets?

Let them be for thyself alone,

And not for strangers with thee.

Let thy fountain be blessed;

And rejoice in the wife of thy youth.

As a loving hind and a pleasant doe,

Let her breasts satisfy thee at all times;

And be thou ravished always with her love."

"Here the teacher passes to positive instructions on the sacred joy of a pure and happy marriage in terminology similar to the Song of Solomon."[24] "These verses are the heart of the chapter. They exalt the marriage relationship."[25] This emphasizes the God-given purpose of sexual powers and God's containment of this blessing within the context of the family and his absolute prohibition of its promiscuous and sinful use otherwise. "Thou shalt not commit adultery" is God's commandment in both the Old Testament and the New Testament.

"Thine own cistern ... thine own well ... thy fountain" (Proverbs 5:15,18). All of these metaphors are for one's wife; and the "springs" and "streams" of Proverbs 5:16 are metaphors for one's children. The adulterer's children are "dispersed abroad" and found in the streets (Proverbs 5:16). He never knows where or how many they may be. "Promiscuous and unlawful sex relations throw doubt upon the paternity of children."[26]
"The language here is frankly erotic, a rare emphasis in Scripture, but it is highly important to see sexual delight in marriage as a God-given blessing; and history confirms that when marriage is viewed merely as a business arrangement, not only is God's bounty misunderstood, but human passion seeks other outlets."[27]
"As a loving hind and a pleasant doe" (Proverbs 5:19). Here we have other figurative references to a loving wife. "In the whole cycle of Arabian and Persian poetry the antelope (deer) and the gazelle are the chosen images of beauty."[28]; Acts 9:36 tells us of a Christian woman named Dorcas, which means `gazelle'; and Tabitha is the Aramaic version of the same name.[29]
Verse 20
A REMINDER THAT ADULTERY IS A SIN AGAINST GOD
"For why shouldest thou, my son, be ravished with a strange woman,
And embrace the bosom of a foreigner?

For the ways of man are before the eyes of Jehovah;

And he maketh level all his paths.

His own iniquities shall take the wicked,

And he shall be holden with the cords of his sin.

He shall die for lack of instruction;

And in the greatness of his folly he shall go astray."

"Why ... be ravished with a strange woman" (Proverbs 5:20)? In the previous verse the pupil is commanded to, "Be ravished always with her love"; and Tate identified this word (ravished) as the, "Key word in the chapter."[30] He defined it as "infatuation"; but "intoxicated" is also said to be a synonym.

"The ways of man are before the eyes of Jehovah" (Proverbs 5:21). "Here the teaching assumes a higher tone, rising above the lower law that regulates fidelity on the basis of personal attraction to that higher Law which brings the husband's conduct into relation with that duty that he owes to God."[31]
When Joseph was sorely tempted by Potiphar's wife, he refused, saying, "How can I do this great wickedness and sin against God"? (Genesis 39:9). We noted earlier that there is a recoil from this particular "great wickedness" against society, against one's spouse, against the family, against the church, against one's own body, etc.; but over and beyond everything else, IT IS A SIN AGAINST GOD! "This will be examined and judged by the Universal Judge, and will bring with it its own Nemesis and retribution."[32]
"His own iniquities shall take the wicked ... in the greatness of his folly, he shall go astray" (Proverbs 5:22-23). It is important to note that, "These verses place the blame where it belongs, not particularly upon the woman, but upon the man whose wickedness is spelled out"![33]
"He shall die for lack of instruction" (Proverbs 5:23). "In this verse, the Revised Standard Version is much to be preferred. It reads, `He shall die for lack of discipline.'"[34] Instruction he had; discipline he had not; and in that condition his death was assured.

06 Chapter 6 

Verse 1
This chapter has a number of independent warnings against:

(1) being surety for the obligations of others (Proverbs 6:1-5),

(2) against laziness (Proverbs 6:6-11),

(3) against wicked men (Proverbs 6:12-15),

(4) against seven things which God hates (Proverbs 6:16-19), and

(5) against both harlots and adulteresses (Proverbs 6:20-35).

Keil, combining warnings (3) and (4) here labeled warnings 1,2, 3, and 5 as "The ninth, tenth, eleventh and twelfth discourses in this first section of Proverbs (Proverbs 1-9).[1]
Some scholars, noting that the first four of these warnings are sandwiched in between two longer sections on sexual misconduct, have regarded them as an interpolation;[2] but Keil observed that, "There are many marks of identity of authorship" that are common to both passages, concluding that the present arrangement, "Does not therefore warrant critical suspicion."[3] Also, "This arrangement occurs in all of the Ancient Versions."[4]
WARNING AGAINST BECOMING SECURITY FOR OTHERS (THE NINTH DISCOURSE)
Proverbs 6:1-5
"My son, if thou art become security for thy neighbor,
If thou hast stricken thy hands for a stranger;

Thou art snared with the words thy mouth,

Thou art taken by the words of thy mouth.

Do this now, my son, and deliver thyself,

Seeing thou art come into the hand of thy neighbor:

Go humble thyself, and importune thy neighbor;

Give not sleep to thine eyes,

Nor slumber to thine eyelids:

Deliver thyself as a roe from the hand of the hunter,

And as a bird from the hand of the fowler."

"If thou hast stricken thy hands for a stranger" (Proverbs 6:1). "This is the equivalent (in modern terms) of co-signing your neighbor's note."[5] "This was the procedure for concluding a bargain. It is like our expression, `to shake hands on it.'"[6] "The warning here is against lightly risking irreparable harm. If through careless words, or vanity, one has done so, no time is to be lost in obtaining a release from the agreement, which (from the context here) has been apparently agreed to but not yet carried into effect."[7]
In ancient times, the careless assumption of another's financial obligations could bring vast damages upon those thoughtless enough to do it; and, even today, there are examples of very extensive harm that can result from it. This writer knew a great Christian brother in Sherman, Texas, who co-signed a note for a kinsman; and when the kinsman defaulted, the brother sold his home and his farm to pay the bank.

"The earnest eager tone here suggests that the writer has observed the very predicament that he describes -- it is a business man's advice to his friend."[8] No better advice was ever given.

"With the words of thy mouth" (Proverbs 6:2). "The repetition of this phrase is intentional to give greater force to the fact that such entanglements are the result of one's own indiscretion."[9]
"Do this now ... deliver thyself ... importune thy neighbor" (Proverbs 6:3). The message here is, "By all means, get out of that arrangement at once!" "In Hebrew, the word importune means `rage against,'"[10] "The word importune is hardly a strong enough word here."[11] "The refusal to be surety for a neighbor's debt does not mean heartless indifference to his needs."[12] If one is able to help his distressed neighbor, let him do so willingly and generously; but to guarantee the payment of his debts is not only unnecessary, but exceedingly foolish. It was so when Proverbs was written, and it is true now.

"Guaranteeing to pay someone else's debt may even be an unintended disservice to the recipient by exposing him to temptation, perhaps causing him to continue to live beyond his means."[13] But even apart from that, being surety for another's obligation is contrary to the Word of God. It can, and often does, bring great sorrow and damage upon them that do it; and every Christian should heed this admonition.

"It should be remembered in this connection that the risks involved in the assumption of such liabilities in ancient times were very great. Terrible poverty and even slavery could result."[14] Although today we have such things as bankruptcy laws to protect certain debtors, there are still grave and totally unnecessary risks involved in one's obligating himself to pay others' obligations.

Verse 6
THE WARNING AGAINST LAZINESS (THE TENTH DISCOURSE)
"Go to the ant, thou sluggard;
Consider her ways, and be wise:

Which having no chief,

Overseer, or ruler,

Provideth her bread in the summer,

And gathereth her food in the harvest.

How long wilt thou sleep, O sluggard?

When wilt thou arise out of thy sleep?

Yet a little sleep, a little slumber,

A little folding of the hands to sleep:

So shall thy poverty come as a robber,

And thy want as an armed man."

"The ant is mentioned only here and in Proverbs 30:35 in the Old Testament."[15] "The ant figures in most of the ancient and proverbial literature as the type of provident thrift and industry."[16] Aesop's fable regarding the ant and the grasshopper is an example of this. We reject the conceited inference in the comment that, "Modern investigations shows that ants do have an intricate organization,"[17] the inference being that "Modern man is so smart that he is above such an erroneous notion as that which we have here."

There are many varieties of ants; and, "Some of these lay up provisions ... The agricultural ant of Texas, which resembles the ant of Palestine, not only stores up food, but even prepares the soil, kills the weeds, and finally reaps the harvest."[18] And, as for the proposition that ants indeed do have overseers, governors, etc., "All objections on this subject are based upon insufficient data, and have been completely answered by recent observations."[19] Any careful observation of ants certainly reveals that countless numbers of them carry on their activities without any "bosses" or supervisors of any kind!

"No chief, overseer or ruler" (Proverbs 6:7). "Although three words are used here, they are used as synonyms."[20] The meaning is that the ants work without any boss to oversee and command their labors.

"So shall come thy poverty ... and ... thy want ... as an armed man" (Proverbs 6:11). Laziness is destructive, and the failure by men to engage diligently in work is a violation of the Word of God. The same Bible which says, "Remember the sabbath day to keep it holy, also says, "Six days shalt thou labor, and do all thy work." God's plan has no promises and no benefits in store for the idler. The New Testament admonition still stands that, "If a man will not work, don't let him eat." It appears to this writer that our current society may believe that they have graduated from this injunction; but God's Word has a habit of always winning at last.

Verse 12
WARNING AGAINST DECEITFUL MEN; THINGS GOD HATES (THE ELEVENTH DISCOURSE)
"A worthless person, a man of iniquity,
Is he that walketh with a perverse mouth;

That winketh with his eyes, that speaketh with his feet,

That maketh signs with his fingers;

In whose heart is perverseness,

Who deviseth evil continually,

Who soweth discord.

Therefore shall his calamity come suddenly;

On a sudden shall he be broken, and that without remedy.

There are six things which Jehovah hateth;

Yea, seven which are an abomination unto him:

Haughty eyes, a lying tongue,

And hands that shed innocent blood;

A heart that deviseth wicked purposes,

Feet that are swift in running to mischief,

A false witness that uttereth lies,

And he that soweth discord among brethren."

"A worthless person, a man of iniquity" (Proverbs 6:12). Beginning here and through Proverbs 6:15 we have a description of a wicked and deceitful man; but it is not revealed just what was meant by the various winks, signs, gestures and other bodily movements by which he made evil signals, communicated with confederates, or in other ways hoodwinked, deceived and conspired against his victims. The picture of this evil person that emerges here is that of an underhanded deceiver who concealed his true intentions by these `signs' and `signals.' "There is a similar description of a corrupt person, with a prediction of his coming to a bad end in Proverbs 26:23-26."[21]
THE SEVEN THINGS THAT THE LORD HATES
Here again we encounter a popular memory verse. Both Harris and Delitzsch consider these seven sins as climactic, the seventh, "sowing discord among brethren" being considered as the most serious of the seven.[22] It appears to this writer, as Driver expressed it that, "All these things belong together,"[23] giving a number of characteristics of the same person, a person revealed here as totally evil. Note that his eyes have a proud look; his tongue tells lies; his hands murder the innocent; his heart is full of wicked purposes; his feet run quickly on evil errands - all of these are parts of one man! The last two abominable things are the composite product of all this, namely, that person who by lying speeches sows discord among brethren. In that sense, of course, we may view these as presenting a climax in the seventh. However, "It is the heart that underlies the seven vices which are an abomination to God; and it occupies the central position here,"[24] because it is the fountain from which all evil flows.

Another significant thing here is the fact that, "This passage reflects an acquaintance with the Old Testament,"[25] especially the Pentateuch. The Law of Moses gave specific prohibitions against all of the things mentioned here.

It has been noted that there is an amazing resemblance in the thought of these verses as compared with the Beatitudes of Matthew 5, particularly in the first and last of the two lists. "`The Lord hates a proud look,' is practically the equivalent of, `Blessed are the poor in spirit'; and, `He that soweth discord among brethren,' is the exact converse of, `Blessed are the peacemakers.'"[26]
Verse 20
WARNING AGAINST THE HARLOT AND THE ADULTERESS (THE TWELFTH DISCOURSE)
"My son, keep the commandment of thy father,
And forsake not the law of thy mother:

Bind them continually upon thy heart;

Tie them about thy neck.

When thou walkest, it shall lead thee;

When thou sleepest, it shall watch over thee;

And when thou awakest, it shall talk with thee.

For the commandment is a lamp; and the law is light;

And the reproofs of instruction are the way of life:

To keep thee from the evil woman,

From the flattery of the foreigner's tongue.

Lust not after her beauty in thy heart;

Neither let her take thee with her eyelids.

For on account of a harlot a man is brought to a piece of bread;

And the adulteress hunteth for the precious life.

Can a man take fire in his bosom,

And his clothes be not burned?

Or can one walk upon hot coals,

And his feet be not scorched?

So he that goeth in to his neighbors wife;

Whosoever toucheth her shall not be unpunished.

Men do not despise a thief, if he steal

To satisfy himself when he is hungry:

But if he be found, he shall restore sevenfold;

He shall give all the substance of his house.

He that committeth adultery with a woman is void of understanding:

He doeth it who would destroy his own soul.

Wounds and dishonor shall he get;

And his reproach shall not be wiped away.

For jealousy is the rage of a man;

And he will not spare in the day of vengeance.

He will not regard any ransom;

Neither will he rest content, though thou givest many girls."

There is a translation problem with these verses as a glance at the Revised Standard Version (RSV) will indicate. We shall follow the RSV in portions of this section. In previous references in Proverbs to the vice mentioned here, we have already made many comments that are also applicable in this section.

We appreciate Fritsch's statement regarding the purpose of these long sections on unlawful sex indulgence in Proverbs, "It is not to titillate the passions of the reader, as so much modern literature does, but to portray the disillusionment of illicit love and its certain end in unquenchable remorse and bitter death."[27] We find it difficult to think of Solomon as an instructor of his son Rehoboam as we study these lines. As Wordsworth stated it, "The unhappy example of Solomon in his old age was more potent for evil in the life of Rehoboam than the sacred precepts of Proverbs were for righteousness. At the age of forty-one Rehoboam was a feeble libertine. The warnings of Proverbs fell flat on the ears of the royal son of the author, and Rehoboam derived little benefit from the Book of Proverbs."[28]
"Lust not after her beauty in thy heart" (Proverbs 6:25). "These words push the sin of adultery back to the heart of the sinner, even as does the New Testament (Matthew 5:28; Mark 7:21; James 1:14-15)."[29]
There are two fundamentally different interpretations of this section; and the difficult text may be so translated as to support either one of them. This writer accepts the view that there are two different kinds of sexual misbehavior spoken of in this passage, namely cohabiting with a professional prostitute and committing adultery with a neighbor's wife.

This is supported by the fact that "the strange woman" (Proverbs 6:24 KJV) cannot be applied to a neighbor's wife; and "one emendation reads for a harlot's sake," a translation that Kidner rejected on the grounds that, "The RSV shrugs off the first (harlotry) in a manner that is hardly true."[30]
We call special attention to the fact that adultery with a neighbor's wife in the latter part of this long paragraph is definitely contrasted with thievery; and it is logical to understand the first half of the paragraph as a contrast between committing sexual sin with a prostitute and doing so with a neighbor's wife.

Furthermore, the RSV does not "shrug off" intercourse with a prostitute. Proverbs has already warned against this evil in the most vigorous language; and what is said here is merely that adultery with a neighbor's wife is even a whole lot worse!

Also note the following verse as rendered in the RSV: For a harlot may be hired for a loaf of bread, But an adulteress stalks a man's very life (Proverbs 6:26). The contrast stated here is profoundly true. Terrible and deadly as the prostitute most certainly is, cohabitation with the neighbor's wife is even a greater and more foolish sin.

Driver wrote that, "All of the Ancient Versions support the view that in this passage the harlot is contrasted with the neighbor's wife."[31] We might add that the same is true of the Modern Versions: The Anchor Bible, the NIV, the new RSV, the Good News Bible, and Moffatt.

"Thus the RSV makes sexual intercourse with an adulteress far more dangerous and expensive than with a harlot."[32] This is by no means hard to understand. The adulteress has a far greater advantage than the harlot, because the wrath and vengeance of the adulteress' husband is a key weapon under her control. Also, if a man steals his neighbor's pig, he can restore the animal, but he cannot do that if he steals his wife!

"He that committeth adultery ... would destroy his own soul" (Proverbs 6:22). "The adulterer pays a far greater price than the robber, viz, his own soul"![33]
07 Chapter 7 

Verse 1
"This chapter describes the way of an adulteress, contrasting with Proverbs 8 which sets forth the way of wisdom. It features an eye-witness account of the seduction of a young man by an adulteress. The account is realistic and needs only brief interpretation."[1]
"It is the fearful desolation which adultery causes that does not allow the author of Proverbs to abandon this theme which he has already discussed again and again. Here he reiterates the warning once more, reinforcing it with an illustration that he himself had witnessed."[2] "Here we see how helpless the young simpleton is under the skillful temptation that confronted him."[3] "This is the longest and most elaborate description of the adulteress in the Bible."[4] And this is indeed a classic!

WISDOM VS. THE STRANGE WOMAN (THE THIRTEENTH DISCOURSE)
Proverbs 7:1-5
"My son, keep my words,
And lay up my commandments with thee.

Keep my commandments and live;

And my law as the apple of thine eye.

Bind them upon thy fingers;

Write them upon the tablet of thy heart.

And say unto Wisdom, Thou art my sister;

And call Understanding thy kinswoman:

That they may keep thee from the strange woman,

From the foreigner that flattereth with her words."

"Lay up my commandments" (Proverbs 7:1). "The words, commandments and teachings here are the Torah. These are the words shared by the wisdom literature with the Pentateuch, Prophets and Psalms."[5]
"Keep ... my law, as the apple of thine eye" (Proverbs 7:2). "This is a proverbial expression for anything particularly precious and liable to be injured unless zealously guarded."[6]
"Write them upon the tablet of your heart" (Proverbs 7:3). This is not a reference to the prominent phylacteries ostentatiously paraded by the Pharisees. It simply means, "Whatever you do, do not forget these instructions."

"Say unto Wisdom, Thou art my sister" (Proverbs 7:4). Again we have Wisdom personified; and in this chapter she is presented in contrast to the strange woman in a dramatic challenge concerning which woman the youth will choose, whether Wisdom and life, or the strange woman and death. There is a New Testament counterpart to this. Jesus Christ is our Wisdom (1 Corinthians 1:30); "And Christ calls those who do God's will his brother and sister and mother (Matthew 12:50)."[7]
These first five verses set the stage for the confrontation and seduction of the youth next reported.

Verse 6
A REALISTIC PICTURE OF HOW IT HAPPENED
"For at the window of my house
I looked forth through my lattice;

And I beheld among the simple ones,

I discerned among the youths,

A young man void of understanding,

Passing through the street near her corner;

And he went the way to her house,

In the twilight, in the evening of the day,

In the middle of the night and in the darkness.

And, behold, there met him a woman

With the attire of a harlot, and wily of heart.

(She is clamorous and willful;

Her feet abide not in her house:

Now she is in the streets, now in the broad places,

And lieth in wait at every corner).

So she caught him, and kissed him,

And with an impudent face she said unto him:

Sacrifices of peace-offerings are with me;

This day have I paid my vows.

Therefore came I forth to meet thee,

Diligently to seek thy face, and I have found thee.

I have spread my couch with carpets of tapestry,

With striped cloths of the yarn of Egypt.

I have perfumed my bed

With myrrh, aloes, and cinnamon.

Come, let us take our fill of love till the morning;

Let us solace ourselves with loves.

For the man is not at home;

He is gone on a long journey:

He hath taken a bag of money with him;

He will come home at the full moon.

With her much fair speech she causeth him to yield;

With the flattering of her lips she forceth him along.

He goeth after her straightway,

As an ox goeth to the slaughter,

Or as one in fetters to the correction of a fool;

Till an arrow strike through his liver;

As a bird hasteth to the snare,

And knoweth not that it is for his life."

"I looked forth through my lattice" (Proverbs 7:7). "This ancient window was something comparable to our Venetian blinds."[8]
"I beheld among the simple ones" (Proverbs 7:7). "The word simple is here used in the bad sense for `empty-headed, empty-hearted.'"[9] He was hanging around a place of danger at a time when the pure in heart would have been seeking the security of their home.

"And he went the way to her house" (Proverbs 7:8). "Like meets like; the seduction is complete,"[10]
"In the twilight, in the evening ... in the middle of the night ... in darkness" (Proverbs 7:9). The mention of these different times suggests that the young man continued to walk up and down in front of the woman's house. "Also, there is a symbolical meaning in these pictures of the advancing gloom. As the shadows deepen, night is also falling over the young man's life."[11]
"A woman with the attire of a harlot" (Proverbs 7:10). This woman was not a professional harlot; she was merely taking advantage of her husband's absence to gratify her lust; and her bold aggressiveness in this suggests that this kind of conduct on her part had become habitual. "The fact of this woman being married technically distinguishes her from the harlot proper who was unmarried."[12]
"Now she is in the streets, now in the broad places" (Proverbs 7:12). "It is no common street-walker who is designated here, but the licentious married wife who is no better than such a strumpet when she walks about searching for a lover."[13]
"Sacrifices of peace-offerings are with me; ... I have paid my vows" (Proverbs 7:14). "This woman here uses the technical words of Leviticus 3:1 for peace-offerings."[14] This type of offering was required to be shared with the priest and the worshipper, the worshipper being required to eat his portion on the day it was offered. What the woman was saying here was that she had a lot of good food that needed to be eaten at once. Of course, this also was mentioned in order to cast a religious aroma over the evil deed she contemplated. "The law required that the peace-offering was to be eaten on the day of the offering (Leviticus 7:16)."[15] Thus, the very first part of this temptation was the offering of a sumptuous meal in the woman's house. "She is alluring the young man by saying that her refrigerator is full, that the man of the house is out of town; that they can have their fling and no one will ever know. No one except God!"[16]
It is uncertain whether this woman was an Israelite or not. "She need not be an Israelite."[17] Oh yes, she mentioned `paying her vows' and certain peace-offerings; but there is a real possibility that the vows mentioned here, "Refer to the proceeds of sacred prostitution associated with pagan cults, and vowed to some goddess of fertility."[18]
Tate accepted this suggestion and pointed out that, "This woman was the very most dangerous threat possible for this young man. She was a religious threat because of her connection and practice with the fertility cults; she was not the ordinary prostitute, but a wealthy and presumably respected woman. She was the very paradigm of the seductive promiscuous woman."[19] Tate gives us this sketch of the seductive woman here, an account that he credited to McKane:

"She was the wife of a well-to-do merchant, a man who traveled away from home for long periods of time on business. She, like her husband, was likely a foreigner and probably a devotee of an Astarte cult, passionate, lonely, restless, and careless of her reputation."[20]
"For the man is not at home" (Proverbs 7:19). "There seems to be a note of scorn here; the woman did not say `my husband,' but `the man.'"[21]
"He goeth after her ... as an ox to the slaughter" (Proverbs 7:22). Harris gives his own paraphrase of this: "The obstinate fool is suddenly caught and held fast by a trap lying in a forbidden path, so has the deceitful power of the adulteress caught the young man." The young man does not know that it will cost him his life. As the ox led to the slaughter is unaware of what will happen, so those who violate God's law are often unaware of the ultimate consequences.

Verse 24
FINAL WORD OF WARNING - THE EPILOGUE
"Now therefore, my sons, hearken unto me,
And attend to the words of my mouth.

Let not thy heart decline to her ways;

Go not astray in her paths.

For she hath cast down many wounded:

Yea, all her slain are a mighty host.

Her house is the way to Sheol,

Going down to the chambers of death."

"The defense advised here is threefold. (1) Guard your mind. One is in danger as soon as his mind wanders in her direction. (2) Keep away. Avoid all contact, literally, as well as mentally. (3) Look past her, farther down the road, to the countless slain, to the chambers of death."[22]
"Her slain are a mighty host" (Proverbs 7:26). "We think of Samson, and David, and Solomon, mighty men indeed, who were victims of illicit love and suffered for it."[23] "The house of the evil woman is here compared to a field of battle strewn with the corpses of the many slain."[24]
08 Chapter 8 

Verse 1
"This chapter forms at once the nucleus and the climax of this section of Proverbs. It includes a profound presentation of Wisdom as the moving principle of the ways of God."[1]
The great problem in the chapter is the interpretation of Proverbs 8:22-31. Are they to be understood as speaking of Christ; or, are they merely a personification of Wisdom in the literary and poetic sense alone?

That the passage most certainly carries the most significant overtones of Jesus Christ himself is undeniable, although it falls short of being a prophecy. It is primarily a personification of Wisdom; and that pinpoints the stupidity of the Arian heresy that tried to challenge the Divinity and Eternal Existence of Christ upon the basis of a personification, a personification that does not pretend to say even one word about Jesus Christ.

Nevertheless, Christ is most certainly in it; and there is nothing here that, in any sense, contradicts the New Testament revelation concerning either our Lord Jesus Christ or the acceptance for generations of the teachings of Christian theologians who have applied many of the things written here to Christ.

"Solomon, the wisest of men, had in himself personally become (almost) a personification of a dark and vicious life. Being himself so wise, how could he have failed to know that someday there would indeed be an Incarnate Wisdom, a glorious and eternal contrast with the Incarnate Vice (whom he had just described in the previous chapter, and to which he himself bore a striking resemblance)? In his marvelous description of Wisdom personified, and in tracing out her sweet and high-souled utterances the teacher (Solomon), unconsciously to himself, becomes a prophet, and presents, as we shall see, a faint and wavering image of Him who of God was to be made the Wisdom of God unto men and who would exhibit the perfect life embodying in their fullness all of the attributes of Wisdom."[2]
"The Christological interpretation of this chapter has existed from the earliest Christian centuries. Such New Testament passages as 1 Corinthians 8:6; Colossians 1:15-18; Hebrews 1:3; and Revelation 3:14, written by the apostles Paul and John, clearly teach that the terminology used in this chapter regarding Wisdom has its full and complete meaning only in, `Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God' (1 Corinthians 1:24)."[3]SIZE>

Deane's outline of the chapter is:

"I. Wisdom calls all to listen (Proverbs 8:1-5), and gives reasons for trusting her (Proverbs 8:6-11).

II. Displays her excellence (Proverbs 8:12-21).

III. She discourses regarding her eternity (Proverbs 8:22-31).

IV. She again warns against disobeying her commandments."[4]
Proverbs 8:1-5
WISDOM CALLS ALL TO HEAR HER WORDS
"Doth not wisdom cry,
And understanding put forth her voice?

On the top of high places by the way,

Where the paths meet, she standeth;

Beside the gates, at the entrance of the city,

At the coming in of the doors, she crieth aloud:

Unto you, O men, I call;

And my voice is unto the sons of men.

O ye simple, understand prudence;

And ye fools, be of an understanding heart."

What a contrast there is between the woman Wisdom, as depicted here, and the woman Vice as revealed in the previous chapter! "Wisdom does not speak in whispered seductive tones under the cover of twilight and darkness";[5] she thunders the truth from the gates of the city, shouts it in the public streets, and demands that all men of every class and condition heed her admonitions.

"O, ye simple, ye fools ... understand" (Proverbs 8:5). "The `simple' here are not the mentally handicapped, but sinners. The word `fools' is what we call the moral vocabulary of Proverbs. The word is used 49 times in Proverbs, eighteen times in Ecclesiastes, and three times elsewhere."[6]
Verse 6
REASONS WHY MEN SHOULD HEED HER ADMONITIONS
"Hear, for I will speak excellent things;
And the opening of my lips shall be right things.

For my mouth shall utter truth;

And wickedness is an abomination to my lips.

All the words of my mouth are in righteousness;

There is nothing crooked or perverse in them.

They are all plain to him that understandeth,

And right to them that find knowledge.

Receive my instruction, and not silver;

And knowledge rather than choice gold.

For wisdom is better than rubies;

And all the things that may be desired are not to be compared to her."

"Proverbs 8:6-9 here form a group of aphorisms, all saying substantially the same thing, with variations of phraseology."[7] Men should heed the words of Wisdom because they are true, righteous, valuable, more desirable than gold, just, holy and absolutely devoid of anything crooked or corrupt.

"They are all plain ... to them that find knowledge" (Proverbs 8:9). There's something special about this verse. "We have the assumption here that people know in their hearts that God's moral procedure is right, and a direct recognition of the insight of the conscience. The world is divided into two classes, the wise and the fools, and it depends upon the man's will to which of these he shall belong."[8]
Verse 12
MORE REASONS FOR HEEDING THE WORDS OF WISDOM
"I wisdom have made prudence my dwelling,
And find out knowledge and discretion.

The fear of Jehovah is to hate evil:

Pride, and arrogancy, and the evil way,

And the perverse mouth do I hate.

Counsel is mine, and sound knowledge:

I am understanding; I have might.

By me kings reign,

And princes decree justice.

By me princes rule,

And nobles, even all the judges of the earth.

I love them that love me;

And those that seek me diligently shall find me.

Riches and honor are with me;

Yea, durable wealth and righteousness.

My fruit is better than gold, yea, than fine gold;

And my revenue than choice silver.

I walk in the way of righteousness,

In the midst of the paths of justice;

That I may cause those that love me to inherit substance,

And that I may fill their treasuries."

"I wisdom have made prudence my dwelling ..." (Proverbs 8:12). Anchor Bible's rendition of this is, "I am Wisdom. My neighbor is intelligence. I am found in company with knowledge and thought."[9]
"Counsel is mine ... I have might" (Proverbs 8:14). "The things mentioned in this verse are attributes of God Himself."[10]
"By me kings reign" (Proverbs 8:15). "Not only in the common lives of common men, but also in the exercise of the very highest sovereignties, men must have this Wisdom in order to succeed."[11] "Proverbs 8:17-21 teach men how to make life a success, in the worldly sense."[12] However, it is in the application of the principles of the true Wisdom in the moral and spiritual phases of one's life that by far the greatest rewards of Wisdom are to be received.

Verse 22
REVELATION OF ETERNAL WISDOM'S PART IN CREATION
"Jehovah possessed me in the beginning of his way,
Before his works of old.

I was set up from everlasting, from the beginning,

Before the earth was.

When there were no depths, I was brought forth,

When there were no fountains abounding with water.

Before the mountains were settled,

Before the hills was I brought forth;

While as yet he had not made the earth, nor the fields,

Nor the beginning of the dust of the world.

When he established the heavens, I was there:

When he set a circle upon the face of the deep,

When he made firm the skies above,

When the fountains of the deep became strong,

When he gave to the sea its bound,

That the waters should not transgress his commandment,

When he marked out the foundations of the earth;

Then I was by him as a master workman;

And I was daily his delight,

Rejoicing always before him,

Rejoicing in his habitable earth;

And my delight was with the sons of men."

These verses are among the most discussed passages in all the Bible. Here was a prominent battle ground of the great Arian controversy, which was led by Arius and his followers during the fourth century of this era. They denied the oneness of Jesus Christ with the Father, basing their arguments largely upon Proverbs 8:22 in this passage. We have already noted the stupidity of that argument, on the grounds that the passage does not even mention Christ. That many of the things here stated with regard to Wisdom are also most certainly true of Christ is no proof whatever that everything here said of Wisdom is also true of Christ. Therefore, even if Wisdom was created by God, how could that prove that Christ was a created being? This, of course, is totally apart from the fact that the Septuagint (LXX) mistranslation of Proverbs 8:22, upon which the Arians based their heresy, was simply that, a mistranslation.

"Jehovah possessed me in the beginning of his way" (Proverbs 8:22). This is the line which the Septuagint (LXX) translated, "The Lord made me the beginning of his ways."[13] The Arians, of course, read this, "The Lord created me, etc." The current tragedy is that the RSV has erroneously translated this verse as, "The Lord created me at the beginning of his work." It is absolutely impossible that the RSV is correct in this rendition. F. C. Cook, writing in Barnes' Notes, declared that, "There is no ground for the thought of creation either in the meaning of the root or in the general usage of the word."[14] Even the Anchor Bible rejected the stupid error of the RSV in this verse, rendering it, "The Lord possessed me, the first principle of his sovereignty."[15] Kidner identifies the source of the false rendition in the RSV, pointing out that, "Ugaritic literature (and the paganism that dominates it) has recently swung opinion toward `created' as in the RSV."[16]
The false notion that, "Wisdom was the first of God's works,"[17] overlooks the axiomatic truth that nothing could have been created, not even wisdom, without the Creator's prior possession of it. Any other postulation on this appears to this writer as the height of the ridiculous.

Ordinary human intelligence dramatically refutes such a corrupt rendition. How, in the name of all that is reasonable, could God have created that Wisdom by which the worlds were made, if he did not indeed already possess it? Let the scholars who authored this ridiculous translation answer that! "To say that God at first lacked Wisdom by which he would create all things, and that He had first either to create it or learn it is absurd."[18] The true translation of this Proverbs 8:22 is that in the KJV, which is also followed in the ASV.

"Great controversy for ages has raged over the word from which the various words, made, possessed, and created have been translated."[19] But the truth is apparent even to the unlearned that God did not need to create wisdom, he possessed it! And if God had not already possessed it, He would never, in a billion years, have been able to create it! In this connection, it must be remembered that the wisdom mentioned here was that knowledge by which heaven and earth were created.

Many scholars have devoted countless pages to the discussion of the problem reviewed here; but we shall not further bother with an old controversy that was actually decided more than a thousand years ago. It is all resolved in the one incontrovertible truth that God did indeed "possess" (that's the key word) all Wisdom, all Knowledge, all Intelligence, Omnipotence, Ubiquitousness, and Omniscience from the eternal past.

Furthermore, even the Septuagint (LXX) statement that, "The Lord made me (Wisdom) the beginning of his ways," in no way suggests that God needed to create wisdom. The passage merely says that God made it the beginning (or foundation) of all his works; and God could not possibly have done THAT unless he did indeed already possess Wisdom.

So the Arian heresy died because (1) It was founded upon a passage that did not say what they alleged that it said, and (2) because if it indeed had said such a thing, it would not have applied to Christ, because the whole passage is a literary personification in which Christ is not even mentioned.

"I was set up from everlasting" (Proverbs 8:23). It is impossible that this could have been said of any created thing. The eternity of wisdom as a possession of God is here clearly stated. This verse says that, "Wisdom is eternal."[20] The RSV translators, seeing that this contradicted their false rendition of Proverbs 8:22, made it read, "Ages ago"; but unless we are willing to allow modern unbelievers to re-write the holy Bible to please themselves, we should reject their changes out of hand.

"Before the earth was ... when there were no depths ... fountains ... mountains ...hills ... nor fields ... I was there" (Proverbs 8:23-27). "These several expressions all say that Wisdom is eternal."[21]
"When he made firm the skies above" (Proverbs 8:28). The basic truth of this statement is totally lost on some evil writers. The skies above us ARE INDEED FIRM. The atmosphere itself is a divine coat of armor that protects the planet earth (1) from the ultra-violet radiation that would destroy all life without that "firm" atmosphere which includes the protective layer of ozone, and (2) also from the myriads of wandering meteorites, which long ago would have pock-mocked our earth in a manner similar to that which is seen on the moon if it had not been for those "firm" skies. Every time one sees what is called "a falling star," he is really witnessing our "firm" skies burning up and destroying another meteorite.

The destructive critics writing in the International Critical Commentary have perverted this passage by identifying it with Babylonian mythology, affirming that the Bible here teaches that, "The sky was a solid dome supported on pillars, that there were two oceans, one beneath the earth and another above that solid dome, and that the rain came down when God opened the windows of heaven (Genesis 7:11). All of this is an imaginary construction of modern (unbelieving) authors who take literally the figurative and poetic expressions of Biblical passages and, putting them together, build a crude cosmology which the Bible does not teach."[22]
Unbelieving critics love to literalize Biblical passages for the purpose of denying the truth. A New Testament example is in the statement of Christ regarding the deceased daughter of Jairus, "The child is not dead, but sleepeth" (Mark 5:39).

Toy's writing with regard to the "windows" of heaven was cited by Harris as another example of this same evil device.[23] Ancient windows could not open and close as do ours. The Bible also noted that, "The windows of heaven" could let down barley and flour, and other blessings (2 Kings 7:2; Malachi 3:10); and even a grammar school student should be able to recognize such language as figurative.

This wicked habit of unbelieving writers may properly be called "the fundamentalism of critics." Quite inconsistently, they deny many plain and literal statements of God's Word, making light of Christians who believe them; and then, they themselves will deliberately literalize any figurative passage that may serve their purpose.

"I was by him ... a master workman ... daily his delight ... rejoicing always before him ... and my delight was with the sons of men" (Proverbs 8:30-31). All of these expressions find their full explanation in the New Testament; and that is why Christian theologians for centuries have seen Jesus Christ as the Wisdom of God who is mentioned in this remarkable passage. Christ was in the beginning with God, and was God, and without him nothing was made that has been made (John 1:1-5). Yes, John used the word Logos here (a word identified with the philosopher Philo); but, "Philo's [@logos] was impersonal ... So when John speaks of the Word (the [@Logos]), he teaches the true Hebrew idea of a personal, creating God, thus using Philo's word to reject and contradict Philo's thought."[24]
Verse 32
THE EPILOGUE
"Now therefore, my sons, hearken unto me;
For blessed are they that keep my ways.

Hear instruction, and be wise,

And refuse it not.

Blessed is the man that heareth me,

Watching daily at my gates,

Waiting at the posts of my doors.

For whoso findeth me findeth life,

And shall obtain favor of Jehovah.

But he that sinneth against me wrongeth his own soul:

And they that hate me love death."

"This conclusion states the happiness of those who obey her (Wisdom), and the evil fate of those who reject her."[25] Of course, the paramount application of these verses relates them either to the obedience or the rejection of Jesus Christ.

09 Chapter 9 

Verse 1
This chapter concludes the first division of Proverbs. "It gives a brief summary of the warnings in the previous chapters."[1] Some scholars label it as "the fifteenth admonitory discourse,"[2] but we have paid little attention to these rather arbitrary divisions. This chapter could easily be divided into two separate discourses; and this is true of several of the others.

"The previous warnings are here summarized in the form of a picture of two women, Wisdom and Folly, each inviting men to a banquet."[3]
THE INVITATION OF WISDOM
Proverbs 9:1-6
"Wisdom hath builded her house;
She hath hewn out her seven pillars:

She hath killed her beasts; she hath mingled her wine;

She hath also furnished her table:

She hath sent forth her maidens;

She crieth upon the highest places of the city:

Whoso is simple, let him turn in hither:

As for him that is void of understanding, she saith to him,

Come, eat ye of my bread.

And drink of the wine that I have mingled.

Leave off, ye simple ones, and live;

And walk in the way of understanding."

"Wisdom hath builded her house ... hewn out her seven pillars" (Proverbs 9:1). These words stress the infinite preparation and experience that lie behind the true wisdom of God, as revealed in the Bible. "The allegorical interpretations of the seven pillars are numberless,"[4] but we have not found any which we are willing to accept. "The seven pillars were an ordinary architectural feature of the times introduced here as the usual appendage of a house."[5] It may be assumed that a house with seven pillars was a magnificent dwelling. "In ancient Nineveh, Sennacherib's new year festival house, discovered in recent years, had seven pillars."[6]
"She hath killed her beasts ... mingled her wine ... furnished her table" (Proverbs 9:2). The RSV has mixed instead of mingled. "The parable of the Great Supper (Matthew 22; Luke 14) may perhaps be modeled on this passage."[7] "There is an evident connection between them."[8]
What is meant by Wisdom having mixed her wine? The truth might not be very welcome to liquor-soaked America, but the truth is that the more enlightened ancients did not drink undiluted wine. Harris noted that, "The book of 2Maccabees declares that wine undiluted with water was thought to be distasteful."[9] Especially, "The Greeks used diluted wine; and that usage became general, especially among the Hebrews. Rabbi Eliezer even forbade the saying of the table-blessing over undiluted wine. The proportion of the mixture that was water was large, only about one fourth to one third of the mixture being wine. The wine of the Last Supper may be described as a sweet, red, fermented wine rather highly diluted."[10]
This does not mean that the sinners of ancient times diluted their wine. Drunkenness was a common sin, and the wine that usually caused it was not diluted. The significant thing, however, is that Wisdom diluted hers! There was also an ancient custom of mingling certain spices with wine, thus enhancing the taste of it and making it even more potent. This is thought to be mentioned in Isaiah 5:22. However, Keil insisted that even in that passage, "The reference is to mingling wine with water."[11] Toy pointed out that, "What sort of mixing is here intended is uncertain."[12] We think it is certain. Wisdom would certainly not have doctored up her wine with any kind of drugs and spices to make it more powerful. She would have diluted it with water.

"She crieth from the highest places of the city" (Proverbs 9:3). The contrast is between the appeal of Wisdom from the most prominent places on earth and that of the clandestine, secret, under-cover-of-darkness operations of Folly, the vice described in the previous chapter.

"Whoso is simple, let him turn in hither" (Proverbs 9:4). The simple here are ALL MEN in that phase of life in which vital and permanent choices are to be made. There is no reference here to the feeble minded or the handicapped. It is the great paradox of human life that the choices and decisions that determine destiny come at quite an early time, that time which all mankind passes through, and during which, "Ye simple ones" is the proper address.

"Come, eat ye of my bread, and drink of the wine which I have mingled" (Proverbs 9:5). Toy, who was so crassly literal in his interpretation of that firm ("solid dome") sky back in Proverbs 8:28 had no trouble seeing the figurative nature of this passage, of which he wrote, "The invitation here is figurative."[13] We also find here other overtones which speak to us of that Greater Wisdom who is Christ. "This passage is parallel to the higher teaching of the holy Gospels (John 6:27; Matthew 26:26)."[14] He who has been made "The Wisdom of God to us (1 Corinthians 1:24,30) also invites those who love him to "Eat of this bread ... and drink of this cup."

Verse 7
SOME SPECIAL PROVERBS BETWEEN THE TWO INVITATIONS FROM WISDOM AND FROM FOLLY
"He that correcteth a scoffer getteth to himself reviling;
And he that reproveth a wicked man getteth himself a blot.

Reprove not a scoffer, lest he hate thee:

Reprove a wise man, and he will love thee.

Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be yet wiser:

Teach a wise man, and he will increase in learning.

The fear of Jehovah is the beginning of wisdom;

And the knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.

For by me thy days shall be multiplied,

And the years of thy life shall be increased.

If thou art wise, thou art wise for thyself,'

And if thou scoffest, thou alone shall bear it."

Some of the scholars object to the inclusion of Proverbs 9:7-12 at this point in the chapter; but there is no agreement on where they should be placed if removed from where we find them. "It may be that these verses are intended to emphasize in an indirect manner the role of Wisdom as a teacher."[15]
Hendry pointed out that, "In Proverbs 9:7 and Proverbs 9:8, the contrast is not between those invited and those not invited to the house of Wisdom, but between the reactions of the scoffer and the teachable man to that discipline imparted by wisdom."[16] Christ utilized this same teaching in his warnings against giving that which is holy to dogs and casting one's pearls before swine (Matthew 7:6).

Another interesting comment on these intermediate verses between Wisdom and Folly is, "There is a degree of pessimism in these verses, and it may be that their location here is to tone down the optimism of Proverbs 9:1-6."[17]
It is a solemn fact that there are incorrigibly wicked men, scoffers and haters of all that is righteous; and the message here is that Wisdom must not waste her efforts upon such evil men.

"If thou art wise, thou art wise for thyself,, if thou scoffest ... thou shalt bear it" (Proverbs 9:12). "Only here in Proverbs is the doctrine of individual responsibility promulgated."[18]
Verse 13
FOLLY ALSO CRIES TO THE SIMPLE; TURN YE IN HITHER
"The foolish woman is clamorous;
She is simple, and knoweth nothing.

And she sitteth at the door of her house,

On a seat in the high places of the city,

To call to them that pass by,

Who go right on their ways:

Whoso is simple, let him turn in hither;

And as for him that is void of understanding, she saith to him,

Stolen waters are sweet,

And bread eaten in secret is pleasant.

But he knoweth not that the dead are there;

That her guests are in the depths of Sheol."

This is one of the most impressive chapters in the Bible. It is this picture of the two women, Wisdom and Folly. "The two give the contrast between rectitude and sexual debauchery."[19] Both of them shout their messages from the highest places, inviting the simple ones to "turn in hither." One of these is holy, pure, eternal, righteous and the Great Benefactor of all who heed her cry. The other is unholy, shameless, wicked and seductive, bringing desolation and death to all who follow her, and whose guests are in the depths of the grave. And every man makes his choice of which he shall patronize.

Keil noted that, "Folly is here the incarnation of worldly lust."[20]
The description of this evil woman stresses her ignorance, noisiness, aggressiveness and persuasiveness. She diligently advocates the sin which she covets.

"She knoweth nothing" (Proverbs 9:13). The text here is a little uncertain, and the RSV reads it, "The woman knows no shame." The literal Hebrew here reads, "The woman of folly is boisterous, simplicity, and knows not what."[21] "The woman Folly is here regarded as a real person (personified); and between her and Virtue man has to make his choice."[22]
"Stolen waters are sweet" (Proverbs 9:17). "The secret enjoyment of sexual immorality is here offered by Folly. Her pleasures cannot be experienced in open daylight, but secretly, under the cover of darkness."[23]
Sin, due to the depravity of man, is made more attractive by the very fact of its being prohibited. "Pleasures are attractive because they are forbidden (Romans 7:7); and this is the one great proof of the inherent corruption of human nature."[24]
"He knoweth not that the dead are there" (Proverbs 9:18). With this warning the long first section of Proverbs (called by Cook the introduction)[25] is brought to a conclusion, and that great collection of separate proverbs for which the book is generally remembered begins at once in Proverbs 10. "Wisdom and Folly have both spoken, and their houses have been realistically painted for us. The learner is now challenged to choose."[26]
10 Chapter 10 

Verse 1
II. MISCELLANEOUS PROVERBS OF SOLOMON (Proverbs 10:1-22:16)
We are adopting a different style of commentary on these separate, disconnected maxims, most of them needing no explanation or comment whatever. The very simplicity of these axiomatic expressions, along with their common, everyday meaning, is in fact the secret of their strength and beauty.

"There seems to be no order in the arrangement of these proverbs; and so there will be no divisions noted here other than chapters and verses."[1] Some scholars, of course, have attempted to identify groups or subdivisions in this long list of proverbs; but none that we have seen is convincing. All such, "Groupings are secondary; and the main burden of exegesis must be borne by the individual sentences."[2]
Many of the comments which we have reviewed are little more than the author's attempt to repeat the message of the proverb in different phraseology; and quite frequently this is helpful. Our purpose here will be to follow, in some degree at least, that pattern of exegesis. We shall also call upon the various Old Testament translations and versions for different renditions of the various proverbs. Also, we shall, in many instances, note the various readings advocated by 19th century scholars, current authors, and the ancient versions. We shall give special attention to any New Testament light on any of these. All aboard for an exciting journey!

Proverbs 10:1
"A wise son maketh a glad father; But a foolish son is the heaviness of his mother."
"The non-mention, generally in Proverbs, of daughters and women may be attributed in part to the relatively small estimation in which women of the ancient world were held."[3]
The teaching here is simply that, "A wise son makes a happy father, but a foolish son is a grief to his mother."[4] Of course, the converse is true also. A wise son makes happy parents; a foolish one grieves both his father and his mother. The same thing, of course, is true of daughters. It is the antithetical pattern of most of these proverbs that dictates the phraseolgy.

Verse 2
"Treasures of wickedness profit nothing; But righteousness delivereth from death."
"Wealth you get by dishonesty will do you no good, but honesty can save your life."[5]
Verse 3
"Jehovah will not suffer the soul of the righteous to famish; But he thrusteth away the desire of the wicked."
Note that it is not particularly the body of the righteous, but his soul that shall not famish. The NIV misses this significant difference. "The Lord does not let the righteous go hungry, but he thwarts the craving of the wicked."[6]
Verse 4
"He becometh poor that worketh with a slack hand; But the hand of the diligent maketh rich."
James Moffatt's Translation of the Bible, 1929, rendered this, "A slack hand makes men poor, a busy hand makes men rich."[7]
Verse 5
"He that gathereth in summer is a wise son; But he that sleepeth in harvest is a son that causeth shame."
"A smart man gathereth the crops at the right time; but if a man sleeps during the time of harvest and does not gather the crops, then he will be shamed."[8]
Verse 6
"Blessings are upon the head of the righteous; But violence covereth the mouth of the wicked."
Cook points out that an example of violence covering the mouth of the wicked is found in Esther 7:8, where it is mentioned that they covered the face of Haman.[9] It was an ancient custom to cover the faces of men condemned to death.

Verse 7
"The memory of the righteous is blessed; But the name of the wicked shall rot."
This contrasts the beautiful and precious memory of a godly life with the shame and rejection that linger upon the names of the wicked. As Deane asked, "Whoever thinks of naming a child Judas or Nero"?[10]
Verse 8
"The wise in heart shall receive commandments; But a prating fool shall fall."
"A sensible man will take orders; but the fool who talks back will be crushed."[11]
Verse 9
"He that walketh uprightly walketh surely; But he that perverteth his ways shall be known."
"He that walketh in innocence walketh securely; but he that goeth in secret ways is known."[12]
Verse 10
"He that winketh with the eye causeth sorrow; But a prating fool shall fall."
Most of the proverbs are antithetical; but, "The relation of the two clauses here is one of resemblance."[13] The underhanded deceiver (he that winketh) and the blabber-mouth fool alike bring sorrow.

Verse 11
"The mouth of the righteous is a fountain of life; But violence covereth the mouth of the wicked."
The RSV renders the second clause here, "The mouth of the wicked conceals violence."

Verse 12
"Hatred stirreth up strifes; But love covereth all transgressions."
"James 5:30,1 Peter 4:8 are connected with this verse by the word `covers.'"[14] These are not direct quotations, but both passages stress the same thought. Love indeed covers a multitude of transgressions.

Verse 13
"In the lips of him that hath discernment, wisdom is found; But a rod is for the back of him that is void of understanding."
"If your mind is enlightened, wisdom will flow into your words, and so into the lives of others; but if your mind is closed, God will deal with you, but by force (Psalms 32:8-9)."[15] The `rod' is a reference to corporal punishment by brutal scourgings which were inflicted upon offenders in ancient societies.

Verse 14
"Wise men lay up knowledge; But the mouth of the foolish is a present destruction."
"Sensible men are reticent, but a fool's babbling will bring trouble down."[16]
Verse 15
"The rich man's wealth is his strong city: The destruction of the poor is their poverty."
The grand emphasis throughout Proverbs is altogether worldly, material, and economic. Riches and poverty are viewed as the opposite poles of successful and unsuccessful lives. Practical and usable in the every-day affairs of life, these proverbs surely are; but they fall far short of the ideals of Him "Who for our sakes became poor" (2 Corinthians 8:9). Here and there in Proverbs there are fleeting glimpses of truth that points to the higher ideals of the New Testament. For example, Proverbs 18:11 has this, "The rich man's wealth is his strong city ... IN HIS OWN IMAGINATIONS"!

Verse 16
"The labor of the righteous tendeth to life; The increase of the wicked to sin."
"The reward for doing good is life, but sin leads only to more sin."[17]
Verse 17
"He is in the way of life that heedeth correction; But he that forsaketh reproof erreth."
McGee cited Absalom as a classical example of one, "Who wouldn't accept reproof";[18] but one hardly needs to go that far back in history to find myriads of other examples of the same error!

Verse 18
"He that hideth hatred is of lying lips; And he that uttereth slander is a fool."
DeHoff noted that "Comment here is hardly necessary, and yet the sin of many `good' people is that of gossip and slander."[19] It should be particularly noted here that it is not the invention of a slander, but the repetition of it, that is forbidden.

Verse 19
"In the multitude of words there wanteth not transgression; But he that refraineth his lips doeth wisely."
This thunders the message that one should avoid talking too much. Various readings of the second clause here are: "He who controls his tongue acts wisely" (TOY), and "The wise man guardeth his tongue." (FRANK).[20] The New Testament elaborates this warning. "If any stumbleth not in word, the same is a perfect man" (James 3:1-13).

Verse 20
"The tongue of the righteous is as choice silver: The heart of the wicked is little worth."
Dod's paraphrase of the second clause is, "Sinful persons make a great show on the outside, but there's nothing within them that's worth anything"![21] Peter said to the lame man, "Silver and gold have I none," but his words were life, health and strength to the cripple.[22" translation="">Acts 3:6f.">[22]

Verse 21
"The lips of the righteous feed many; But the foolish die for lack of understanding."
The kind of food with which the lips of the righteous may feed others is, "The food that abideth unto eternal life" (John 6:27), namely, the blessed Truth of the holy gospels, without which, "the foolish die for lack of understanding."

Verse 22
"The blessing of Jehovah, it maketh rich; And he addeth no sorrow therewith."
"When sorrow comes to men who have been enriched by God, it springs from some other source than that of the riches. Great sorrow came to Solomon, but God did not add it; Solomon by his sins added it."[23]
Verse 23
"It is as sport to a fool to do wickedness; And so is wisdom to a man of understanding."
A various reading here, "It is sport for a fool to commit lewdness, but it is an abomination to a man of understanding."[24] "A rascal thinks sin is fun."[25]
Verse 24
"The fear of the wicked, it shall come upon him; And the desire of the righteous shall be granted."
Fritsch noted that the Hebrew text supports either the thought expressed here, or that, "The fear which evil men inspire in others is that which will come upon them."[26]
Verse 25
"When the whirlwind passes, the wicked is no more; But the righteous is an everlasting foundation."
The truth of this is apparently lost on our beloved America today. "It is righteousness that exalteth a nation" (Proverbs 14:34). Ten righteous people would have spared Sodom and Gomorrah from destruction. The only foundation therefore for any `everlasting' society is righteous people. Humanism is the destruction of any society built upon it.

Verse 26
"As vinegar to the teeth, and as smoke in the eyes, So is the sluggard to them that send him."
The message here is that there is no worse messenger that can be sent than a lazy one.

Verse 27
"The fear of Jehovah prolongeth days; But the years of the wicked shall be shortened."
There is no mature person who cannot recall from what he has observed many examples of the wicked whose lives have been shortened and terminated by their wicked deeds. The drunken drivers killed in accidents, the robber shot in the act, the adulterer slain in vengeance - the list is endless.

Verse 28
"The hope of the righteous shall be gladness, But the expectation of the wicked shall perish."
Contrasting with the futile hopes of the wicked that shall come to naught, "The patient expectation of the righteous is joyful, because it has full confidence of its being fulfilled."[27]
Verse 29
"The way of Jehovah is a stronghold to the upright; But it is a destruction to the workers of iniquity."
The inherent enmity between good and evil appears here. This truth is quite comprehensive. Devotion to God and the service of holy religion in Christ, "Are for the righteous a strong protection and a safe retreat";[28] but God's ultimate purpose is that of casting evil out of his universe. There is absolutely no way that wickedness can win.

Verse 30
"The righteous shall never be removed; But the wicked shall not dwell in the land."
The truth here is eternal in its scope. History affords many examples of the oppression of the righteous and the establishment of wicked populations in every land; but in the destiny of our sin-cursed earth, God has scheduled another chapter. "We look for new heavens and a new earth wherein dwelleth righteousness" (2 Peter 3:13).

Verse 31
"The mouth of the righteous bringeth forth wisdom; But the perverse tongue shall be cut off."
An interesting paraphrase here is: "Good people say wise things, but people will stop listening to a person that says things that bring trouble."[29] There is also here a glimpse of ancient brutal punishments in which the tongues of disrespectful servants were actually cut off.

Verse 32
"The lips of the righteous know what is acceptable; But the mouth of the wicked speaketh perverseness."
"In both of these last two verses, the straightforward speech of the righteous which informs and pleases is contrasted with the evil speech of the wicked."[30] "Thy speech betrayeth thee"! (Matthew 26:73) was correctly applied to the apostle Peter; but it also fits us all!

11 Chapter 11 

Verse 1
Proverbs 11:1
"A false balance is an abomination to Jehovah; But a Just weight is his delight."
"Dishonest scales are abominable to the Lord, but a true weight pleases him."[1] This is one of many warnings in the Bible against dishonesty (Proverbs 16:11; 20:10,23); and, of course, any kind of dishonesty is also abominable in God's sight. The false balances were those in which the heavy weights were used in buying and the light ones were used in selling.

Verse 2
"When pride cometh, then cometh shame; But with the lowly is wisdom."
A number of other proverbs regarding pride are Proverbs 13:10; 15:33; 16:18,19; 18:12; 22:4. "People who are proud will soon be disgraced. It is wiser to be modest."[2] The great sin of all mankind is pride; and Paul tells us that it was the sin that ruined Satan (1 Timothy 3:6).

Verse 3
"The integrity of the upright shall guide them; But the perverseness of the treacherous shall destroy them."
"If you are good, you are guided by honesty. People who can't be trusted are destroyed by their own dishonesty."[3]
Verse 4
"Riches profit not in the day of wrath; But righteousness delivereth from death."
The Good News Bible rendered "day of wrath" here as "day of death"; but in the light of Revelation 6:17, that day is "the day of the wrath of God," the judgment day. In this interpretation, the "day of death" from which righteousness delivers is the "second death." It is also true that riches are of no value in the day of death.

Verse 5
"The righteousness of the perfect shall direct his way; But the wicked shall fall by his own wickedness."
"Righteousness traces out blameless paths; but ungodliness encounters unjust dealing."[4] The New Testament echoes this truth in the words, "Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap." (Galatians 6:7).

Verse 6
"The righteousness of the upright shall deliver them; But the treacherous shall be taken in their own iniquity."
"This is an emphatic reiteration of Proverbs 11:5. The indulgence of their passions destroys sinners."[5] Another rendition is, "The righteousness of the upright delivers them, but the unfaithful are trapped by evil desires."[6]
Verse 7
"When a wicked man dieth, his expectation shall perish; And the hope of iniquity perisheth."
The Spanish Bible renders this: "Cuando el malvado muere, Mueren con el sus esparanzas e ilusiones."[7] "When the evil one dies, there dies with him his hopes and expectations (illusions)."

Verse 8
"The righteous is delivered out of trouble; And the wicked cometh in his stead."
There is some ambiguity here, but the RSV clears it up: "The righteous is delivered from trouble, and the wicked gets into it instead." "There are many examples in Scripture of where this has happened. Thus Haman was hanged on the gallows which he had erected for Mordecai (Esther 7:10), and Daniel's accusers perished in the lions' den from which Daniel was saved (Daniel 6:24)."[8]
Verse 9
"With his mouth the godless man destroyeth his neighbor; But through knowledge shall the righteous be delivered."
This knowledge by which the righteous man is delivered from the enmity of an evil neighbor was called by Keil, "That knowledge which makes them acquainted with men."[9] One must always suspect and reject the proposals and suggestions of men who are recognized as wicked.

Verse 10
"When it goeth well with the righteous, the city rejoiceth; And when the wicked perish, there is shouting."
"What's good for the righteous is good for the city."[10] There is a direct connection between the morality of the population and the happiness and prosperity of the unit, whether of an individual city or community, or of an entire society. Nations where the will of God is ignored will find an increasing decline in their happiness, their prosperity and in their standard of living. This very day, America is beginning to see this accomplished.

Verse 11
"By the blessing of the upright, the city is exalted; But it is overthrown by the mouth of the wicked."
This is an emphatic reiteration of the previous verse. "A town prospers when it has the blessing of upright men, but the words of evil men can destroy it."[11]
Verse 12
"He that despiseth his neighbor is void of wisdom; But a man of understanding holdeth his peace."
"He who belittles his neighbor lacks sense, but a man of understanding remains silent."[12] The first and great commandment is to love God ... and to "Love thy neighbor as thyself." This stands both in the Old Testament and in the New Testament (Mark 12:31).

Verse 13
"He that goeth about as a talebearer revealeth secrets; But he that is of a faithful spirit concealeth a matter."
Of all the damaging habits of evil people, that of the gossip and the talebearer must rank very high indeed. "The one who comes to us with tales of others will also reveal our secrets."[13] "Any person who tells secrets about other people can't be trusted. But a person that can be trusted does not spread gossip."[14] As DeHoff said it, "There is no bigger fool than the one who tells everything he knows."[15]
Verse 14
"Where no wise guidance is, the people falleth; But in the multitude of counselors there is safety."
"It is better when a people are governed by laws and conclusions resulting from the deliberation of many competent and authorized men, than when their fate is entrusted unconditionally to only one or to a few."[16] This proverb, however, does not necessarily apply to every situation. There is another proverb (not in the Bible) which says, "Too many cooks spoil the broth."

Verse 15
"He that is surety for a stranger shall smart for it; But he that hateth securityship is secure."
"If you promise to pay a stranger's debt, you will regret it. You are better off if you don't get involved."[17]
Verse 16
"A gracious woman obtaineth honor; And violent men obtain riches."
Cook has a rendition here which clears up what otherwise seems to be two unrelated clauses. "A gracious woman obtains honor, As violent men obtain riches."[18] The meaning would then be that it is just as likely that a gracious woman will be honored as it is that violent men will get rich.

Verse 17
"The merciful man doeth good to his own soul; But he that is cruel troubleth his own flesh."
"A merciful man doeth good to his own soul; but he that is cruel casteth off even his own kindred."[19] "You do yourself a favor when you are kind. If you are cruel, you only hurt yourself."[20] The RSV leaves out the word only.

Verse 18
"The wicked earneth deceitful wages; But he that soweth righteousness hath a sure reward."
"It is not real, what a bad man gains; but goodness yields a lasting profit."[21] A wicked man's deceptive wages will not provide for him what he expected.

Verse 19
"He that is stedfast in righteousness shall attain unto life; And he that pursueth evil doeth it to his own death."
"The meaning here is that real, genuine righteousness has the promise of this life and of that which is to come (1 Timothy 4:8); and that the man who practices evil brings ruin, eventually, upon himself - a trite, but unheeded warning."[22]
Verse 20
"They that are perverse in heart are an abomination to Jehovah; But such as are perfect in their way are his delight."
"Abomination, as taught in Proverbs, is a thing so radically full of evil, that it must be forced out some day, by the very necessities of the universe."[23] That God indeed finds in some human life a source of delight is a great encouragement. "How wonderful is the grace of God, which takes such kind notice of the righteousness of sinful men, imperfect as that righteousness must be."[24]
Verse 21
"Though hand join in hand, the evil man shall not be unpunished; But the seed of the righteous shall be delivered."
"The purpose here is merely to contrast the fates of the wicked and the righteous. The expression, `though hand join in hand' carries the meaning of `assuredly,' derived from the usual practice of striking hands in a bargain."[25]
Verse 22
"As a ring of gold in a swine's snout, So is a fair woman without discretion."
"If a beautiful woman is foolish, it is the same as a gold ring in a pig's nose."[26] The word `discretion' is a very comprehensive term. "It signifies physical taste, intellectual discrimination, sound judgment and moral uprightness."[27]
Verse 23
"The desire of the righteous is only good; But the expectation of the wicked is wrath."
"What good men desire ends in their favor: a bad man's hope ends in the wrath of God."[28]
Verse 24
"There is that scattereth, and increaseth yet more; And there is that withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth only to want."
"One gives away, and still he grows richer: Another keeps what he should give, and is the poorer."[29] This corresponds exactly with the promises of God in the New Testament (2 Corinthians 9:6-11).

Verse 25
"The liberal soul shall be made fat; And he that watereth shall be watered also himself."
This repeats and elaborates what was stated in the previous proverb. "Wealth is not the result of miserliness, but rather the opposite."[30]
Verse 26
"He that withholdeth grain, the people shall curse him; But blessing shall be upon the head of him that selleth it."
The background of this proverb appears to be a situation in which evil men monopolized the supply of grain, withholding it from the market to increase the price. Similar evil practices are mentioned in Amos 8:4-6.

Verse 27
"He that diligently seeketh good seeketh favor; But he that searcheth after evil, it shall come unto him."
"He who seeks what is morally good secures God's favor, while he that seeks what is morally bad brings down on himself divine retribution."[31]
Verse 28
"He that trusteth in riches shall fall; But the righteous shall flourish as the green leaf."
The teaching of the antithesis here is that the man who trusts in riches is evil, and that the righteous man does not trust in riches, but trusts in God.

Verse 29
"He that troubleth his own house shall inherit the wind; And the foolish shall be servant to the wise of heart."
"The man who brings trouble on his family will have nothing at the end. Foolish men shall always be servants to the wise."[32] There is implied here the fact of a man's primary obligation to be a blessing to his family.

Verse 30
"The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; And he that is wise winneth souls."
An alternate reading of the first clause is that, "The revenue of the righteous is a tree of life."[33] The proverb therefore deals with soul-winning, a truth missed by many of the translations and versions. The best rendition of the second clause here is in the ASV.

Verse 31
"Behold, the righteous shall be recompensed in the earth; How much more the wicked and the sinner!"
The teaching throughout Proverbs is that in this present life the respective rewards of righteousness and wickedness are meted out; but while this is true in a secondary sense, subject to many variations, the far greater consideration was pointed out by the apostle Peter: "And if the righteous is scarcely saved, where shall the ungodly and sinner appear"? (1 Peter 4:18). Tate tells us that, "The Greek text of this verse (from the LXX) is reproduced almost exactly by the apostle Peter in 1 Peter 4:18."[34]
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Verse 1
Proverbs 12:1
"Whoso loveth correction loveth knowledge; But he that hateth reproof is brutish."
"The lover of knowledge will take pleasure in the Bible, in sermons, and in conversation with good people."[1] No man is really wise who does not know and love the Bible. "He loveth correction who loveth knowledge, and he hateth instruction who is without reason."[2]
Verse 2
"A good man shall obtain favor of Jehovah; But a man of wicked devices will he condemn."
"He that is good shall draw grace from the Lord; but he that trusteth in his own devices doth wickedly."[3] This is only another way of saying that God will reward righteousness and condemn wickedness. This is the basic assumption of holy religion.

Verse 3
"A man shall not be established by wickedness; But the root of the righteousness shall not be moved."
"A man cannot make himself secure by wickedness, nor can the good man's roots be disturbed."[4] No project, nor any man, can be securely established upon anything other that righteousness. The great merchant princes of America have all been men of integrity. Wickedness does not work, not even in business.

Verse 4
"A worthy woman is the crown of her husband; But she that maketh ashamed is as rottenness in his bones."
"A good wife is her husband's pride and joy; but a wife who brings shame on her husband is like a cancer in his bones."[5] The Coverdale Bible translated this place, "A stedfast woman is a crowne unto her hussbonde, but she that behaveth herself unhonestly is a corruption in his bones."[6]
Verse 5
"The thoughts of the righteous are just; But the counsels of the wicked are deceit."
"Honest people will treat you fairly; the wicked only want to deceive you."[7] "Good people are fair and honest in the things they plan to do. But don't trust the things an evil person tells you."[8] Some of the renditions are surprising.

Verse 6
"The words of the wicked are of lying in wait for blood; But the mouth of the upright shall deliver them."
The antithetical contrast here regards the purpose of words: "The words of the wicked are for an evil purpose. Those of the righteous are for the purpose of delivering men."[9]
Verse 7
"The wicked are overthrown, and are not; But the house of the righteous shall stand."
Toy's rendition of this is: "The wicked are overthrown and vanish, but the house of the righteous stands."[10] "We have here another assurance of the instability of evil."[11]
Verse 8
"A man shall be commended according to his wisdom; But he that is of a perverse heart shall be despised."
"A man is praised as he shows insight: a brainless creature is despised."[12] "A man is praised according to his wisdom, but men with warped minds are despised."[13]
Verse 9
"Better is he that is lightly esteemed, and hath a servant, Than he that honoreth himself, and lacketh bread."
"It is better to be an ordinary man working for a living than to play the part of a great man but go hungry."[14] "Better a man of low rank with a servant, than one who makes a show and has to do his own work."[15]
Verse 10
"A righteous man regardeth the life of his beast; But the tender mercies of the wicked are cruel."
A various reading for the second clause is, "The heart of the wicked is cruel," or "The heart of the wicked is without mercy."[16] This proverb reflects the thought of the commandment that, "Thou shalt not muzzle the ox that treadeth out the corn." (Deuteronomy 25:4).

Verse 11
"He that tilleth his land shall have plenty of bread; But he that followeth after vain persons is void of understanding."
It was a rural society that first received this proverb, a society in which the majority of people tilled the land for a living. The words `his land' indicates ownership or occupancy of the land. "The `vain persons' of the second clause may also be accurately rendered as `worthless pursuits.'"[17] Some make up their own proverbs, as in this: "The man who tills his land will have plenty to eat, but the stupid spends his time chasing rainbows"![18]
Verse 12
"The wicked desireth the net of evil men; But the root of the righteous yieldeth fruit."
"The Hebrew here is obscure and meaningless in context; and the renditions are diverse. The KJV adds `fruit' (retained in the ASV), the RSV follows the LXX, the Douay Version of the Bible (New York: Catholic Book Publishing Company, 1948), adds the word `fortification.'"[19]
Verse 13
"In the transgression of the lips is a snare to the evil man; But the righteous shall come out of trouble."
Christ said, "By thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned" (Matthew 12:37). "A wicked man is trapped by his own words, but an honest man gets himself out of trouble."[20]
Verse 14
"A man shall be satisfied with good by the fruit of his mouth; And the doings of a man's hands shall be rendered unto him."
"A person is rewarded because of the good things that he says; and in the same way the work he does gives him profit."[21] One of the best ways to oil the gears of human relations, to make friends and influence people, is simply that of saying nice, friendly, complimentary and gracious things to the people with whom we are in daily contact.

Verse 15
"The way of a fool is right in his own eyes; But he that is wise hearkeneth unto counsel."
"The way of a fool seems right to him, but a wise man listens to advice."[22]
Verse 16
"A fools vexation is presently known; But a prudent man concealeth shame."
"A fool is quick to show annoyance, but a shrewd man retains his retort."[23] "Let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath" (James 1:19).

Verse 17
"He that uttereth truth showeth forth righteousness; But a false witness, deceit."
"Most of the proverbs in the rest of this chapter deal with the tongue. There are a hundred verses in this whole book that deal, one way or another, with the use of the tongue."[24] It may be a source of life or death. The sacred writer James devotes the greater part of his James 3 to the truth regarding the tongue. It is like a wild beast that cannot be tamed; it must be bridled and controlled. "The reference here is to the depositions of witnesses before a legal tribunal."[25]
Verse 18
"There is that speaketh rashly like the piercings of a sword; But the tongue of the wise is health."
Toy's rendition is: "Some men's chatter is like sword-thrusts, but the tongue of the wise is healing."[26]
Verse 19
"The lip of truth shall be established forever; But a lying tongue is but for a moment."
"True lips establish testimony; but a hasty witness has an unjust tongue."[27] The permanence of truth as contrasted with error is stated here. "Truth crushed to earth shall rise again, But wounded error writhes in pain"[28]
Verse 20
"Deceit is in the heart of them that are evil; But to the counselors of peace is joy."
"Injustice is the purpose of those who devise evil, but they whose plans promote well-being are just."[29] It is evident that some of the renditions cited here have been achieved, either by emending the text, or by adjusting the clauses to form an antithesis. Others simply make a paraphrase, or even invent their own proverb. "Evil people always want to cause trouble, but people who work for peace will be happy."[30]
Verse 21
"There shall be no mischief happen to the righteous; But the wicked shall be filled with evil."
Toy preserved the form of the antithesis thus: "No mischief befalls the righteous, but the wicked are full of misfortune."[31]
Verse 22
"Lying lips are an abomination to Jehovah; But they that deal truly are his delight."
This verse is quite similar to Proverbs 11:20, and our comments there are applicable here.

Verse 23
"A prudent man concealeth knowledge; But the heart of fools proclaimeth foolishness."
Keil's rendition is: "A prudent man conceals knowledge, and a heart-fool proclaims imbecility."[32] Moffatt has; "No cautious man blurts out all that he knows, but a fool comes out with his folly."[33]
Verse 24
"The hand of the diligent shall bear rule; But the slothful shall be put under taskwork."
The mention of taskwork here reminds us that, "Forced labor was Solomon's own inglorious introduction in Israel."[34] We might add that it was also the sin that divided the kingdom and disrupted the reign of Rehoboam, Solomon's son.

Verse 25
"Heaviness in the heart of a man maketh it stoop; But a good work maketh it glad."
"A word of terror disturbs the heart of a (righteous) man, but a good message will gladden him."[35] In the first clause, the subject is anxiety; and the Savior, "Bids us beware of anxiety, and not to perplex ourselves with solicitude for the future (Matthew 6:34; 1 Peter 5:7)."[36]
Verse 26
"The righteous is a guide to his neighbor; But the way of the wicked causeth them to err."
Here again one's obligation to his neighbor is stressed. The uncertainty of the Hebrew text here prompted this rendition: "A righteous man turns away from evil, but the way of the wicked leads them astray."[37]
Verse 27
"The slothful man roasteth not that which he took in hunting; But the precious substance of men is to the diligent."
"The slothful man will not catch his prey, but the diligent man will get precious wealth."[38] This, of course, is another `guess,' based upon the uncertainty of the Hebrew text.

Verse 28
"In the way of righteousness is life; And in the pathway thereof, there is no death."
How could a proverb like this need any comment or explanation whatever?

13 Chapter 13 

Verse 1
Proverbs 13:1
"A wise son heareth his father's instruction; But a scoffer heareth not rebuke."
"A wise child loves discipline, but a scoffer does not listen to rebuke."[1] "A sensible son heeds what his father tells him, but a scoffer does not listen to rebuke."[2]
Verse 2
"A man shall eat good by the fruit of his mouth; But the soul of the treacherous shall eat violence."
"Good people are rewarded for the good things they say, but evil people always want to do wrong."[3] "Good people will be rewarded for what they say, but those who are deceitful are hungry for violence."[4]
Verse 3
"He that guardeth his mouth keepeth his life; But he that openeth wide his lips shall have destruction."
"He that keepeth his mouth keepeth his soul; but he that hath no guard on his speech shall meet with evils."[5] "He that keeps his own mouth keeps his own life: but he that is hasty with his lips shall bring terror upon himself."[6]
Verse 4
"The soul of the sluggard desireth, and hath nothing; But the soul of the diligent shall be made fat."
"The sluggard longeth without result, but the diligent soul is amply appeased."[7] "The soul of the sluggard craves and gets nothing, while the soul of the diligent is richly supplied."[8]
Verse 5
"A righteous man hateth lying; But a wicked man is loathsome, and cometh to shame."
"A good man hates an untrue word, but an evil man's talk is a shame and a disgrace."[9] "The translation of the second line, which determines the main point of the proverb, turns on whether we take the two verbs in their primary meaning or their secondary sense. The primary meaning is, causes to stink and makes ashamed; but they also can mean, acts shamefully and disgracefully."[10] We have included this here, because it explains how widely different translation may be made.

Verse 6
"Righteousness guardeth him that is upright in the way; But wickedness overthroweth the sinner."
It is simply amazing how the author of Proverbs is able to say almost exactly the same thing in a hundred different ways. In a homily on the second clause here, Dyer has this: "There is more bitterness following on sin's ending than there ever was sweetness flowing out of the sin's being committed. You that see nothing but delight in sin's commission will suffer nothing but woe in its conclusion. You that sin for your profits will never profit by your sins."[11]
Verse 7
"There is that maketh himself rich, yet hath nothing: There is that maketh himself poor, yet hath great wealth."
"The KJV, ASV, and the the English Revised Version (1881) miss the point here. What we have is two equally obnoxious social shams. Translate: "There are poor people who pretend to be rich, and there are rich people who feign they are poor."[12] The reasons why such pretending is done both by the rich and the poor was explained by McGee.

"Some people drive a Cadillac automobile to impress the neighbors, when they can't really afford it, but there are also very wealthy people who complain of their financial hardships to avoid appeals for contributions. A member of a church where I preached was very wealthy; but he gave less than most of the others and was always talking about how hard times were."[13]
Verse 8
"The ransom of a man's life is his riches; But the poor heareth no threatening."
The background of this proverb is indicated by the word `ransom.' When a wealthy man is kidnapped, blackmailed or threatened in some way, his wealth can save his life. However the poor man will not be threatened in any such manner. "There are advantages and disadvantages in wealth. One with money can be exposed to robbery and extortion, but the poor are not so apt to be the object of extortion or blackmail."[14]
Verse 9
"The light of the righteous rejoiceth; But the lamp of the wicked shall be put out."
"The light of the righteous shines brightly, but the lamp of the wicked goes out."[15] "Note the distinction between the `light' and the `lamp.' The righteous have the true light in them; but the lamp of the wicked is temporary, contrived and inadequate. It shall shortly be extinguished."[16]
Verse 10
"By pride cometh only contention; But with the well-advised is wisdom."
"Pride engenders strife, but with the humble is wisdom."[17] "This proverb is directed against litigiousness, quarrelsomeness, and the offensive assertion of one's supposed rights, and especially, perhaps, against the obstinate pride of rival princes. Humble is used here in the sense of `unassuming.'"[18]
Verse 11
"Wealth gotten by vanity shall be diminished; But he that gathereth by labor shall have increase."
"Wealth by means of fraud always becomes less; but he that increaseth it by labor gains always more."[19] "The contrast here is of one who by fraud and deception quickly arrives at wealth,"[20] with another who by honest toil and enterprise finds true prosperity.

Verse 12
"Delay in the accomplishment of some much-desired goal occasions sinking of the spirits and despondence; but, when the object of longing is obtained, it is a tree of life."[21] The mention here of "the tree of life" and in Proverbs 13:14 of "the fountain of life" supports the view that it is the longing for heaven which is the long-delayed joy of the godly person. This being true, we find a very important emphasis in Proverbs 13:13 upon the Word of God by which heaven is to be received by the faithful.

Verse 13
"Whoso despiseth the word bringeth destruction upon himself," But he that feareth the commandment shall be rewarded."
As Keil pointed out, the setting of this verse in between the tree of life and the fountain of life in Proverbs 13:12 and Proverbs 13:14 makes it imperative to understand "The Word," here as, "The expression of the divine will, the word of God."[22]
Verse 14
"The law of the wise is a fountain of life, That one may depart from the snares of death."
What is this law of the wise? There is no reference whatever here to human wisdom, there being no fountain of life in the wisdom of men. If one wishes to know the wisdom of men, he may find it in their books; if he wishes to know the true wisdom, the wisdom of God, he will find it in God's book (The Bible), and nowhere else.

Verse 15
"Good understanding giveth favor; But the way of the transgressor is hard."
There are two views of this passage. The way of the transgressor may be interpreted as in the RSV, "The way of the faithless is their ruin," or it may be referred to the way of the transgressor's behavior, his manner, as in this: "The manners of rogues are rough."[23] We prefer the interpretation that views the earthly life of every transgressor as encompassing many sorrows and misfortunes.

Verse 16
"Every prudent man worketh with knowledge; But a fool flaunteth his folly."
"Every prudent man acts out of knowledge, but a fool exposes his folly."[24] "The prudent man here is the opposite of a knave."[25] The `fool' in Proverbs is nearly always, not the mentally incompetent, but the morally delinquent.

Verse 17
"A wicked messenger falleth into evil; But a faithful ambassador is health."
"This passage refers to the envoy who was an important government official, or to a scribe,"[26] who was entrusted with some important mission. A wicked man in such a position could bring evil upon an entire nation. Solomon, of course, was experienced in the choice of such messengers.

Verse 18
"Poverty and shame shall be to him that refuseth correction; But he that regardeth reproof shall be honored."
A various reading of the first clause is: "Poverty and shame shall be to him that throweth correction to the wind."[27] "A man who follows vicious courses and cannot be persuaded to abandon them must be left to the ruin and disgrace that shall soon come upon him. Then, when through bitter experience, he learns the truth of what he would not believe, the correction he had rejected will be like a poisoned dart in his soul, inflaming his conscience with tormenting remorse."[28]
Verse 19
"The desire accomplished is sweet to the soul; But it is an abomination to fools to depart from evil."
Our comment, above, on Proverbs 13:12, is also applicable here.

Jamieson's comment here was that, "Self denial, which fools will not endure, is essential to success."[29]
Verse 20
"Walk with wise men, and thou shalt be wise; But the companion of fools shall smart for it."
This teaches that one's associates are a most important factor in the determination of his destiny. The New Testament reiteration of this truth is, "Be not deceived. Evil communications corrupt good morals." (1 Corinthians 15:33).

Verse 21
"Evil pursueth sinners; But the righteous shall be recompensed with good."
A various reading here has, "Misfortune to sinners; good fortune to the righteous."[30] We learned in our study of Job, however, that in our life on earth there are many variations and exceptions to the proposition laid down here. Nevertheless, this is the way God intended that it should be; and, in the big frame of reference, that is the way it is.

Verse 22
"A good man leaveth an inheritance to his children's children; And the wealth of the sinner is laid up for the righteous."
There is a sense in which this is profoundly true. Christ said, "The meek shall inherit the earth." In the earthly sense, the meek usually get skinned out of their possessions; and yet, in the sense of the true "possession of the earth," it is only the righteous who have it. Of course, we do not think that is what Solomon had in mind here!

Another rendition here comes close to saying what Solomon probably meant: "A good person will have wealth to give to his children and grandchildren, but in the end good people will get all the things that evil people have."[31] Lazarus finally got all the joy that the rich man enjoyed on earth; and it was all taken away from the rich man (Luke 16). This passage falls short of saying that, on earth all the property of evil people will pass into the hands of the righteous. However, we have a feeling that such a view may have been entertained by Solomon and the Israelites in general.

Verse 23
"Much food is in the tillage of the poor; But there is that is destroyed by reason of injustice."
This stresses exactly what we wrote above. Adam's race is in rebellion against the Creator. Through our progenitors in Eden, we have chosen Satan as the "god of this world,'; and God Himself has cursed the earth for the sake of Adam and his posterity. In that situation how could it be possible for injustices to be eliminated? A current rendition of this verse is: "Unused fields could yield plenty of food for the poor, but unjust men keep them from being farmed."[32]
"There is that is ... etc." (Proverbs 13:23). This kind of archaic language is scattered throughout Proverbs; and it is this very thing which has fueled the need for translations in `modern English.' The Anchor Bible (Garden City, New York: Doubleday and Company, 1982) renders this, "Litigation devours the poor man's farm land, and his dwelling is swept away by injustice."[33]
Verse 24
"He that spareth the rod hateth his son; But he that loveth him chasteneth him betimes."
The 20th century in America has witnessed the alarming and disastrous rejection of what is taught here. For any who might wish to pursue this thought further, we have thoroughly discussed it in Vol. 10 (Hebrews) of our New Testament Commentary, pp. 294-295. Today, our Society of the Undisciplined is in the business of dismantling and wrecking a whole civilization that was constructed upon a foundation of Christian values.

"He that loveth him chasteneth him betimes" (Proverbs 13:24). Betimes, here is hardly a current English expression. It means "in a timely manner." or "as it may be required." The alternate reading from the American Standard Version margin is diligently.

Verse 25
"The righteous eateth to the satisfaction of his soul; But the belly of the wicked shall want."
The Douay Version of the Bible renders the second clause, "The belly of the wicked is never to be filled."[34] There is here a profound truth regarding fleshly appetite, which must be controlled and directed to God-approved purposes; because it is impossible fully to gratify the appetites of the flesh. The drunkard literally dies of thirst for alcohol; and nobody knew any better than Solomon that a thousand women were insufficient to gratify his sexual lust. The belly of the wicked can't be filled!

14 Chapter 14 

Verse 1
Proverbs 14:1
"Every wise woman buildeth her house; But the foolish plucketh it down with her own hands."
The hands as used here is a synecdoche for the woman's total behavior. This writer remembers a young banker, many years ago, whose wife, in public gatherings, such as receptions, habitually made derogatory remarks about her husband, apparently unaware that she was wrecking his career and her own as well. She was an excellent illustration of the second clause here. "If Laban and Potiphar were blessed because of helpful and godly servants, how much more must Providence favor the house that has a wise and faithful wife"?[1]
Verse 2
"He that walketh in his uprightness feareth Jehovah; But he that is perverse in his ways despiseth him."
This reveals the true reason for all unbelief and anti-religious activity in the whole world. And why is this? "Men have loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds are evil!" (John 3:19). "Those who walk uprightly fear the Lord; but, one who is devious in conduct despises him."[2] This explodes the satanic lie that `intellectual ability,' or `higher education,' or any other desirable thing, causes infidelity. It is now and has never been anything else except corrupt and reprobate conduct.

Verse 3
"In the mouth of the foolish is a rod for his pride; But the lips of the wise shall preserve them."
We have already had many proverbs which are the equivalent of this; and there are many more. "By thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned" (Matthew 12:37). Toy's translation is: "In the mouth of a fool is a sprig of his pride, but the lips of the wise preserve them."[3]
Verse 4
"Where no oxen are, the crib is clean; But much increase is by the strength of the ox."
The things that are most desirable always carry with them certain inconveniences. Rearing a family leads to all kinds of obligations, sacrifices, inconveniences and even sufferings and hardships. There's noise where children are, and there's uncleanness in the stall of the ox. This rendition of the second clause stresses the benefit of having oxen, even along with the dirty crib. "Where there is abundant produce, the strength of the ox is apparent."[4] One can keep a very clean, neat office if he isn't doing anything!

Verse 5
"A faithful witness will not lie; But a false witness uttereth lies."
A truism such as this merits no comment. Truthful people don't lie; liars do!

Verse 6
The scoffer, the vain and wicked man who recognizes no authority, not even the supreme authority of God's Word, will never acquire any real wisdom and understanding. "For ever it remains for him far and remote."[5] To the man of understanding, "The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart, that thou mayest do it" (Deuteronomy 30:14). Wisdom is as near to the man of understanding as a copy of the Bible.

Verse 7
"Go into the presence of a foolish man, And thou shalt not perceive in him the lips of knowledge."
"Stay away from foolish people; they have nothing to teach you."[6] "Stay away from a foolish man, for you will not find knowledge on his lips."[7] "Leave the presence of a fool, for there you do not meet words of knowledge."[8] The same thing may be said in many ways.

Verse 8
"The wisdom of the prudent is to understand his way; But the folly of fools is deceit."
"Shrewd men are wise in grasping their affairs, but the folly of a fool leads him astray."[9]
The first clause here is the Hebrew counterpart of the Greek, "Know thy way," or "Know thyself." "The highest wisdom is for a man to know his own way. The fool, on the other hand, whose specialty is that of deceiving others, is (in the second clause) led astray, because he has deceived himself"![10]
Verse 9
"A trespass-offering mocketh fools; But among the upright there is good will."
"A trespass-offering (or any kind of worship) mocks all worshippers who are willfully wicked. Expecting God's favor, they do not get it."[11] In the second clause, the American Standard Version marginal reference changes `there is good will' to `there is favor of God.'

Verse 10
"The heart knoweth its own bitterness; And a stranger doth not intermeddle with its joy."
There is here revealed a strange and terrible secret of human life. "The most sorrowful of all our experiences, and the most inward of all our joys, we must possess altogether alone. There is no such thing as a perfect fellowship among mortals. No human fellowship can give salvation, but only the fellowship with God, whose love and wisdom are capable of shining into that most secret sanctuary of human personality. Every human being is a little world to self alone, a world which only God sees and understands."[12] "Who among men knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of the man which is within him"? (1 Corinthians 2:11).

Verse 11
"The house of the wicked shall be overthrown; But the tent of the righteous shall flourish."
This is the perpetual theme of Proverbs. The good prosper; the wicked fail and suffer. The Christian should understand all such promises in the higher light of the New Testament. It is written that. "We must through many tribulations enter into the kingdom of God" (Acts 14:22). It is in the eternal sense alone, that such promises as this, must be understood; although in a lesser and secondary sense, they are fulfilled literally in this present life.

Verse 12
"There is a way which seemeth right unto a man; But the end thereof are the ways of death."
Literally and eternally true, this proverb stands as one of the Lighthouses of Proverbs. It was true of Absalom and Ahithophel; and it is true of many a worldly and irreligious man today.

Verse 13
"Even in laughter the heart is sorrowful; And the end of mirth is heaviness."
"Like many other Proverbs in our English version, this one cannot be taken as universally true. The first clause is often rendered, and perhaps should be, "Even in laughter the heart may sorrowful."[13] "There are two kinds of laughter and mirth. There is an innocent and proper mirth; and there is an guilty and sinful mirth."[14] There is also sometimes a heavy and disconsolate heart that disguises its sorrow by a show of joy and laughter.

Verse 14
"The backslider in heart shall be filled with his own ways; And a good man shall be satisfied from himself."
"A fool shall be filled with his own ways, and the good man shall be above him."[15] Cook wrote concerning the second clause here that, "The words `satisfied from himself' are not in the original (Hebrew)," rendering the passage, "He who falls away from God in his heart shall be filled with his own ways; and the good man shall be filled with that which belongs to him."[16]
Verse 15
"The simple believeth every word; But the prudent man looketh well to his going."
He is a simpleton indeed who believes everything that he hears, or for that matter, everything that he reads in the newspapers. This also applies to many a religious pulpit. It is always the part of a wise man to weigh with the utmost care and attention the messages that are continually being shouted at him from all directions.

Verse 16
"A wise man feareth, and departeth from evil; But the fool beareth himself insolently and is confident."
Frankenberg and Toy give various readings here: "The wise man guards himself anxiously against evil, but the fool lightly takes part therein"; or, "The wise man is cautious and avoids misfortune, but the fool is arrogant and confident."[17]
Verse 17
"He that is soon angry will deal foolishly; And a man of wicked devices is hated."
As this stands, "The proverb compares two bad dispositions by their outcome and by their impression upon others";[18] but by a slight emendation (which some current translators accept), we get, "A person who becomes angry easily does foolish things, but a wise person is patient."[19] Either way the proverb is true.

Verse 18
"The simple inherit folly; But the prudent are crowned with knowledge."
"The simple acquire folly, but the prudent are crowned with knowledge."[20] Tate rejected the emendation by which the RSV gave this translation, writing that, "Acquire here is not likely to be correct. The simple are the immature, untutored people, who already have folly as a part of their nature."[21] There are many other renditions, which we are citing merely for the sake of showing the different viewpoints, which are also subject to serious questions as to their accuracy. After all, as F. F. Bruce, head of the department of Biblical and Patristic Greek at the University of Manchester, in England, noted; "The most accurate of the versions for purpose of detailed study is the American Standard Version of 1901" (This is the version we are using).

Verse 19
"The evil bow down before the good; And the wicked at the gates of the righteous."
"We have identical parallelism here, based upon the doctrine that moral goodness must in this life triumph externally over wickedness."[22] This was the doctrine that dominated the Book of Job, and which was strongly advocated by all of Job's friends. It should be understood in the light of what is written there. "This describes the humbling of the wicked by the punishment of their sins."[23]
Verse 20
"The poor is hated, even of his own neighbor; But the rich hath many friends."
"This sad but true picture of human nature is not here mentioned approvingly, but merely stated as a fact."[24]
This verse flings wide the gates of memory in this writer's life. We children were all small, and our father read this chapter before the evening prayer. That was my brother David's fifth birthday, and our father had just given him ten silver half-dollars for his birthday. Another brother (Robert), a little older than David, requested a loan of a half dollar. David reversed the clauses of this verse, saying, "The rich hath many friends, but the poor is despised by his neighbor. I won't let you have it"! As Deane noted, "This verse should be taken with the one which follows, because together they teach that it is a sin to despise and shun a man simply because he is poor."[25]
Verse 21
"He that despiseth his neighbor sinneth; But he that hath pity upon the poor, happy is he."
The great glory of Christianity is that it regards and honors the poor, who, alas, constitute the vast majority of mankind. "Blessed are ye poor! Blessed are the poor in spirit!" These are the words of Christ, who, "Though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might become rich" (2 Corinthians 8:9).

Verse 22
"Do they not err that devise evil? But mercy and truth shall be to them that devise good."
"Do not wicked schemers go astray, while affection and trust are theirs who seek good?"[26]
Verse 23
"In all labor there is profit; But the talk of the lips tendeth only to penury."
This proverb contrasts the talker with the worker. A recent rendition of the second clause is, "Mere talk leads only to poverty."[27]
Verse 24
"The crown of the wise is their riches; But the folly of fools is only folly."
There is a purely earthly sense, of course, in which this is true; and it is exactly the type of proverb that should have been expected of him who was the richest man of his entire age; but the true crown of a rich man is not his money, but his integrity and his faithfulness to God. The Book of Proverbs becomes a little monotonous with its constant emphasis upon getting rich.

Verse 25
"A true witness delivereth souls; But he that uttereth lies causeth deceit."
"A witness saves lives when he tells the truth; when he tells lies he betrays people."[28] "All liars shall have their part in the lake that burneth with fire and brimstone" (Revelation 21:8). "The witness has it in his power to save or murder either life or reputation."[29]
Verse 26
"In the fear of Jehovah there is strong confidence; And his children shall have a place of refuge."
It is the godly man, of course, who fears Jehovah; and "his children" in the second clause are those of that godly man.

Verse 27
"The fear of Jehovah is a fountain of life, That one may depart from the snares of death."
The snares of death are not merely the pitfalls and dangers of our present lives on earth; they include the unspeakable terrors of the "second death." The only possible escape from that reward of the wicked which shall accompany the termination of human probation is revealed in the first clause. The only hope of rebellious humanity is in the "fear of Jehovah." James Moffatt's Translation of the Bible, 1929, indicated this by capitalizing the word Death. "Reverence for the Eternal is a fount of life; it shows how to avoid the nets of Death."[30]
Verse 28
"In the multitude of the people is the king's glory; But in the want of people is the destruction of the prince."
"A large population is a king's glory, but without subjects a prince is ruined."[31] The proverb is also true if interpreted to mean that, "The want of people (the hunger or destitution of people) is the destruction of the prince." It is true both ways!

Verse 29
"He that is slow to anger is of great understanding; But he that is hasty of spirit exalteth folly."
A variation of this is: "A meek-spirited man is a healer of the heart, but a sensitive heart is a corruption of the bones."[32] Nothing is any more dangerous than association with a person of quick and violent temper, who may become offended on the slightest of pretexts. Such persons are sometimes said to have "a chip on their shoulder." They can even become violent upon the most trivial of excuses.

Verse 30
"A tranquil heart is the life of the flesh; But envy is the rottenness of the bones."
"Bodily health comes with a tranquil mind, but passionate feelings are like rot in the bones."[33] However, it is wrong to limit the application of this to the physical body. The great Christian ideal is, "A quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty" (1 Timothy 2:2). 1 Peter 3:4 and Acts 19:36 also echo the thoughts of this proverb.

"Calmness of spirit gives room for the development of all the virtues and graces of the Christian life."[34]
Verse 31
"He that oppresseth the poor reproacheth his Maker; But he that hath mercy on the needy honoreth him."
There are three classes of the poor: (1) those, who through lack of ability, have never been able to make a living, (2) those who were once affluent, but have been brought down by affliction, and (3) those who, though not actually in want, are able through diligent and constant toil to supply the barest necessities of life but do not know any of the luxuries of ease or wealth. "Oppression of any or all of these is an insult to God. To oppress class (1) is to increase the affliction of them whose condition is not their fault, any more than is the color of their skin; to oppress class (2) is to add to an affliction that God has permitted to fall upon them; and to oppress class (3) is to oppress those who make up the vast majority of God's kingdom."[35] The oppression of any poor man is an insult to God.

Verse 32
"The wicked is thrust down in his evil-doing; But the righteous hath a refuge in his death."
Keil's translation of this is: "When misfortune befalls him, the godless is overthrown; but the righteous remains hopeful in his death."[36] What is this hope that the righteous have in death? It is the hope of eternal life with God. This proverb teaches that, "There is a deep and essential distinction between the deaths of the godless and the righteous."[37] There is a glimpse here of that life and immortality which are brought to greater light in the holy gospels!

Verse 33
"Wisdom resteth in the heart of him that hath understanding; But that which is in the inward part of fools is made known."
We are not sure what this proverb means. The RSV renders it: "Wisdom abides in the mind of a man of understanding, but it is not known in the heart of fools."[38] Toy's paraphrase is: "A man of sense, not being anxious to gain applause, keeps it to himself (reserving it for an appropriate occasion); but the fool, anxious to shine, or ignorant of propriety, airs what he thinks is his wisdom at every opportunity."[39]
Verse 34
"Righteousness exalteth a nation, But sin is a reproach to any people."
The Court House of Grayson County, Sherman, Texas, inscribed these words on their new building in 1929. "This much quoted and penetrating test of national greatness is abundantly attested throughout history." It is precisely this truth which is not receiving the attention that it deserves in America today.

Verse 35
"The king's favor is toward a servant that dealeth wisely; But his wrath will be against him who causeth shame."
"Many kings have erred on this point; and some, like Ahasuerus have been made to see their error. He nourished in his bosom the serpent Haman, and overlooked the faithful services of Mordecai; but when God, through the tender office of Esther, opened his eyes, he destroyed him who had acted shamefully and exalted the preserver of his life."[40]
15 Chapter 15 

Verse 1
Proverbs 15:1
"A soft answer turneth away wrath; But a grievous word stirreth up anger."
A truism like this needs no comment. Quiet, inoffensive speech has been effective in preventing many a violent encounter.

Verse 2
"The tongue of the wise uttereth knowledge aright; But the mouth of fools poureth out folly."
Another truism! The wise speak wise things, the fool speaks foolishness!

Verse 3
"The eyes of Jehovah are in every place, Keeping watch over the evil and the good."
The omniscience and ubiquitousness of God are stated here. The 139th Psalm in its entirety is devoted to an elaboration of this proverb. See our comments there.

Verse 4
"A gentle tongue is a tree of life; But perverseness therein is a breaking of the spirit."
"Kind words bring life, but cruel words crush your spirit."[1] "The tongue is a prolific tree, and it concerns the whole community that it should be a tree of life and not of death."[2]
Verse 5
"A fool despiseth his father's correction; But he that regardeth reproof getteth prudence."
"A father's instruction proceeds from love; and it is folly and ingratitude to despise it; but some children are such enemies of themselves that they break the spirits of their affectionate parents by spurning the admonitions needed for their own welfare."[3]
Verse 6
"In the house of the righteous is much treasure; But in the revenues of the wicked is much trouble."
"In a good man's house there is ample treasure, but revenues of bad men go to wreck."[4] We prefer this rendition, because `ample' signifies sufficiency rather than `riches.' A little is often sufficient in the house of good people; and it is always preferable to great riches in a house of wickedness. See verses 16,17, which are parallel with this verse.

Verse 7
"The lips of the wise disperse knowledge; But the heart of the foolish doth not so."
This is very similar to Proverbs 15:2. Toy wrote that, "It contrasts the wise man's devotion to knowledge with the intellectual dullness of the opposite class."[5] However, the concept of the `foolish' in Proverbs (and the whole Bible) is not mere intellectual dullness, but wickedness. The rich `fool" of Luke 12:20 might very well have been a graduate of the state university; and the foolish virgins (Matthew 25:2ff) might have included the valedictorian of the local high school!

Verse 8
"The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to Jehovah; But the prayer of the upright is his delight."
"God will not allow himself to be `bought off' by gifts and sacrifices of the unrepentant."[6] As Kipling stated it, "Still stands thine ancient sacrifice, an humble and a contrite heart."[7] Anything else is an abomination.

Verse 9
"The way of the wicked is an abomination to Jehovah; But he loveth him that followeth after righteousness."
"This is parallel to Proverbs 15:8, with a substitution of ethical for religious (ceremonial) conditions."[8] We would substitute the word in parenthesis for `religious.' Toy overlooked the fact that `ethical conditions' make up the very heart of true religion.

Verse 10
"There is grievous correction for him that forsaketh the way; And he that hateth reproof shall die."
"One who abandons the right path will be sternly corrected, and he who resents rebuke will die."[9] Another translation is, "If a person begins to live wrong he will be punished, and the person that hates to be corrected will be destroyed."[10]
Verse 11
"Sheol and Abaddon are before Jehovah; How much more then the hearts of the children of men!"
This is parallel with Proverbs 15:3 and concerns the omniscience of God. (See comment there.) "The word Abaddon occurs six times in the Old Testament, and like the word Sheol, is a place name for the realm of the dead."[11]
Verse 12
"A scoffer loveth not to be reproved; He will not go unto the wise."
"A corrupt man loveth not one that reproveth him, nor will he go to the wise."[12] Note the implication here that a wise man will indeed reprove the wicked.

Verse 13
"A glad heart maketh a cheerful countenance; But by sorrow of heart the spirit is broken."
"A happy heart makes the face cheerful, but heartache crushes the spirit."[13] This proverb merely states that a man's happiness or sorrow will show in his face. It was this fact that enabled Artaxerxes to read the face of Nehemiah and to send him to Jerusalem (Nehemiah 2:2). The same thing is true of innocence and guilt.

Verse 14
"The heart of him that hath understanding seeketh knowledge; But the mouth of fools feedeth on folly."
The wise man is always diligent in the acquisition of more knowledge; but the fool (the wicked man) enjoys hearing and believing all kinds of nonsense. Of this class are those who read the papers for their astrological prognostications.

Verse 15
"All the days of the afflicted are evil; But he that is of a cheerful heart hath a continual feast."
This proverb stresses the fact that time passes slowly for the suffering or the distressed, and that time passes swiftly for those in the midst of joy. This writer attended an Armistice Day Celebration in 1932 at Lawton, Oklahoma. Totally disabled veterans of World War I were in attendance. The speaker began by saying; "It is now over fourteen years since the thundering canons in France were stilled"; and a quadruple amputee from his pitiful basket was heard to say, "Great gracious God, is that all"! "The days of the afflicted are indeed evil."

Verse 16
"Better is a little with the fear of Jehovah, Than great treasures and trouble therewith."
"The trouble mentioned in the second clause is a reference to the anxieties and perplexities attending wealth held by worldlings."[14] Deane agreed that the trouble here is, "The anxiety attending the pursuit and preservation of wealth."[15] Christ warned us that it is difficult indeed for a rich man to be saved (Matthew 19:23); and an apostle tells us that, "They that are minded to be rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and hurtful lusts, such as drown men in destruction and perdition" (1 Timothy 6:9). One may wonder why so many try to be rich.

Verse 17
"Better is a dinner of herbs where love is, Than a stalled ox and hatred therewith."
Who could miss the point here? "Better a dish of vegetables with love, than the best beef served with hatred."[16] A preacher said, "It's better to have a hamburger at McDonalds with somone who loves you than to be entertained at the Waldorf by someone who hates you."

Verse 18
"A wrathful man stirreth up contention; But he that is slow to anger appeaseth strife."
"A hot-tempered man stirs up strife, but he that is slow to anger quiets contention."[17] One finds the same thought here that is one of the Beatitudes of Jesus, "Blessed are the peacemakers." (Matthew 5:9).

Verse 19
"The way of the sluggard is a hedge of thorns; But the path of the upright is made a highway."
There is an unusual interpretation of this proverb in this: "The path of the lazy man, (he says), is blocked with thorns, whereas to the upright his road is a highway."[18] We accept this interpretation as correct because of Proverbs 26:13.

Verse 20
"A wise son maketh a glad father; But a foolish man despiseth his mother."
It would make a better balance here if `despiseth' is read `shameth'; and Deane assures us that the verb here may mean exactly that.[19] Another rendition is, "A wise son makes his father happy. Only a fool despises his mother."[20]
Verse 21
"Folly is joy to him that is void of wisdom; But a man of understanding maketh straight his going."
"This stresses the element of choice in the career of the fool. The playboy follows his fancy; the man of discernment is concerned to set a straight course for his life."[21] "To act the idiot is fun to the empty-headed, but the man of intelligence forges straight ahead."[22]
Verse 22
"Where there is no counsel, purposes are disappointed; But in the multitude of counselors they are established."
"There is no religious content in this verse. Purely secular matters are here included in the description of the wise man. Everything that is properly and wisely done must be considered as God's gift of wisdom."[23] All of these proverbs regarding counselors add up to the common saying, "That two heads are better than one."

Verse 23
"A man hath joy in the answer of his mouth; And a word in due season, how good is it!"
One who would bless others in what he says should regard the timing of his remarks. Given at the right time, a brief word can change a life and save a soul from death. A good time for a word of love and encouragement is that when one has suffered bereavement, disappointment, or any other kind of extreme discouragement or loss. It was exactly such a word that came to this preacher at a crucial moment and which continued his ministry of the gospel.

Verse 24
"To the wise, the way of life goeth upward, That he may depart from Sheol beneath."
There are many of these proverbs that carry strong intimations of life beyond death, and this is another. Only those whom God redeems shall, in any real sense, depart from Sheol, "Whither all footsteps tend, whence none depart."[24]
Verse 25
"Jehovah will root up the house of the proud; But he will establish the border of the widow."
"The house of the proud Jave rooteth out, and he establisheth the landmark of the widow."[25] The background of this is the partition of the promised land among the various tribes as their perpetual inheritance. The magnificent palaces of the proud, which are, in fact, monuments to their pride and arrogance are eventually destroyed. Nebuchadnezzar gloried in "Great Babylon which I have built"; but God drove him away to live with wild beasts for seven years; and at last Babylon itself was so deeply buried under the dust of centuries that the very site is uncertain.

Verse 26
"Evil devices are an abomination to Jehovah; But pleasant words are pure."
A better antithesis is this: "The Lord detests the thoughts of the wicked, but those of the pure are pleasing to him."[26]
Verse 27
"He that is greedy of gain troubleth his own house; But he that hateth bribes shall live."
Under Proverbs 15:16, we commented upon the man who is greedy for gain. "Such a man is a torment to himself and to his family because of his avariciousness and penury. He is a curse to all those who deal with him."[27] Bribery is a besetting sin of all mankind. The refusal of early Christians to procure Paul's release from Felix, in spite of its being offered for a bribe, establishes the truth that it is wrong either to pay or to receive a bribe (Acts 24:26).

Verse 28
"The heart of the righteous studieth to answer; But the mouth of the evil poureth out evil things."
"This contrasts the thoughtfulness that precedes the studious answer of the wise man with the hasty babbling of the foolish."[28] "Let your speech be always with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer each one" (Colossians 4:6). In these words Paul cautioned Christians that their answers also should be preceded with thoughtfulness.

Verse 29
"Jehovah is far from the wicked, But he heareth the prayer of the righteous."
The Easy-to-Read Version misses this in their rendition: "The Lord is far away from evil people, but he always hears the prayers of good people."[29] There are many "good people" in the ordinary understanding of these words that are in open rebellion against God's commandments. It is not the so-called "good people" whom God hears, but it is the "righteous," a Biblical definition of which is, "Walking in all the ordinances and commandments of the Lord, blameless" (Luke 1:6). The common idea of who is "good" applies the term to anyone who minds his own business and stays out of jail.

The Bible definition is quite different. "Only God is good" (Mark 10:18).

Verse 30
"The light of the eyes rejoiceth the heart; And good tidings make the bones fat."
"Good fortune is the joy of life, and good news is health and vigor."[30] "Makes the bones fat" is also read as, "Refreshes the bones."[31] The language here is metaphorical. This is a truism. People like it when good news and prosperity come.

Verse 31
"The ear that hearkeneth to the reproof of life shall abide among the wise."
Frankenberg has a good alternate reading for Proverbs 15:31, "...who harkens to life-giving admonitions."[32] "The ear that heeds wholesome admonition will lodge among the wise."[33] The advice one heeds must be good.

Verse 32
"He that refuseth correction despiseth his own soul; But he that hearkeneth to reproof getteth understanding."
"We are born like a wild ass's colt in dire need of instruction; but some are such enemies of themselves that they will no consent to be taught wisdom."[34] A society of the undisciplined rapidly degenerates into a state of disintegration.

Verse 33
"The fear of Jehovah is the instruction of wisdom And before honor goeth humility."
"Humility is that low sweet root from which all the heavenly virtue shoot."[35] "Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time" (1 Peter 5:6). The Magnificat has the precious lines, "He hath put down princes from their thrones, and hath exalted them of low degree" (Luke 1:52). The glorious Head of our holy religion washes the disciples' feet.

16 Chapter 16 

Verse 1
Proverbs 16:1
"The plans of the heart belong to man; But the answer of the tongue is from Jehovah."
"A man may think what he will say, but at the moment the word comes to him from the Eternal."[1] "People make their plans, but it is the Lord who makes those things happen."[2] "This proverb is identical in meaning with Proverbs 16:9, and with our saying that, `man proposes; God disposes.'"[3]
Verse 2
"All the ways of a man are clean in his own eyes; But Jehovah weigheth the spirits."
Toy's paraphrase of this is: "Although a man's actions may seem right to him, ignorant and prejudiced though he is, yet the final judgment on his deeds comes from God."[4] This corresponds with Paul's declaration that, "I know nothing against myself; yet I am not hereby justified; but he that judgeth me is the Lord" (1 Corinthians 4:4).

Verse 3
"Commit thy works unto Jehovah, And thy purposes shall be established."
"I consider that work as good as done, that trial as good as borne, which I have solemnly committed to God in prayer."[5] "Deo Volente" (God willing)should be understood as the invariable condition, whether stated or not, that finally determines any mortal achievement. See James 4:15.

Verse 4
"Jehovah hath made every thing for its own end; Yea, even the wicked for the day of evil."
Yes indeed, God needs even the wicked. A woman once asked Adam Clarke, "Why does not God just kill all the wicked people and allow us righteous to build a heaven right here on earth"? Clarke replied, "Lady, if God were to be so foolish as to do that, there would not be enough righteous people left to keep the lions and tigers from eating up the human race"!

Verse 5
"Every one that is proud in heart is an abomination to Jehovah: Though hand join in hand he shall not be unpunished."
The first clause here is identical with that of Proverbs 11:20; and the second clause with that of Proverbs 11:21. This second clause means, "My hand on it," or "assuredly." Toy translated this: "The proud man is an abomination to Yahweh; he will assuredly not go unpunished."[6]
Verse 6
"By mercy and truth iniquity is atoned for; And by the fear of Jehovah men depart from evil."
"Mercy and truth, no matter how diligently practiced, cannot alone be the ground of salvation from sin, except in the sense that they might be a sign of true repentance and conversion to God's will."[7] "What can take away my sin? Nothing but the blood of Jesus"! This rendition: "Through love and faithfulness sin is atoned for."[8] This is correct with an expanded definition of `faithfulness.'

Verse 7
"When a man's ways please Jehovah, He maketh even his enemies to be at peace with him."
"When you please the Lord, you can make your enemies into friends."[9] "When a man's ways please the Eternal, he makes even his foes friends with him."[10] A genuine Christian is the most lovable personality in human life.

Verse 8
"Better is a little, with righteousness, Than great revenues, with injustice."
Many of the proverbs touch this admonition that men should be satisfied with `little,' and that they should restrain their greed for more. "Having food and raiment, let us be therewith content" (1 Timothy 6:8).

Verse 9
"A man's heart deviseth his way; But Jehovah directeth his steps."
This is parallel with Proverbs 16:1. See our comment there.

Verse 10
"A divine sentence is in the lips of the king; His mouth shall not transgress in judgment."
Many of the judgments pronounced by Solomon in the days prior to his apostasy were examples of what is written here. "The Israelites never thought of their kings as infallible; and this verse means merely that true judgment is the duty of kings."[11]
Verse 11
"A just balance and scales are Jehovah's; All the weights of the bag are his work."
This verse is the positive side of Proverbs 11:1. "The Lord wants weights and measures to be honest and every sale to be fair."[12] "God's stamp is on the standard weights and measures; any unfair practice in trade is against God's will."[13]
Verse 12
"It is an abomination to kings to commit wickedness; For the throne is established by righteousness."
The first clause here means that any king who commits wickedness becomes an abomination to God; and the second clause is parallel with the New Testament teaching that reveals, "The powers that be are ordained of God" (Romans 13:1).

Verse 13
"Righteous lips are the delight of kings; And they love him that speaketh right."
This should be understood as applicable to good kings, or to an ideal king. "The ideal king takes pleasure in the truth and justice that his subjects display in their conversation."[14] As Kidner noted, "Of course, all this is true, upon the assumption that the king is in his fight mind."[15]
Alas, in the history of Israel, in the collective sense, their monarchs were as wicked and reprobate a parade of scoundrels as the world ever witnessed. There were four or five (maybe six) exceptions in their whole history. They more than lived up to the prophecy that Samuel gave concerning Israel's kings when the idea first was presented (1 Samuel 8:10-18).

Verse 14
"The wrath of a king is a messenger of death; But a wise man will pacify it."
Cook pointed out that Proverbs 16:13 speaks of a king as he should be; and this one presents a king as they actually were, "Reminding us of the terrible rapidity with which, in the despotic monarchies of the East, death followed the royal displeasure."[16] As the second clause indicates, it was the pinnacle of good judgment to avoid, at all costs, the displeasure of any king.

Verse 15
"In the light of the king's countenance is life And his favor is a cloud of the latter rain."
"If a king's look is benevolent, this portends life, and his favor is like a cloud promising spring rain."[17] With a wise and righteous man upon the throne such a situation as this would be tolerable; but the record of earthly kings has reduced the very idea of royalty to shame and contempt on the part of the vast majority of the human race. The great historian Edward Gibbon extolled the monarchy as the best form of government known to men;[18] but, even so, it still remains true that, "It is not in man that walketh to direct his steps."

Verse 16
"How much better is it to get wisdom than gold! Yea, to get understanding is rather to be chosen than silver." This truism is universally recognized as the truth; but, as DeHoff said, "It is practiced by very few."[19]
Verse 17
"The highway of the upright is to depart from evil: He that keepeth his way preserveth his soul."
"The paths of life turn aside from evil; and the ways of righteousness are length of life."[20] This promise that length of life is related to righteous living is reiterated in the New Testament (Ephesians 6:1:3). There must needs be exceptions, of course, due to many factors that serve as hindrances to the will of God.

Verse 18
"Pride goeth before destruction, And a haughty spirit before a fall."
This is another of the many proverbs denouncing human pride. "Pride brings shame (Proverbs 11:2); humility brings honor (Proverbs 15:33); pride and humility are contrasted (Proverbs 21:24; 22:4; and Proverbs 30:13)."[21]
Verse 19
"Better it is to be of a lowly spirit with the poor, Than to divide the spoil with the proud."
This verse also teaches with regard to the humble and the proud. This mention of the proud dividing the spoil identifies them as not merely proud but wicked also. "It is better to be humble and live with poor people than to share wealth with people who think they are better than other people."[22]
Verse 20
"He that giveth heed unto the word shall find good; And whoso trusteh in Jehovah, happy is he."
These clauses are parallel. The man that heeds the Word of God is exactly the same man that trusts in Jehovah. A man can do neither without doing both. "There can be no real blessedness in life without one's trusting in the Lord. Men are so constituted that if their souls are to find rest, they must trust the loving power and wisdom of that Being who is stronger and wiser than themselves."[23]
Verse 21
"The wise in heart shall be called prudent; And the sweetness of the lips increaseth learning."
The sweetness of the lips should be understood here as a compliment to the teacher who brings learning to another.

Verse 22
"Understanding is a wellspring of life unto him that hath it; But the correction of fools is their folly."
The thought here is that a person who follows the Word of God will avoid many pitfalls in life; but the fool will never learn except by experience. His only correction shall be when his own folly overthrows him.

Verse 23
"The heart of the wise instructeth his mouth, And addeth learning to his lips."
"The wise mind makes a meaning clear, and to be a master of words is a further advantage."[24] "Good sense makes men judicious in their talk; it adds persuasiveness to what they say."[25] This would be a good motto for salesmen.

Verse 24
"Pleasant words are as a honeycomb, Sweet to the soul, and health to the bones."
"Friendly conversation is agreeable and useful. It relaxes the mind, dispels anxiety, provides information, promotes mutual love and kindness, and enables us to return to life's business with renewed vigor."[26]
Verse 25
"There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, But the end thereof are the ways of death."
(See comment under Proverbs 14:12).

Verse 26
"The appetite of the laboring man laboreth for him;

For his mouth urgeth him thereto.
A worthless man deviseth mischief;

And in his lips there is a scorching fire."

"His mouth urgeth him thereto" (Proverbs 16:26). The need to earn a living inspires men to work.

"An ungodly man diggeth up evil; and in his lips there is a burning fire."[27] "The description of agitators in this through Proverbs 16:30 needs little comment."[28] In this verse, the mischief maker is a gossip. The burning fire in his words is designed to burn up the reputations of other people.

Verse 28
"A perverse man scattereth abroad strife; And a whisperer separateth chief friends."
"Troublemakers are always causing problems; and the person who spreads gossip causes trouble between close friends."[29]
Verse 29
"A man of violence enticeth his neighbor, And leadeth him in a way that is not good."
Behold here the wickedness of the violent man. He is the incarnation of Unbelief. "He robs God, takes life without paying for it, blasphemes the Maker on his throne, stares broadly at the truth when he hears it, and flouts it as if he never heard of it. Unbelief is violence."![30] "Such sons of the devil take pleasure in seducing the virtuous from the way of life. Just as there is joy in heaven over one sinner that repents, there is malicious joy in hell when such a seducer turns any one from the straight and narrow way."[31]
Verse 30
"He that shutteth his eyes, it is to devise perverse things: He that compresseth his lips bringeth evil to pass."
"One who winks his eye plans perverse things; one who compresses his lips brings evil to pass."[32] Frankenberg has this various reading, "He who fixes his eyes devises falsities, and marks out all evils with his lips. He is a furnace of wickedness."[33] As the passage stands in our version, the meaning is unclear.

Verse 31
"The hoary head is a crown of glory; It shall be found in the way of righteousness."
The meaning must most certainly be, IF it is gained in a righteous life.

Verse 32
"He that is slow to anger is better than the mighty And he that ruleth his spirit, than he that taketh a city"
The teaching here is simply that a person who can take charge of his own conduct, discipline and command his own behavior, having complete control of his appetites and passions - that man is greater than any world conqueror or military hero.

Verse 33
"The lot is cast into the lap; But the whole disposing thereof is of Jehovah"
Making decisions by the casting of lots was widely practiced in the Old Testament; and even in the early days of the New Testament, Matthias was chosen to the apostleship by the casting of lots. "Casting lots was an ancient practice, animated by faith in God's government of the world."[34]
"Following the coming of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost, the apostles never resorted to casting lots; and the Christian Church has wisely repudiated the practice altogether."[35]
17 Chapter 17 

Verse 1
Proverbs 17:1
"Better is a dry morsel, and quietness therewith, Than a house full of feasting with strife."
"Better a dry crust and concord with it than a house full of feasting and strife."[1] "Better a morsel of dry bread, and peace with it, than a house full of feasting, with strife."[2]
Verse 2
"A servant that dealeth wisely shall rule over a son that causeth shame, And shall have part in the inheritance among the brethren."
"A wise servant shall rule over a disgraceful son, and will share the inheritance as one of the brothers."[3] "A slave who deals wisely will rule over a child that acts shamefully, and will share the inheritance as one of the family."[4] Eliezer the servant of Abraham was just such a servant (Genesis 15:2-3) as that which is spoken of here.

Verse 3
"The refining pot is for silver, and the furnace for gold; But Jehovah trieth the hearts."
"The smelter for silver, the furnace for gold, and the Eternal for testing the heart"![5] "As silver is tried by fire, and gold in the furnace, so the Lord trieth the hearts."[6] The Douay rendition here appears to be the best, because it stresses the fact that God will indeed try men's hearts, even as he tried that of Abraham (Genesis 22:1ff).

Verse 4
"An evil-doer giveth heed to wicked lips; And a liar giveth ear to a mischievous tongue."
"A bad man hearkens to the tongue of transgressors: but a righteous man attends not to false lips."[7] "Evil people listen to evil ideas, and liars listen to lies."[8] It is obvious that many renditions are paraphrases rather than translations.

Verse 5
"Whoso mocketh the poor reproacheth his Maker; And he that is glad at calamity shall not be unpunished."
"Some people make fun of poor people. They laugh at people who have problems. This shows that those bad people don't respect God who made them. These bad people will be punished."[9] "He who mocks a poor man insults his Maker, and one who makes fun of calamity will not escape punishment."[10] Most of these various versions and translations speak truth, but not always in conformity with the sacred text.

Verse 6
"Children's children are the crown of old men; And the glory of children are their fathers."
This truism is illustrated by every grandfather (or grandmother) who "just happens" to have handy a picture of a grandchild.

The second clause ("And fathers are the pride of their sons")[11] is illustrated by this story:

Boys were bragging on their dads. The farmer's boy said, "My dad raised a big wheat crop, and bought a new car." The professor's son, said, "My dad was just elected president of the university." The doctor's son said, "That's nothing, my dad did a heart-transplant in one day and made $20,000.00." The lawyer's boy said, "You think that's big? My dad won a lawsuit and made $100,000.00"! The preacher's son spoke up and said, "You haven't heard anything yet. My dad preaches for a big church, He talks for a few minutes, and it takes sixteen men to carry out the money"!

Verse 7
"Excellent speech becometh not a fool; Much less do lying lips a prince."
"It does not become a fool to speak loftily. How much less do lying lips a noble"![12] "It always makes a poor impression when a vulgar, foolish man presumes to speak imperatively and presumptuously."[13] "Let fools be false, and good men true. Translate: `Honest words do not become a fool; much less do lies a man of rectitude.'"[14]
Verse 8
"A bribe is as a precious stone in the eyes of him that hath it; Whithersoever it turneth, it prospereth."
Both the offering and the receiving of bribes is sinful; but this proverb states a shameful truth that in our work-a-day world, "Bribes get the job done"! There is no endorsement here either of giving or receiving bribes. The many renditions and various readings indicate uncertainties in the text; but the RSV is probably dependable: "A bribe is like a magic stone in the eyes of him who gives it; wherever he turns he prospers."[15]
Verse 9
"He that covereth a transgression seeks love; But he that harpeth on a matter separateth chief friends."
It is the glory of a righteous person not to judge and criticize others; and it is always a mark of forbearance and kindness to ignore sins and mistakes that appear in the lives of others, especially, in this context, those of a close friend or associate. "He that harpeth on a matter" refers to the mention over and over again of a close friend's alleged error. Such action is extremely irritating and should be absolutely avoided.

Verse 10
"A rebuke entereth deeper into one that hath understanding Than a hundred stripes into a fool."
"A rebuke goes deeper into a man of understanding than a hundred blows into a fool."[16] Deane pointed out that, "The antithesis is put more forcibly in the Septuagint."[17] "A threat breaks the heart of a wise man; but a fool, though scourged, understands not."[18]
Verse 11
"An evil man seeketh only rebellion; Therefore a cruel messenger shall be sent against him."
Of course, it is true, as Deane said, that, "An evil man seeks many things that do not exactly fit the term `rebellion'; but from the viewpoint of an Eastern potentate (like Solomon), any prominent crime by a subject would have been considered rebellion."[19] The cruel messenger would be the king's response to it.

Verse 12
"Let a bear robbed of her whelps meet a man, rather than a fool in his folly."
"Better face a she-bear robbed of her cubs than a stupid man in his folly."[20] This is an impressive warning against conflict with a foolish, wicked man.

Verse 13
"Whoso rewardeth evil for good, Evil shall not depart from his house."
"If a man repays evil for good, evil will never quit his house."[21] This warning frequently expressed in Proverbs simply means, "You reap what you sow,"[22] a principle strongly reiterated in the New Testament (Galatians 6:7-8).

Verse 14
"The beginning of strife is as when one letteth out water; Therefore leave off contention before there is quarreling."
Toy noted that the, "Language here is somewhat indefinite";[23] whatever the precise meaning, the passage is a warning against strife. "The beginning of strife is as when one letteth out water: therefore leave off contention before it be meddled with."[24] "If you start an argument, it is like breaking a hole in a dam; so stop the argument before it becomes bigger and bigger."[25]
Verse 15
"He that justifieth the wicked, and he that condemneth the righteous, Both of them alike are an abomination to Jehovah."
"To absolve the wicked and to condemn the innocent are equally hateful to the Lord."[26] In fact, absolving the guilty is, in the last analysis, a condemnation of the innocent. An example of this is seen in the extreme leniency of our current judicial system in the mild or even omitted punishment of vicious criminals, who promptly multiply their violent crimes against the innocent.

Verse 16
"Wherefore is there a price in the hand of a fool to buy wisdom, Seeing he hath no understanding?"
This is a down to earth recognition that teaching can be wasted on a fool. This is not a snobbish remark; because, as always in Proverbs, the fool gets himself into his situation by his own stubbornness and wickedness."[27]
Verse 17
"A friend loveth at all times; And a brother is born for adversity."
"A friend is friendly at all times; but a brother is born for adversity."[28] "The meaning here is that in trouble one finds out what families are for, and you also find out who are your real friends. The next verse shows that a real friend may be imposed upon."[29]
Verse 18
"A man void of understanding striketh hands, And becometh surety in the presence of his neighbor."
See comment on Proverbs 6:1ff. Proverbs gives very stern and persistent warnings against becoming another man's guarantee or surety.

Verse 19
"He loveth transgression that loveth strife: He that raiseth high his gate seeketh destruction."
"One who is fond of crime must be fond of trouble, and to make one's doorway inaccessible is to invite destruction."[30] Another rendition of the last clause is: "He who builds a lofty entrance invites thieves."[31] The idea behind this is that the thief believes the builder is protecting valuables by such an entrance.

Verse 20
"He that hath a wayward heart findeth no good; And he that hath a perverse tongue falleth into mischief."
The first clause here speaks of a certain type of cynical, bitter men who cannot see good in anything or any one. "The literal Hebrew regarding the `perverse tongue' in the second clause is, `He who turns himself about with his tongue'; that is, he says one thing at one time, and something quite contrary at another."[32]
Verse 21
"He that begetteth a fool doeth it to his sorrow; And the father of a fool hath no joy."
It should be continually borne in mind that the "fool" in Proverbs is generally a reference, not to the mentally retarded, but to the rascal, the sinner, the willfully wicked. "As in Psalms 14:1, `fool' in this passage does not mean mere stupidity. Psalms 14:1 means that it is the rascal who has said in his heart, `There is no God.'"[33]
Verse 22
"A cheerful heart is a good medicine; But a broken spirit drieth up the bones."
This says that a sunny, cheerful disposition is good for one's health; and there are convincing examples of this truth all around us.

Verse 23
"A wicked man receiveth a bribe out of the bosom, To pervert the ways of justice."
Here again we have an identification of bribery with wickedness and the perversion of justice. The bribery being "out of the bosom" is a reference to its being offered and received secretly.

Verse 24
"Wisdom is before the face of him that hath understanding; But the eyes of a fool are in the ends of the earth."
"A discerning man keeps wisdom in view, but a fool's eyes wander to the ends of the earth."[34] Faithful and successful living require that one give close attention to the work at hand, that he diligently take care of the present business; but, "A fool fritters away the powers and opportunities that might have blessed him, having his attention continually diverted by a hundred different things."[35]
Verse 25
"A foolish son is a grief to his father, And bitterness to her that bare him."
This is another truism in slightly different words from several in the same vein that we have found in Proverbs.

Verse 26
"Also to punish the righteous is not good, Also to smite the noble for their uprightness."
"To impose a fine on the innocent is not right, or to flog the noble for their integrity."[36] "It is not fair to fine the innocent, and most unfair to scourge a noble soul."[37] In a society like our own, where not even the most vicious criminals are consistently either fined or scourged, and the latter never at all, it is hard to understand why proverbs like this were needed.

Proverbs 17:27-28
"He that spareth his words hath knowledge; And he that is of a cool spirit is a man of understanding. Even a fool, when he holdeth his peace, is counted wise."
Harris pointed out that, "There are two badges of a wise man: reticence, and calmness of temper."[38] This is the message of Proverbs 17:27. Proverbs 17:28 reveals that even a fool who exhibits reticence may be mistaken for a wise man.

Batsell Baxter, a president of A.C.C., had a favorite chapel yarn which he told more than once. A retarded little boy was told by his father, "Son, just don't talk; and they won't find out that you don't know very much." A prominent visitor came. He asked the little boy a few questions, "How old are you"? "Where do you go to school"? "What is your brother doing"? Etc. The little boy made no response; and the visitor said, "I see that you don't know very much"! Whereupon the little boy burst into tears, saying, "Daddy, they found it out anyway"!

"The implication here is that silence is nearly always a good thing."[39] "Even a fool may be counted wise if he keeps his mouth shut."[40]
18 Chapter 18 

Verse 1
Proverbs 18:1
"He that separateth himself seeketh his own desire, And rageth against all sound wisdom."
"The Hebrew text of the O.T. here yields no satisfactory sense."[1] Hooke preferred this; "A man who wishes to separate from friends seeks excuses; but at all times he will be liable to reproach."[2] Another various reading is, "The alienated friend seeks an occasion of quarrel to stir up strife."[3] We shall paraphrase the apparent meaning here: "When any man wishes to separate himself from former friends, he will seek some pretext for doing so; but his behavior is altogether reprehensible.

Verse 2
"A fool hath no delight in understanding, But only that his heart may reveal itself."
"A fool has no pleasure in what is reasonable, but only in self-display."[4] What is evident here is the inherent selfishness of the unregenerated soul.

Verse 3
"When the wicked cometh, there cometh also contempt, And with ignominy cometh reproach."
"Three inevitable traveling companions of wickedness are mentioned here: contempt, ignominy and reproach."[5] "These three terms for shame give triple emphasis to shame, which is the corollary of sin, the antithesis of which is glory, the corollary of holiness (Isaiah 6:3; Romans 8:30)."[6]
Verse 4
"The words of a man's mouth are as deep waters; The wellspring of wisdom is as a flowing brook."
The two clauses contrast man's teachings (the words of a man's mouth) with the true wisdom. "Deep waters in the Old Testament are associated with the thought of darkness and mystery (Psalms 59:2; Ecclesiastes 7:24; Proverbs 20:3)."[7] On the other hand, the true wisdom (God's Words) are like the happy sparkling waters of a flowing brook. Christ seems to have had this passage in mind (John 7:37-38) on that last day of the feast.

Verse 5
"To respect the person of the wicked is not good, Nor to turn aside the righteous in judgment."
"It is not good to show favor to the wicked or to deprive the righteous of justice."[8]
Verse 6
"A fool's lips enter into contention, And his mouth calleth for stripes."
"When some fool starts an argument, he is asking for a beating."[9] "When a stupid man talks, contention follows."[10] These translations are currently favored; but as the words stand, they also indicate that a fool joins in any controversy, calling for a judgment of stripes (scourging) upon others, not upon himself. When Jesus was crucified, the "fools" shouted, "Let him be crucified."

Verse 7
"A fool's mouth is his destruction, And his lips are the snare of his soul"
Again and again Proverbs returns to the dangers of irresponsible speech. For a full discussion of this, see James 3.

Verse 8
"The words of a whisperer are as dainty morsels, And they go down into the innermost parts."
"The words of a slanderer are like dainty morsels, swallowed and relished to the full."[11] The sinful delight of becoming the eager listener to slanderous talk is condemned in this proverb.

Verse 9
"He also that is slack in his work Is brother to him that is a destroyer."
"One by failing to get and the other by wasting what he has are brothers in that both their actions lead to poverty."[12]
Verse 10
"The name of Jehovah is a strong tower; The righteous runneth into it, and are safe."
"What a strong fortress is to the besieged, so is God to his persecuted, tempted and afflicted followers."[13]
Verse 11
"The rich man's wealth is his strong city, And as a high wall in his own imagination."
"The wealth of the rich is their fortified city; they imagine it an unscalable wall."[14] Effective as wealth is for many purposes, it is an unspeakably poor security for one's soul. God help all wealthy persons to anticipate that hour when the death angel shall say, "Thou fool, this night shall thy soul be required of thee."[15]
Verse 12
"Before destruction the heart of man is haughty; And before honor goeth humility."
This proverb has the same thought as Proverbs 16:18 and Proverbs 15:33. Pride and haughtiness are frequently condemned in Proverbs; and humility is often cited as the necessary predecessor of honor.

Verse 13
"He that giveth answer before he heareth, It is folly and shame unto him."
"To answer a question before you have heard it out is both stupid and insulting."[16]
Verse 14
"The spirit of a man will sustain his infirmity; But a broken spirit who can bear?" "Spirit in this passage is the inner being of a man, the seat of his vigor and courage."[17] Men with a strong spirit are able to overcome misfortunes and even serious illness; but without such inner determination, faith and courage, it is much more difficult, or even impossible.

Verse 15
"The heart of the prudent getteth knowledge; And the ear of the wise seeketh knowledge."
"We have a paradox here, that those who know the most know how little they know; and this is the same thought that Paul stressed in 1 Corinthians 8:2."[18]
Verse 16
"A man's gift maketh room for him, And bringeth him before great men."
Toy denied that there is any reference to a bribe here. What is meant is that gifts from benevolent people (such as a philanthropist) are effective in bringing many honors to the giver. "He thus has a free field, access,"[19] not only to `great men' but to respected institutions in society.

Verse 17
"He that pleadeth his cause first seemeth just; But his neighbor cometh and searcheth him out."
"The evidence of one person alone is not much to be depended upon; this is a variation of the old proverb that, `One tale is good till another is told.'"[20]
Verse 18
See comment under Proverbs 16:33, above.

Verse 19
"A brother offended is harder to be won than a strong city; And such contentions are like the bars of a castle."
The meaning here is uncertain. The underlined words are not in the Hebrew but were added by the translators. "A brother helped by a brother is like a fortified city; he holds firm as the bars of a castle."[21] "Help your brother, and he will protect you like a strong city wall; but, if you quarrel with him, he will close his doors to you."[22] In the three versions cited here there is no complete agreement.

Verse 20
"A man's belly shall be filled with the fruit of his mouth; With the increase of his lips shall he be satisfied."
A proposed various reading by Toy has this, "From the fruit of the mouth comes requital to men; the outcome of the lips they must bear."[23] This proverb reminds us of the words of Jesus, "By thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned" (Matthew 12:37).

Verse 21
"Death and life are in the power of the tongue; And they that love it shall eat the fruit thereof."
The thought here is parallel with the previous proverb; but it adds an inference that, "One should not fall in love with talking too much."

Verse 22
"Whoso findeth a wife findeth a good thing, And obtaineth favor of Jehovah."
This writer has performed many wedding ceremonies, and this proverb was often quoted in the preliminary remarks.

Verse 23
"The poor useth entreaties; But the rich answereth roughly."
Here we have a proverb that states one of the realities of our earthly lives, although by no means a desirable one. "The poor man has to request things respectfully, hoping for help in his impoverished condition; but the rich man does not have to worry about the tone of his voice."[24] Sometimes a wealthy man will display a haughty attitude with little or no regard for the way in which his words may be received by others.

Verse 24
"He that maketh many friends doeth it to his own destruction; But there is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother."
There are two kinds of friends contrasted in this proverb. Those of the first clause are like the `friends' of the prodigal son while he was squandering his inheritance in the far country, those who drank his liquor and encouraged him to waste his substance, but who would not give him a crust of bread when he ran out of money.

The friend that sticketh closer than a brother is the true friend. Tate recommended the RSV here as, "A reasonable attempt to reconstruct a difficult verse."[25] "There are friends who pretend to be friends, but there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother."[26]
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Verse 1
Proverbs 19:1
"Better is the poor that walketh in his integrity Than he that is perverse in his lips and is a fool."
"Better a poor man who lives virtuously than a dissembler who is rich."[1]
Verse 2
"Also that the soul be without knowledge is not good; And he that hasteth with his feet sinneth."
"Zeal without knowledge is not a good thing, for a man in a hurry makes a slip."[2] In both of these verses, it is evident that the Anchor Bible has changed the meaning in order to give a better antithesis. The RSV, more faithful to the text, accepts the second clause of Proverbs 19:2, reading, "He who makes haste with his feet misses the way,"[3] but retains the second clause of Proverbs 19:1 as we have it in the ASV. Many of the recent translations take unjustified liberties with the MT; and although their renditions are true enough, in most instances, it should be remembered that the end result of their changes gives us the words of men instead of the Word of God.

Verse 3
"The foolishness of man subverteth his way; And his heart fretteth against Jehovah."
"It is a foolish thing for us to fall into difficulty (due to our own stubbornness or foolishness) and then to blame God for our calamities which we have brought upon ourselves."[4]
Verse 4
"Wealth addeth many friends; But the poor is separated from his friend."
Our comment on Proverbs 14:20 is applicable here. We also refer to Vol. 3 of our New Testament Series (Luke), pp. 316-317, where deceitful wealth is discussed. It surrounds one with the type of `friends' the prodigal son found in the `far country,' but separates him from true friends.

Verse 5
"A false witness shall not be unpunished; And he that uttereth lies shall not escape."
Ideal as these precepts are, it is to be feared that only in the government of God are they strictly honored.

Verse 6
"Many will entreat the favor of a liberal man; And every man is a friend to him that giveth gifts."
Any Christian can receive a personal demonstration of how true this is by giving a liberal gift to some institution, political party or to some social welfare group. He will soon have his mailbox stuffed full of appeals from `friends' far and near.

Verse 7
"All the brethren of the poor do hate him: How much more do his friends go far from him."
Once more, as frequently in Proverbs, we have a factual statement of the way it is, and not the way it ought to be. See James 2:14-16.

Verse 8
"He that getteth wisdom loveth his own soul: He that keepeth understanding shall find good."
Tate observed that, "In the first line here, the New English Bible is more accurate here than the RSV."[5] Here are both renditions: "He who gets wisdom loves himself."[6] "To learn sense is true self-love."[7] Note also, that wisdom should not only be "gotten," it should also be "retained." Those who forsake the right way are guilty of violating this injunction.

Verse 9
"A false witness shall not be unpunished; And he that uttereth lies shall perish."
This is almost a verbatim repetition of Proverbs 19:5. See comment above.

Verse 10
"Delicate living is not seemly for a fool; Much less for a servant to have rule over princes."
A remarkably effective illustration of what is taught here is that of Gideon's son Abimelech by a concubine. See Vol. 2, of our Series on Historical Books (Judges-Ruth), pp. 138-150. Another Biblical example of the same thing is that of Felix (Acts 23:27-33). "He exercised the authority of a prince, but he had the heart of a slave."

Verse 11
"The discretion of a man maketh him slow to anger; And it is his glory to pass over a transgression."
Wise men never "carry a chip on their shoulder," never are "easily insulted," and will always ignore, whenever possible, any discourteous action against themselves. Again from James (James 1:19), the New Testament pattern is, "Swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath (anger)."

Verse 12
"The king's wrath is as the roaring of a lion; But his favor is as dew upon the grass."
The thought here is parallel to Proverbs 15:14-16, (p. 190, above). See our comments there.

Verse 13
"A foolish son is the calamity of his father; And the contentions of a wife are a continual dropping."
"A foolish son is his father's ruin, and a quarrelsome wife is like a constant dripping."[8] "A foolish son can bring a flood of troubles to his father; and a nagging wife is like water that won't stop dripping."[9]
Verse 14
"House and riches are an inheritance from fathers; But a prudent wife is from Jehovah."
Only God can give any man the kind of wife that the Lord gave to this writer. For more than sixty-two years, she has exhibited all of the elements of true Christianity with a loving devotion to her husband and constant service to God in the work of the Church. This opinion is shared by all who know Thelma Bradford Coffman. This writer feels that remarks of this kind are demanded by any intelligent comment on this verse. It would be wrong for this writer to comment on this verse without this testimony regarding what God did for him.

Verse 15
"Slothfulness casteth into a deep sleep; And the idle soul shall suffer hunger."
"Laziness is the undoing of the worthless; idlers must starve."[10] No Biblical ethic stands any higher than "the work ethic." "If a man will not work," the New Testament declares, "neither shall he eat." (2 Thessalonians 3:10). The same commandment of the Decalogue that says, "Remember the sabbath day to keep it holy," also says, "Six days shalt thou labor and do all thy work."

"Shout it, ye lords of creation;

And ring it, ye bells of the kirk;

The gospel of God and salvation

Is surely the gospel of work!

- Henry Van Dyke

Verse 16
"He that keepeth the commandment keepeth his soul; But he that is careless in his ways shall die."
"Keep God's laws, and you will live longer; if you ignore them, you will die."[11] The death here mentioned is certain, whether or not it may be referred to the cessation of one's mortality or to his consignment to eternal punishment in the Second Death, or to both.

Verse 17
"He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto Jehovah, And his good deed will he pay him again."
Who should hesitate to lend unto God? Assistance and help that are provided for the poor are exactly that. The great distinction of Christianity is its love and concern for the poor; and no man is a genuine Christian who does not exhibit that quality of character.

Verse 18
"Chasten thy son, seeing there is hope; And set not thy heart on his destruction."
This passage stresses the value of parental discipline of children while there is still time to direct the child in the right way. One of the great sorrows of 20th Century America is the widespread neglect of this duty, the results of which threaten the total ruin of our civilization. "Proverbs 19:18b (the second line) may set a limit to discipline";[12] and in keeping with that interpretation, we have this: "But be careful not to flog him to death."[13] Even the New Testament strongly suggests that there is a limit beyond which discipline should not go. "Fathers, provoke not your children to wrath" (Ephesians 6:4). Harris, however interpreted Proverbs 19:18b here thus; "Don't avoid chastening and thus bring about thy son's death."[14]
Verse 19
"A man of great wrath shall bear the penalty; For if thou deliver him, thou must do it yet again."
"The sense of this proverb seems to be that the connection between unseemly anger and punishment is so invariable that any effort to save such a man from the disastrous consequences, which he brings upon himself by his anger, would do little good; because it wouldn't be long till he would again need deliverance."[15]
Verse 20
"Hear counsel, and receive instruction, That thou mayest be wise in thy latter end."
"There is a contrast here between two periods of a man's life, the earlier part which has been undisciplined, and that which is yet future, on behalf of which the appeal to Hear instruction is directed."[16]
Verse 21
"There are many devices in a man's heart; But the counsel of Jehovah, that shall stand."
In the run of a lifetime, a man hears all kinds of philosophies and all kinds of theories and teachings; but it is only the word of the Lord that shall stand the test of time and eternity. "Heaven and earth shall pass away," the Lord says, "But my word shall not pass away."

Verse 22
"That which maketh a man to be desired is his kindness; And a poor man is better than a liar."
This is the kind of proverb that sends the scholars seeking for some kind of `an emendation' or `various reading.' The two legs of this biped seem to have no connection whatever. This rendition attempts to pair two desirable things thus: "What is desirable in a person is loyalty, and it is better to be poor than a liar."[17] Another: "Mercy is a fruit to a man, and a poor man is better than a rich liar."[18]
Verse 23
"The fear of Jehovah tendeth to life; And he that hath it shall abide satisfied; He shall not be visited with evil."
The affirmation here is that "satisfaction" is found only in the fear and service of God. On the tomb of William Rockefeller, Tarrytown Cemetery, N.Y., there is a quotation from Augustine: "Our souls, O God, were made for Thee, and never shall they rest until they rest in Thee." No matter how eagerly men seek soul-satisfaction anywhere else, they shall never find it. Only in Jesus Christ is there to be found that abundant life that comes from God.

Verse 24
"The sluggard burieth his hand in the dish, And will not so much as bring it to his mouth again."
We have here a classical example of hyperbole. Can anyone imagine a man so lazy that, when he is eating, he will not even lift his hand from the dish to his mouth? "The scene here is a meal and the example extremely comical."[19]; Proverbs 26:15 repeats this. This must be classified as a humorous proverb.

Verse 25
"When you strike an insolent fellow, a fool may learn a lesson; but when you admonish an intelligent man, it will add to his knowledge."[20] The contrast here is between a fool who does not learn unless he receives a blow, and the wise man who will heed a proper admonition. "Here we get a glimpse of the only language that a fool understands."[21]
Verse 26
"He that doeth violence to his father, and chaseth away his mother, Is a son that causeth shame and bringeth reproach."
It is sad indeed that there should ever be such a son; but in our society today, there are many such sons, large numbers of whom have even murdered their parents. The text here offers no explanation of how such things come about; but a large number of such reprobate children reflect the failure of their parents to discipline them. Parents who rear an undisciplined child rear an animal, not a normal human being, and are kindling the fires of their own private hell.

Verse 27
"Cease, my son, to hear instruction Only to err from the words of knowledge."
"There are many deceivers in the world. They make it their business to clothe error with the appearance of truth, and to weaken and discourage those motives to holiness that are set before us in God's word. The exhortation here speaks to us as children, warning us to beware of their devices and insinuations."[22]
Verse 28
"A worthless witness mocketh at justice; And the mouth of the wicked swalloweth iniquity."
"The scene of the first clause here is a court of justice (Exodus 20:16; Leviticus 5:1); and the second clause, from the parallelism, is to be so understood. The wicked witness inflicts injury by false statements; and the iniquity refers not to the harm done to his own soul, but to the legal rights of others."[23]
Verse 29
"Judgments are prepared for scoffers, And stripes for the back of fools."
"The judgments and `stripes' mentioned here do not refer to punishments meted out by a court of justice; but they always refer to the judgments of God, although inflicted by human instrumentality."[24] Regardless of the laws of men, it is God who condemns scoffers and also that class of wicked men called, invariably in Proverbs, `fools.'
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Verse 1
Proverbs 20:1
"Wine is a mocker, strong drink a brawler; And whosoever erreth thereby is not wise."
Alcoholic beverages are today ruining America. It is not only unwise to err in the use of them, but it is sinful also. Yes, Jesus used wine. It had a 4 percent alcoholic content, and even then was, in all probability diluted. See pp. 102,103 in my commentary on Proverbs. The high-powered wine marketed today has up to 18 percent alcoholic content. Nothing is any more misleading than the allegation (true enough) that Jesus made eighty gallons of wine at the wedding in Cana; because that stuff which Gallo makes today is nearly five times as powerful.

Oh, but how about beer? The Anchor Bible renders this verse as: "Wine makes men insolent; beer makes them boisterous; no one who staggers drunkenly is wise."[1] The myth that the government cannot limit the use of this poison as a beverage is, of course, false. The Arabian countries can and do prohibit it.

The silliest thing that this writer has witnessed in his eighty-eight years of life is the hysterical efforts of the government to prohibit smoking, while at the same time actually encouraging the consumption of alcohol, which is a hundred times more dangerous. Yes, if a man smokes a pack of cigarettes every day for twenty years, he may get lung cancer; but, not long ago, in Houston, Texas, a teen-aged driver had a few beers at a party, loaded his car up with friends, hit a bridge column and killed five of them, not in twenty-years, but in one afternoon! Fifty thousand funerals a year, besides billions of dollars in damage, is too high a price to pay for the palaces of the liquor barons. God help America to wake up!

Let it be noted here that nothing is said about "excess drinking." It is drinking which is condemned. The very nature of alcohol is such that any consumption of it almost invariably leads to excess. Paul's instructions to Timothy to, "Drink no longer water, but a little wine for thy stomach's sake" (1 Timothy 5:23) did not mean that Timothy would never drink any more water, but that he would stop being a teetotaler. And regardless of what some social-drinking Christians think about it, the true and holy standard of Christian living is simply: "Don't touch alcoholic beverages, except as a medicinal requirement." The apostle to the Gentiles made this perfectly clear.

Verse 2
"The terror of a king is as the roaring of a lion: He that provoketh him to anger sinneth against his own life."
This is exactly the kind of proverb we should have expected from Solomon. See the comments on Proverbs 16:14-15, p. 190 in my commentary on Proverbs. This proverb is parallel to the thought there.

Verse 3
"It is honor for a man to keep aloof from strife; But every fool will be quarreling."
"It does men honor to keep clear of strife: a fool quarrels with everyone."[2] There is no greater damage to human personality than that which is accomplished by a quarrelsome disposition.

Verse 4
"The sluggard will not plow by reason of the winter; Therefore he shall beg in harvest, and have nothing."
This proverb repeats the teaching of the old Aesop's fable of the grasshopper and the ant. Provision for one's future needs must be made at the expense of working at inconvenient times and under unfavorable circumstances.

Verse 5
"Counsel in the heart of man is like deep water; But a man of understanding will draw it out."
"There is no moral content in this proverb. A man's real purpose may be hard to fathom. The allusion is to men's disposition to conceal their plans. A clever man will try to discover them by shrewd inquiries and guesses."[3] `Deep water,' as already noted, is an idiom for things mysterious or difficult to find out.

Verse 6
"Most men will proclaim every one his own kindness; But a faithful man who can find?"
"Many a man protests his loyalty, but where will you find one to keep faith."[4] The thought here is similar to Paul's remark that, "There is none righteous, no not one" (Romans 3:9).

Verse 7
"A righteous man that walketh in his integrity, Blessed are his children after him."
"He that walks blameless in justice, shall leave his children blessed."[5] There is no inheritance which a man can leave his children that is any more desirable than a good name. In this also, this writer, and also his wife, have rejoiced for a lifetime in the true and noble character of godly Christian parents, honored by their contemporaries as true and worthy saints of God. That is the greatest inheritance that any one can receive.

Verse 8
"A king that sitteth on the throne of judgment scattereth away all evil with his eyes."
The truth of this proverb hinges upon the character of the king. What is said here is true only of a wise and righteous monarch. "When a king sits on his throne to judge, he winnows out all evil with his eyes."[6]
Verse 9
"Who can say, I have made my heart clean, I am pure from my sin?"
This is a plaintive note indeed. The implied response here is negative. Under the Old Dispensation, there was no such thing as the forgiveness of sins. "There was a remembrance of sins year by year" (Hebrews 10:3). Thus, there is an unspoken plea here for that Atonement that came only in the blood of Christ.

Verse 10
"Diverse weights, and diverse measures, Both of them alike are an abomination to Jehovah."
We have already studied several proverbs in this same line of thought. The diversity of the weights and measures was a device used by dishonest traders who used one set of standards when buying, another when selling. The simple meaning of the proverb is that God hates dishonest traders.

Verse 11
"Even a child maketh himself known by his doings, Whether his work be pure, and whether it be right."
"By his actions a youth makes it clear whether what he is doing is honest and upright."[7] "Even a child is known by what he does, as he behaves well or class="bible_footnote alt_foreground_dark bold" id="8" style="display: inline; " title="James Moffatt's Translation of the Bible, 1929.">[8] James Moffatt's Translation is preferable here. A well-disciplined, well-behaved child is already far along on the road to becoming an honorable and upright person.

Verse 12
"The hearing ear, and the seeing eye, Jehovah hath made even both of them."
What an incredible marvel, really, is either one of these? Take hearing. One answers the telephone and hears a voice that he has not heard in ten years and recognizes it instantly! Or, one may detect delicate variations in colors with uncanny accuracy. This writer purchased a turquoise necklace from the Jordanian exhibit at the New York World's Fair in 1966; and then, without that necklace in his possession, he selected a perfect match for it from a Chinese collection that exhibited over five hundred different colors. Only God could have endowed men with such wonderful instruments of sight and hearing.

Verse 13
"Love not sleep, lest thou come to poverty; Open thine eyes, and thou shalt be satisfied with bread."
"If you spend your time sleeping, you will be poor. Keep busy and you will have plenty to eat."[9] "What is stated in the first line here is elaborated in Proverbs 6:9-11."[10] See our comment on those verses.

Verse 14
"It is bad, it is bad, saith the buyer; But when he goeth his way, he boasteth."
This describes another trick of the dishonest trader. He belittles and downgrades what is offered for sale; and then, when he is able to purchase it for less than it is worth, he brags about his cleverness. Even as a child, this writer learned the ways of dishonest traders that falsely graded the cotton they bought.

Verse 15
"There is gold, and abundance of rubies; But the lips of knowledge are a precious jewel."
"There is indeed gold, and many pearls; but a precious treasure are lips full of knowledge."[11] The implication here, as often stated in Proverbs, is that knowledge is far better than gold, or other such treasures.

Verse 16
"Take his garment that is surety for a stranger; And hold him in pledge that is surety for foreigners."
This rendition seems to catch the idea here: "Anyone stupid enough to promise to be responsible for a stranger's debts ought to have his own property held to guarantee payment."[12]
Verse 17
"Bread of falsehood is sweet to a man; But afterward his mouth shall be filled with gravel."
"A man may delight in making his living dishonestly, but after a time his mouth shall be filled with gravel."[13] This, of course, is a warning against dishonesty.

Verse 18
"Every purpose is established by counsel; And by wise guidance make thou war."
This, and a number of other proverbs, are oriented toward the decisions that would have been required of a monarch, such as Solomon. Christ might have had this in mind when he said, "What king, when he goeth to encounter another king in war, will not sit down first and take counsel whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him that cometh against him with twenty thousand" (Luke 14:31)?

Verse 19
"He that goeth about as a talebearer revealeth secrets; Therefore company not with him that openeth wide his lips."
Similar proverbs are Proverbs 11:13 and Proverbs 18:8. See comments there. The meaning here is simple enough. "The talebearer will not keep confidences, so do not associate with him."[14]
Verse 20
"Whoso curseth his father or his mother, His lamp shall be put out in blackness of darkness."
Cursing father or mother was a capital offense under the law of Moses (Exodus 21:17; Leviticus 20:9; Matthew 15:4); and there is an obvious reference to that in this proverb. In America today, a teen-ager may murder his parents, claim child-abuse as an excuse, and get off with ten years probation and a year of psychiatric counseling at the state's expense. When will we ever learn?

Verse 21
"An inheritance may be gotten hastily at the beginning; But the end thereof shall not be blessed."
As it stands, this is ambiguous. Toy understood it to say that, "The heir does not wait to receive his inheritance in the due course of nature, obtaining it prematurely by foul means; no blessing, the proverb declares will attend property so acquired."[15] Deane applied it also to, "The prodigal in the parable who demanded and received his inheritance,"[16] squandered it in the far country and at last could hear the grunting of the swine in both ears!

Our personal view is that the proverb suggests the inability of the heirs of rich men to continue the successful operations of their father. Rehoboam is the classical illustration of this from the Bible. In Houston, Texas, the heir of the great merchant prince, Simon Sakowitz, soon lost his empire.

Verse 22
"Say not thou, I will recompense evil: Wait for Jehovah, and he will save thee."
One who presumes to take vengeance upon another is usurping a prerogative that belongs to God alone. Both the Old Testament and the New Testament thunder the warning: "Thus saith the Lord, Vengeance is mine, and recompense" (Deuteronomy 32:35); "Avenge not yourselves, beloved, but give place unto the wrath of God: for it is written, Vengeance belongeth unto me; I will recompense, saith the Lord" (Romans 12:19).

Verse 23
"Diverse weights are an abomination to Jehovah; And a false balance is not good."
This is parallel with Proverbs 20:10. See the comment there.

Verse 24
"A man's goings are of Jehovah; How then can man understand his way?"
"The steps of a man are guided by the Lord. But who is the man that can understand his own way."[17] Although the freedom of the human will and the individual responsibility of every mortal are continually affirmed throughout Proverbs, "This verse stresses the absolute sovereignty of God."[18] There is indeed a sublime mystery in every life. "The order of a man's life is a mystery even to himself. He knows not whither he is going, or for what God is educating him."[19] Toy, it seems to us, had a better grasp of what is taught here. "No man can comprehend fully the meaning of his own experiences; and the suggestion here is that man must throw himself on God, acknowledge, obey and trust Him; and then his life will be rationally and successfully directed."[20] The Anchor Bible also carries the same understanding. "It is by the Lord that a man's steps are directed; how (then) could a human being know which way to take"?[21]
Verse 25
"It is a snare to a man rashly to say, It is holy, And after vows to make inquiry."
Again, we have a proverb in which the Hebrew text, "Is not clear."[22] The `inquiry' mentioned in the second line apparently refers to a situation in which a man, after making a rash and vow, begins to seek some loophole, "So as to escape payment."[23]
Sometimes, people, under a sudden impulse will make pledges for benevolent or religious purposes, which are really beyond their means; and this proverb is a warning against such behavior. "It is a trap for a man to dedicate something rashly and only later to consider his vow."[24] "Jephthah is a startling example of one falling into the snare that is mentioned here (Judges 11:34-40)."[25] Jonah's mention in his prayer from the fish's belly that he would pay his vows is a strong indication that he also had made some rash vows (Jonah 2:9). "The Pharisees developed a casuistry regarding gifts to the Temple that Jesus condemned (Matthew 23:16-22)."[26]
Verse 26
"A wise king winnoweth the wicked, And bringeth the threshing-wheel over them."
Commentators usually try to soften the words here, suggesting that, "The words may be figurative."[27] James Moffatt accepted that theory in his rendition: "A wise king scatters wicked men; he drives hard over them."[28] However, the mention of threshing instruments here brings to mind Amos 1:3, where it is said that God brought judgment upon Damascus, "Because they threshed Gilead with threshing-instruments of iron." Toy also agreed that, "There is here the implication of destructive or serious punishment."[29] Atrocities of this kind were common in ancient warfare; and even King David was guilty of such destruction (2 Samuel 12:31).

Verse 27
"The spirit of man is the lamp of Jehovah, Searching all his innermost parts."
"The word `spirit' here is from the literal Hebrew word `breath'; and it refers to that "breath of life" which God breathed into mankind in the person of Adam (Genesis 2:7)."[30] It is that which distinguishes man from an animal. "It is the equivalent of conscience, God's lamp, that searches out the innermost recesses of a man's heart."[31] This is a very important verse. "It stands alone in the Old Testament in its affirmation that the Divine element in human life is the conscience."[32]
No matter how wicked a man may be, there is still within him that conscience which came from God; and which, regardless of his sins, bears witness, in some degree, to what he should be instead of what he is. There is no way by which any man can utterly destroy that inner witness of God. Some radical commentators such as James Moffatt and Toy omitted this verse; but it is significant that it still stands in the RSV. Satan himself is unable to take it out of the Bible.

Verse 28
"Kindness and truth preserve the king; And his throne is upholden by kindness."
True as this proverb is, the quality of kindness was seldom found in the Oriental monarchs of ancient times, not even in Israel. "A king's guards are loyalty and good faith; his throne is upheld by righteousness."[33] "Loyalty (that is, loyalty to the sacred covenant) and faithfulness are here marks of the ideal king,"[34] and are not intended as a description of the kings that the ancient world often endured.

Verse 29
"The glory of young men is their strength; And the beauty of old men is the hoary head."
"Youth is not better than old age, nor is old age better than youth. Each has a glory of its own; and each has its handicaps and temptations, also its triumphs and discouragements in a well-ordered life."[35] Nothing is any more ridiculous that an old person pretending to be young again! It also should be remembered that "the hoary head" is the glory of old age, only if it be found "in the way of righteousness."

Verse 30
"Stripes that wound cleanse away evil; And strokes reach the innermost parts."
"Sharp blows purify the wicked; and stripes the innermost being."[36] The unmerciful use of corporal punishment in ancient times is emphasized by the terrible beatings and scourgings suffered by the apostle Paul (2 Corinthians 11:23-26). Such public scourgings were inflicted upon criminals during colonial times in America; and public reaction against such punishments has led to a near-abandonment of the very principle of punishment as something deserved by the guilty, and absolutely required for the well-being of society.

No society should reject the punishment of criminals as a cardinal principle of public safety, especially to the extent that it has been rejected in America today. It is still true that the fear of punishment, justly and promptly inflicted upon the guilty, is the greatest single deterrent to wickedness that the world has ever known. This proverb endorses it, and in effect, commands it, regardless of the actual nature of the punishment.

It is an absolute must that any punishment of convicted criminals should be something utterly distasteful to the criminal. Incarceration in one of our modern air-conditioned jails, where no work is required, where a color TV set is provided, and a good bed at night, three square meals a day served free of charge to the occupants, medical treatments, dental work, and medicines, etc., all at taxpayers' expense - all of this actually provides a safer and better living for convicted criminals than that which many honest and hard-working citizens are able to provide even for themselves, despite the fact that their taxes pay for all those benefits for the convicts. To call such behavior on the part of any society stupid is an unjustified compliment! It is criminal!
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Verse 1
Proverbs 21:1
"The king's heart is in the hand of Jehovah as the watercourses: He turneth it whithersoever he will."
Here again we have a statement concerning monarchs, the truth of which depends, absolutely, upon the character of the monarch. It is impossible to believe, for example, that God turned the heart of Solomon in the direction of building pagan temples for many of his scandalous collection of wives and concubines. Yet, it is also true that the power of God is sufficient to cause any king to follow strictly the will and purpose of God.

Verse 2
"Every way of a man is right in his own eyes; But Jehovah weigheth the hearts."
See my comment on Proverbs 16:2 with which this couplet is almost identical.

Verse 3
"To do righteousness and justice Is more acceptable to Jehovah than sacrifice." Both the Old Testament and the New Testament stress the truth stated here. "To obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams" (1 Samuel 15:22). "Ye tithe mint, anise and cummin, and have left undone the weightier matters of the law, justice, mercy and truth" (Matthew 23:23).

Verse 4
"A high look, and a proud heart, Even the lamp of the wicked, is sin."
"Haughty eyes, and an ambitious mind - the tillage of the wicked is sin."[1] "Haughty looks and a proud heart - these sins mark a wicked man."[2] "Haughty eyes and a proud heart, the lamp of the wicked, are sin."[3] "Because of their pride and arrogance, the vow of evil men is a sin."[4] It is evident that the translators do not know exactly what this passage says. One thing is clear, God hates pride and arrogance. The uncertainty derives from the word translated `vow' in the Anchor Bible. "It means either `newly plowed land' or `a lamp.'[5] `Vow' seems to be a guess.

Verse 5
"The thoughts of the diligent tend only to plenteousness; But every one that is hasty hasteth only to want."
There is a diligent pursuit of that which one may consider his personal interests that is counter-productive. One may become so busy and so diligent in a selfish direction that he overlooks spiritual matters of far greater importance; and, it is that which seems to be referred to here. This seems to be the meaning: "The plans of the keen man show a profit, but all who are too hasty show a loss."[6]
Verse 6
"The getting of treasures by a lying tongue Is a vapor driven to and fro by them that seek death."
"The getting of treasures by a lying tongue is a fleeting vapor and a snare of death."[7] We appreciate this: "A man making money by fraud chases a bubble to his own doom."[8]
Verse 7
"The violence of the wicked shall sweep them away, Because they refuse to do justice."
We may read this as an imperative for every intelligent society, after the manner of Genesis 9:6, where is recorded the Divine order for society to execute murderers. This verse states what ought to be, not that which actually is. It must be pointed out that a society which rejects this Divine injunction is writing its own death-warrant.

Verse 8
"The way of him that is laden with guilt is exceeding crooked. But as for the pure, his work is right."
The word `straight' is given as an alternative reading in the American Standard Version margin for the word `right.' It would, of course, make a more accurate contrast with the word `crooked' in the first line.

Verse 9
"It is better to live in the corner of the housetop, Than with a contentious woman in a wide house."
The meaning here is clear enough and needs no comment; but this rendition is an interesting variation: "It is better to dwell in an attic on the roof, than in a double bedroom with a nagging wife."[9] In fairness, it should be stated that the corollary here is applicable also to a nagging husband.

Verse 10
"The soul of the wicked desireth evil; His neighbor findeth no favor in his eyes."
"This states an important truth about depravity, namely, that men sin not merely from weakness, but eagerly and ruthlessly."[10] Their desire is to commit wickedness.

Verse 11
"When the scoffer is punished, the simple is made wise; And when the wise is instructed, he receiveth knowledge."
This is parallel with Proverbs 21:19:25. See the comment there.

Verse 12
"The righteous man considereth the house of the wicked, How the wicked are overthrown to their ruin."
This proverb states that a wise man, living after God's commandments, may, by his own personal observation of what happens all around him, be able to see all the proof he needs that wickedness is a tragic disaster to all who adopt it as their life-style. This writer knows many instances in which once-powerful but wicked families have been totally ruined and devastated.

Verse 13
"Whoso stoppeth his ears at the cry of the poor, He also shall cry, and shall not be heard."
Life indeed has a way of repaying a man after the quality of his deeds. It is another way of saying, "Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap" (Galatians 6:7). Apparent exceptions may be cited; but the sacred rule stands eternally unchallenged.

Verse 14
"A girl in secret pacifieth anger; And a present in the bosom, strong wrath."
Here is another proverb regarding bribery. The statement here corresponds with the others. "Bribery works"! But this should not be interpreted to mean that God approves of it. The word `pacifieth' is understood in the second line.

Verse 15
"It is joy to the righteous to do justice; But it is a destruction to the workers of iniquity."
"When justice triumphs, good men rejoice, but this spells ruin for evil-doers."[11] "When justice is done, it is joy to the righteous, but dismay to evil-doers."[12]
Verse 16
"The man that wandereth out of the way of understanding Shall rest in the assembly of the dead."
The man that wanders out of the way of understanding is the man who rejects his obligation to love and obey the Creator. The assembly of the dead is a reference, first of all, to that cessation of mortality to which all men are appointed; and, secondly, it is that ultimate assembly of that incorrigibly wicked company to which the King shall say, "Depart ... I never knew you." Another rendition: "The man who wanders from the path of wisdom will rest in the assembly of the Shades."[13] "Every word of the second line here is charged with irony. The rebel who insists upon roaming anywhere he will is only hastening to lose his mobility (shall rest), his independence (in the assembly) and his life (of the dead)."[14]
Verse 17
"He that loveth pleasure shall be a poor man: He that loveth wine and oil shall not be rich."
"The pleasure-lover strikes out for joy, but finds only poverty; but Proverbs 21:16 has just sounded the warning that more than pleasure is at stake."[15] The stakes in the game of life on earth are very high indeed: Eternal Life or Eternal Death.

Verse 18
"The wicked is a ransom for the righteous; And the treacherous cometh instead of the upright."
This is not clear; but the teaching seems to be that in the providence of God his punishments of mankind fall rather upon the wicked than upon the righteous. Delitzsch cited Haman's execution rather than that of Mordecai as an example of this;[16] and Deane pointed out that what happened in Egypt illustrates the second line. "The destroying angel spared the houses of the Israelites and executed the firstborn of the Egyptians."[17] The Spanish Version reads: "El hombre falso y malvado Sufrira en lugar Del justo y honrado."[18] ("The false and evil man will suffer in the place of the just and the honorable")

Verse 19
"It is better to dwell in a desert land, Than with a contentious and fretful woman."
This is parallel to Proverbs 21:9; and again we must say that the same thing is true of a contentious and fretful man. Illustration: This writer served for seventeen years as a member of the City of Houston Housing Board of Appeals. One night a German citizen appeared before the board requesting a license for the installation of a mobile home in the rear of his residence. Mount Termini, our chairman, asked how large was his residence. He said, "Fourteen rooms." When asked how many people lived there, he said, "My wife and me." Mount Termini said, "That does not come under our usual guidelines for issuing such a license." "But I absolutely have to have it," the applicant said. Mount Termini asked, "Why"? The man said, "My wife has got the talking disease and she talks day and night without intermission; and if I don't get out of that place, I'm going to do something terrible! I want to live in that mobile home"! We granted his request.

Verse 20
"There is precious treasure and oil in the dwelling of the wise; But a foolish man swalloweth it up."
This is the common viewpoint of Proverbs that the wise are wealthy and the fool is in poverty. There is a limited sense in which this is true; "But in the spiritual warfare, earthly wisdom avails nothing at all (1Cor. 1:5-16,2 Corinthians 10:4)."[19]
Verse 21
"He that followeth after righteousness and kindness findeth life, righteousness and honor."
What a happy promise indeed is this! If one would enjoy life, righteousness and honor, let him follow the teachings of the Saviour.

Verse 22
"A wise man scaleth the city of the mighty, And bringeth down the strength of the confidence thereof."
"This proverb extols the superiority of sagacity, or practical wisdom, over physical strength."[20] Many a mighty stronghold has been overthrown by a wise and discerning assault. Such was the overthrow of Quebec in which the continent of North America was taken from the French and given to the English (Sept. 13,1759).

Verse 23
"Whoso keepeth his mouth and his tongue keepeth his soul from troubles."
"Caution in speech has already been mentioned in Proverbs 21:13:3 and Proverbs 21:18:21 (See the comments there). The troubles referred to here are probably social and legal difficulties into which imprudent talk would bring one, especially where there were gossips and professional informers."[21]
Verse 24
"The proud and haughty man, scoffer is his name; He worketh in the arrogance of pride."
This rendition might not be a translation, but it surely is true: "His names are "Brazen," "Insolent," "Impious," who acts in arrogant fury."[22] "Show me a conceited person, and I will show you someone who is arrogant, proud and inconsiderate."[23] Interesting as these renditions are, the following is much nearer the MT: "Scoffer is the name of the proud haughty man who acts with arrogant pride."[24]
Verse 25
"The desire of the sluggard killeth him; For his hands refuse to labor."
The sluggard or the slothful are continually condemned in Proverbs; and we have frequently commented on the priority given the work ethic in Holy Scripture. "The sluggard wastes his strength and his life in longing for things for which he has not the energy to work. His grandiose wishes to do great or good things are of no value at all because of his laziness, which only adds to his misery and condemnation."[25] This is a concise statement of what appears to be the meaning: "The sluggard's craving will be the death of him, because his hands refuse to work."[26]
Verse 26
"There is that coveteth greedily all the day long; But the righteous giveth and withholdeth not."
"A sinner is always selfish, but a good man gives without stint."[27] The Christian who remembers the glorious adage of Our Lord that, "It is more blessed to give than to receive," will find unspeakable joy and satisfaction in doing so. All of us should remember that no hearse ever has a U-Haul trailer hitched on behind while on the way to the cemetery!

Verse 27
"The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination; How much more, when he bringeth it with a wicked mind."
The thought here is very similar to that of Proverbs 21:3. See the comment there. The Anchor Bible has it this way: "A sacrifice offered by wicked men is an abomination, all the more so if one bring it with a shameful purpose."[28] Some of the shameful purposes that may prompt the wicked to offer a sacrifice are: (1) to receive approval and praise of men, (2) to deceive others with his hypocrisy, or (3) in the vain delusion that he can "buy God off."

Verse 28
"A false witness shall perish; But the man that heareth shall speak so as to endure."
What is contrasted here is the permanence of the true witness as compared with the ephemeral life and testimony of the false witness. "A dishonest witness will perish, but a truthful man will never be forgotten."[29]
Verse 29
"A wicked man hardeneth his face; But as for the upright, he establisheth his ways."
Delitzsch translated thus: "A godless man showeth boldness in his mien; but one that is upright, he proveth his way."[30] "For the godless man, his demeanor is the arrogant callousness of guilt; but for the upright it is the manifest integrity of his life."[31] Sometimes the one can be mistaken for the other.

Verse 30
"There is no wisdom nor understanding Nor counsel against Jehovah."
"Intelligence, skill, strategy - none can avail against the Eternal."[32]
Both the beginning and the end of this chapter feature two verses stressing the power of God. How foolish are men who vainly suppose that they may set their puny and partial wisdom against the intelligence of God Himself! The tragic story of Zedekiah, the last king to rule in Jerusalem, is a sufficient illustration of this.

Verse 31
"The horse is prepared against the day of battle; But victory is of Jehovah."
"Proverbs 21:30 warns men not to fight against God, and Proverbs 21:31 warns them not to fight without him."[33] This does not forbid the use of earthly resources; but it condemns reliance upon them. It is God who gives the victory. "The race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong." (Ecclesiastes 9:11).

"Solomon here taught better than he practiced; because he provided 40,000 horses even though God had expressly forbidden the kings of Israel to multiply horses unto themselves, lest their hearts should be drawn away from the hope of Israel. This proverb verified the evil consequences of Solomon's change in the management of Israel's affairs, because Israel never again cut such a figure in war as they had done previously."[34]
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Verse 1
Proverbs 22:1
"A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches, And loving favor rather than silver and gold."
"Riches are greatly esteemed in the world; and, wisely managed, they serve many valuable purposes; but they do not contribute as much to genuine tranquility and happiness of life as do the esteem and love of one's neighbors. Paul's qualifications for elders did not require them to be rich, but to have a good name among Christians and even among the heathen."[1]
Verse 2
"The rich and the poor meet together: Jehovah is the maker of them all."
This means that, "There are social differences among men; but all men, as creatures of God, have their rights, and their mutual obligations of respect and kindness."[2] There is a terrible equality of all men who have one Creator, are all sinful, are all mortal, and who all cross the threshold of our common grave. All men have the invitation to receive eternal life upon the conditions God has provided it; and all men have only one extremely vital choice to make. They may either receive it, or reject it.

Verse 3
"A prudent man seeth the evil, and hideth himself; But the simple pass on, and suffer for it."
"The Bible gives blind optimism its right name. It is not faith but folly. This was mentioned in Proverbs 14:15-16, and will be repeated in even stronger language in Proverbs 27:12."[3]
Verse 4
"The reward of humility and the fear of Jehovah Is riches, and honor, and life."
This verse, which stresses humility and the fear of the Lord, "Sums up several of the principal lessons of Proverbs."[4] As a matter of fact, it gives a brief summary of the chief obligations of human life on earth.

Verse 5
"Thorns and snares are in the way of the perverse; He that keepeth his soul shall be far from them."
He that keepeth his soul carries the frightening implication that one may lose his soul, a fact emphasized by Jesus (Matthew 16:26). "Many toils, trials and sufferings will be met by the sinful."[5] One's soul is that immortal part of him that shall at last give an account in the presence of God.

Verse 6
"Train up a child in the way he should go, And even when he is old he will not depart from it."
This identifies the proper instruction and discipline of one's children as, "A religious duty."[6] It should also be imposed as a legal obligation upon that vast army of godless, reprobate men who have fathered children, deserted their mothers, and avoided providing support.

Verse 7
"The rich rule over the poor; And the borrower is servant to the lender."
This states an unhappy fact, but without any approval of it (See the first two verses). The apostolic injunction to "Owe no man anything" (Romans 13:8) is the way to avoid the servitude mentioned in the second line. Of course, this involves doing without many things while the money to acquire the things needed is being earned. The widespread practice of young married couples buying everything they want on credit is an infallible method of remaining poor for a lifetime.

Verse 8
"He that soweth iniquity shall reap calamity; And the rod of his wrath shall fail."
"If you plant the seeds of injustice, disaster will spring up, and your oppression of others will end."[7] "A man who sows evil has a harvest of trouble; his labor goes for nothing."[8] Any person who is sinning is "sowing iniquity." The Septuagint (LXX) has a variant reading for the second line, "God loves a cheerful and liberal man,"[9] and Scott called this the source of Paul's words in 2 Corinthians 9:7.[10]
Verse 9
"He that hath a bountiful eye shall be blessed; For he giveth his bread to the poor."
God Himself blesses the liberal giver, as anyone who ever practiced liberality already knows. See 2 Corinthians 9:6-13, where this promise is elaborated for Christians.

Verse 10
"Cast out the scoffer, and contention will go out; Yea, strife and ignominy will cease."
"Disagreement and bad blood sometimes arise, not from the facts of a situation, but from a person with a wrong attitude, who makes mischief. This proverb says that, `What an institution sometimes needs is, not reforms, but the expulsion of a member.'"[11]
Verse 11
"He that loveth pureness of heart, For the grace of his lips the king will be his friend."
The translators are in disagreement over what this says. Toy, endorsing Luther's rendition, made "the king" the subject of both clauses, declaring that this seems to offer the most probable sense: "The king loves the pure in heart, and the grace of lips is his delight."[12] "If you love purity of heart and graciousness of speech, the king will be your friend."[13]
Verse 12
"The eyes of Jehovah preserve him that hath knowledge; But he overthroweth the words of the treacherous man."
"This first clause says that God oversees and protects the man who knows God and walks in his ways, and uses his means and abilities for the good of others."[14] The second clause means that, "God frustrates the intentions of the treacherous man by turning them in another direction."[15] It is of interest that the Septuagint renders the passage thus: "The eyes of the Lord preserve discretion; but the transgressor despises wise words."[16]
Verse 13
"The sluggard saith, There is a lion in the way; I shall be slain in the streets."
"The lazy will claim that there is a lion in the way to keep from going to work. They will use any excuse, no matter how unlikely or unbelievable, to keep from carrying their share of the load."[17]
Illustration: This writer and his wife once aided an able-bodied bum by getting him a job; much to our surprise he turned it down, saying, "Reverend, you just don't understand what a kind-hearted man I am. If I took that job, I would meet somebody tomorrow who needs it worse than I do, and I would give it to him!"

Verse 14
"The mouth of strange women is a deep pit; He that is abhorred of Jehovah shall fall therein."
This subject was practically exhausted in the first seven chapters of Proverbs. Our only marvel is that Solomon, of all people, could have said something like this. "The Lord is angry with the one who consorts with an adulteress."[18]
Verse 15
"Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child; But the rod of correction shall drive it far from him."
A number of proverbs deal with the discipline of children (Proverbs 13:24; 22:6; 29:15,21). Corporal punishment is mentioned here. Our current culture has rejected corporal punishment for disobedient and unruly children; and this should be evaluated in the light of this report from the front page of today's Houston Post, June 22,1993. The banner headline reads: UNITED STATES LOSING A GENERATION. "About one-fourth of all 10 to 17 year olds are at risk of failing to lead productive adult lives. Why? High-risk behavior - drugs ... sex ... liquor ... etc." In a word, no discipline, either at home or at school. Perhaps our "smart educators" should take another look at their policies.

Folly is very much bound up in the nature of children, more so with boys than with girls. "The rod of discipline is needed to get rid of the folly."[19]
Verse 16
"He that oppresseth the poor to increase his gain, And he that giveth to the rich shall come only to want."
This is a disputed verse, and several different renditions are possible, none of which are any better than the one in our version.

Verse 17
"Incline thine ear, and hear the words of the wise, And apply thy heart unto my knowledge. For it is a pleasant thing if thou keep them within thee. If they be established together upon thy lips. That thy trust may be in Jehovah, I have made them known to thee this day, even to thee."
There is a break here; and from this Proverbs 22:17 through the end of Proverbs 24, we have the words of the wise men. Some call these, "The Thirty Words" (consisting of two verses each);[20] but other words of wise men are added after the "thirty."

These three verses state the purpose of the wise men's words, namely, "That thy trust may be in Jehovah." This particular section of Proverbs is not attributed to Solomon.

Verse 20
"Have not I written unto the excellent things of counsels and knowledge, To make thee know the certainty of the words of truth, That thou mayest carry back words of truth to them that send thee?"
This concludes the introduction to the words of the wise men, the first of the "thirty words" beginning in Proverbs 22:22.

Verse 22
1.

"Rob not the poor because he is poor; Neither oppress the afflicted in the gate: For Jehovah will plead their cause, And will despoil of life those that despoil them."
"To be ruthlessly `on the make' is to make, above all, an Enemy."[21] That Enemy, of course, is the Lord of heaven and earth.

Verse 24
2.

"Make no friendship with a man that is given to anger; And with a wrathful man thou shalt not go: Lest thou learn his ways, And get a snare to thy soul." This is a stern warning against association with any man given to angry and wrathful outbursts. Christians are commanded to be `slow to anger' and "to be angry and sin not.' Anger breeds anger; impatience breeds impatience; and association with such a man is dangerous, not only in the earthly sense, but also in the eternal sense. It can lead to the loss of one's soul.

Proverbs 22:26-27
3.

"Be thou not one of them that strike hands, Or of them that are sureties for debts. If thou hast not wherewith to pay, Why should he take away thy bed from under thee?"
A number of the proverbs of Solomon in the previous section dealt with this same problem, and there is nothing new added here. It just says, "Don't do it"!

Proverbs 22:28-29
4.

"Remove not the ancient landmark, Which thy fathers have set."
Moving an ancient landmark was a device of fraudulent men, because such landmarks defined the boundaries of farms and estates. Moving a landmark was a crime easy to commit and hard to prove, therefore God gave the sternest warnings against it, not only in the books of Law and Prophecy, but in the Wisdom literature also."[22]
5.

"Seest thou a man diligent in his business? He shall stand before kings; He shall not stand before mean men."
"Diligence would not commend a man so highly unless it was accompanied by unusual skill, dexterity, ingenuity and creativeness."[23] In ancient times persons with such abilities were called "tektons." The word was applied to Christ himself (as a carpenter) (Mark 6:3). Such skilled workers are the benefactors of all mankind. We dedicated our Book of Acts (In the New Testament Series) to a "[@tekton]." Bezalel (Exodus 35:30-35) was just such a person.
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Verse 1
6
Proverbs 23:1-3
"When thou sittest to eat with a ruler, Consider diligently him that is before thee; And put a knife to thy throat, If thou be a man given to appetite. Be not desirous of his dainties; Seeing they are deceitful food."
George DeHoff commented on this: "Proper etiquette in eating is encouraged. One's table manners are important. When invited to the table of one's betters, he should eat moderately, and not as half-starved. It is better not to eat and drink those things to which one is not accustomed."[1]
Verse 4
7
"Weary not thyself to be rich; Cease from thine own wisdom. Wilt thou set thine eyes upon that which is not? For riches certainly make themselves wings, Like an eagle that flieth toward heaven."
Paul warned against the desire to be rich; and here we have a warning in the Old Testament. The heart of Paul's warning (1 Timothy 6:9f) centered upon moral and spiritual damage to the seeker; and here the warning stresses the nature of riches. They have the startling ability to leave their possessor `holding the bag.' Ask any man who has experienced great loss (1) by the death of a trusted partner, a stock market crash, an earthquake, a flood, a tornado, a hurricane, a drought, a revolution, a robbery, embezzlement, fraud, some changing fashion, or any one of a thousand other ways that riches can make themselves wings and fly away. "There is an ancient proverb: `Possessions are like sparrows, or locusts, in flight that can find no place to alight.'"[2]
Verse 6
8
"Eat thou not the bread of him that hath an evil eye, Neither desire thou his dainties: For as he thinketh within himself, so is he: Eat and drink, saith he to thee. The morsel which thou hast eaten shalt thou vomit up, And lose thy sweet words."
This rendition is an excellent comment on this passage: "Don't eat at the table of a stingy man or be greedy for the fine food he serves. Come on and have some more, he says, but he doesn't mean it. What he thinks is what he really is. You will vomit up all you have eaten, and all your flattery will be wasted."[3]
Verse 9
9
"Speak not in the hearing of a fool; For he will despise the wisdom of thy words."
The sacred words of the Christ are a perfect comment on this: "Give not that which is holy unto the dogs; neither cast your pearls before swine" (Matthew 7:6).

Verse 10
10
"Remove not the ancient landmark; And enter not into the fields of the fatherless: For their Redeemer is strong; He will plead their cause against thee. Apply thy heart unto instruction, And thine ears to the words of knowledge."
The first line here is also found in Proverbs 22:28. See the comments there. The fatherless and widows were in the greatest danger of suffering damage by the fraudulent removal of a landmark; and the passage states that God, as their Champion, will defend them.

Verse 13
11
"Withhold not correction from the child; And, if thou beat him with the rod, he will not die. Thou shalt beat him with the rod, And shall deliver his soul from Sheol."
If there had been any doubt about God's commanding his followers to discipline their sons and daughters, this passage would have removed it. The two verses here are parallel; and that clarifies the meaning of Proverbs 23:13. At first glance, it might seem that the parent is to beat his son within in an inch of death; but, "This does not mean that the scourging will not kill him," but it means that, "If you chastise him you will save him from the doom of the rebellious son (Deuteronomy 31:18-21)."[4] The following rendition obscures the true meaning:

"Do not hesitate to discipline a youth; Though you beat him with a stick, he will not die; Indeed you should beat him with a stick, And so save his life from Sheol."[5]
Verse 15
12
"My son, if thy heart be wise, My heart will be glad, even mine: Yea, my heart will rejoice, When thy lips speak right things."
We have here a tender and beautiful expression of a father's devout and earnest ambition for his son, and a statement of what joy and happiness a truly upright son will bring to his father.

Verse 17
13
"Let not thy heart envy sinners; But be thou in the fear of Jehovah all the day long: For surely there is a reward; And thy hope shall not be cut off."
Concerning the blessed hope of holy religious faith, mortals need all the encouragement they can find; and here the sacred text thunders the message, "Surely there is a reward." The hope of heaven is a reality. Christ said, "In my Father's house, there are many mansions. If it were not so, I would have told you." (John 14:2). This being true, why then, should any Christian envy the ephemeral joys of sinners, purchased by them at the price of eternal death?

Verse 19
14
"Hear thou, my son, and be wise, And guide thy heart in the way. Be not among winebibbers, Among gluttonous eaters of flesh: For the drunkard and the glutton shall come to poverty; And drowsiness will clothe a man with rags."
This word of the wise warns against drunkenness, gluttony and sloth (drowsiness). It is significant that the Bible condemns drinking wine; but when the translators and commentators get through with this, the condemnation always prohibits "drinking wine to excess" ... or "the heavy drinker."[6] There's not a word in the Bible about "excessive drinking," the condemnation is against drinking. (See our comment on this subject on pp. 231,232, in my commentary on Proverbs). The graveyard is full of fools who thought they could handle their liquor! This writer has held too many tragic funerals that resulted from alcohol to allow any respect whatever for this common social vice.

Verse 22
15
"Hearken unto thy father that begat thee, And despise not thy mother when she is old. Buy the truth, and sell it not; Yea, wisdom, and instruction, and understanding."
"The first verse here refers to heeding the instructions of father and mother, rather than honoring them."[7] A number of scholars have tried to rearrange the order of the verses in this chapter, but without success. What is written here makes just as much sense in our present arrangement as in any other.

The words "buy the truth" do not mean that it can be purchased with money. That teaching which one gladly receives, believes and accepts as completely trustworthy is thus `bought' in the sense of this passage.

Verse 24
16
"The father of the righteous will greatly rejoice; And he that begetteth a wise child will have joy of him. Let thy father and thy mother be glad, And let her that bare thee rejoice."
Nothing can approach the fulfillment and joy that come to godly parents when their children after them walk in the right way. Thus, when Proverbs 23:25 pleads for the hearer to "allow" (let) his parents rejoice, it is an exhortation for him to love and obey the Word of God. "What a blessed thing is righteousness! It gives pleasure to him who practices it. It diffuses joy all around. Parents, friends, and all who fear God rejoice to see one walking in God's truth. God in heaven approves of it, and the angels rejoice to see it."[8]
Verse 26
17
"My son, give me thy heart: Let thine eyes delight in my ways. For a harlot is a deep ditch; And a foreign woman is a narrow pit. Yea, she lieth in wait as a robber, And increaseth the treacherous among men."
"In Proverbs 23:27, the two lines introduce the two classes of unchaste women, the harlot and the adulteress; but the same destructive character is ascribed to both."[9] Although Toy and others dispute it, we feel that Deane is correct in making Wisdom personified the speaker in Proverbs 23:26.[10] In Proverbs 23:28, the unchaste woman is said to increase the treacherous among men. A better rendition is, "She increases the faithless among men."[11]
How is this so? "The harlot causes her victim to be faithless to God, to his parents, to his wife, to his family, and to himself."[12]
Verse 29
18
"Who hath woe? who hath sorrow? who hath contentions? Who hath complaining? who hath wounds without cause? who hath redness of eyes? They that tarry long at the wine; They that go to seek out mixed wine."
Proverbs 23:29-35 are a song on the subject of drunkenness. All seven verses are included in this 18th `Word' of the wise men. Taken as a unit, the passage says, "Liquor is poison; don't touch it."

The Anchor Bible catches the spirit of these verses perfectly: "Who groans "Alas"? Who cries, "Woe is me"? Who gets into quarrels? Who has complaints? Who suffers needless wounds? Whose eyes are bloodshot? Those who linger over wine, who drain the mixing bowl."[13] There were two ways of "mixing" wine. One way was diluting it with water (See pp. 231-232, in my commentary on Proverbs); another way was to mix spices with it to increase its potency; and that is the type of `mixing' mentioned here.

Verse 31
"Look not thou upon the wine when it is red, When it sparkleth in the cup. When it goeth down smoothly: At the last it biteth like a serpent, And stingeth like an adder."
The very nature of alcohol is a strong argument against the drinking of any of it. The burning liquors of the present day are far more deadly and dangerous than were those of antiquity. "Social drinking easily turns into alcoholism; why then should people practice that which so rapidly enslaves hundreds of thousands"?[14] Alcoholism is not a disease; it is the result of drinking; and in the history of the world no one ever became an alcoholic without drinking! It should be noted that nothing in the Word of God either recommends or tolerates "moderate drinking." "Moderate drinking" is a myth circulated by the liquor companies. "Moderate drinking" is only one of the earlier stages of becoming a drunkard.

Verse 33
"Thine eyes shall behold strange things, And thy heart shall utter perverse things. Yea, thou shalt be as he that lieth down in the midst of the sea, Or as he that lieth upon the top of a mast. They have stricken me, thou shalt say, and I was not hurt; They have beaten me, and I felt it not: When shall I awake? I will seek it yet again."
What we have here is a description of an alcoholic. His craving for alcohol dominates every other appetite. That line about lying on the top of a mast suggests an impossibility; and another rendition is: "Like one lying on top of the rigging."[15]
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Verse 1
19
Proverbs 24:1-2
"Be not thou envious of evil men; Neither desire to be with them: For their heart studieth oppression, And their lips talk of mischief."
Another admonition against envy is in Proverbs 23:17. Envy is not merely destructive of the personality of the envious, but it also provides a motive for many kinds of wickedness. One is foolish indeed to envy wicked people, who, regardless of their earthly status, are doomed to eternal death. There is a strange attractiveness about evil. "Young people, and sometimes older people, are fascinated by the glamour and aura of success and power which sometimes clings to evil men."[1] The wise should look beyond all of that and consider the ultimate fate of all wicked men.

Verse 3
20
"Through wisdom is a house builded; And by understanding it is established; And by knowledge are the chambers filled With all precious and pleasant riches."
This proverb merely states that it takes wisdom to build, establish and properly furnish a house; but DeHoff is probably right in taking the passage as a metaphor of the fact that righteous and godly living are required to build, "A family, a good name, and to establish them."[2]
Verse 5
21
"A wise man is strong; Yea, a man of knowledge increaseth might. For by wise guidance thou shalt make thy war; And in the multitude of counselors there is safety."
The second line of Proverbs 24:6 is identical with that in Proverbs 11:14. This proverb stresses the superiority of wisdom over physical strength. One example of this is that, "A wise man constructs a machine, or a device, that will do the work of a hundred or even of a thousand men; but in all cases wisdom gives power and influence; and he who is wise unto salvation can overcome Satan himself."[3]
Verse 7
22
"Wisdom is too high for a fool: He openeth not his mouth in the gate."
In ancient cities, the elders of the people, or the rulers and principle men of the city, were accustomed to have their assemblies in the city gate, where open spaces were available. A fool would not dare to speak in the presence of the wise men. "Wisdom and a fool are incompatible."[4]
Verse 8
23
"He that deviseth to do evil, Men shall call him a mischief-maker. The thought of foolishness is sin; And the scoffer is an abomination to men."
Proverbs 24:8 here speaks of a man, so depraved and sinful that, "He needs no temptation of the devil, but contrives and plots sin in his own mind."[5] Significantly, a man's evil thoughts are here classified as sins. The universal detestation that scoffers deserve is stressed in the last line.

Verse 10
24
"If thou faint in the day of adversity, Thy strength is small."
It is the crisis that separates the men from the boys. "If you show weakness in a crisis, your strength is small."[6] "Exceptional strain is a fair test of a man's mettle. It is the hireling, not the true shepherd, who will plead bad conditions, hopeless tasks, or pardonable ignorance."[7] The man who truly loves the Lord will be faithful, "even unto death."

Verse 11
25
"Deliver them that are carried away unto death, And those that are ready to be slain, see that thou hold back. If thou sayest, Behold, we knew not this; Doth not he that weigheth the hearts consider it? And he that keepeth thy soul, doth he not know it? And shall he not render to every man according to his work?"
"See that thou hold back" (Proverbs 24:11) actually means, "See that thou hold them back that are perishing." The marginal reading (American Standard Version) makes this clear. "Forbear thou not, to deliver."

Taken along with Proverbs 24:10, there are three situations here where a true man, instead of avoiding his duty, should discharge it. "These are the crisis (Proverbs 24:10), the near-hopeless task (Proverbs 24:11), and pardonable ignorance (`We knew not this, Proverbs 24:12')."[8] Such difficult, unanticipated and near-hopeless situations are to be expected in the Christian life (Acts 14:22). God pity the Christian who refuses to be involved, saying, "Well, that's none of my business."

Verse 13
26
"My son, eat thou honey, for it is good; And the droppings of the honeycomb which are sweet to thy taste: So shalt thou know wisdom to be unto thy soul; If thou hast found it, then shall there be a reward, And thy hope shall not be cut off."
"Wisdom is to the mind what honey is to the mouth."[9]
"If thou hast found it ... hope shall not be cut off" (Proverbs 24:14). Note the word IF. The teaching here is that one's eternal hope depends upon his finding wisdom. The wisdom that saves the soul is found only in the Holy Bible; and therefore an apostle has commanded us to, "Study to show thyself approved unto God" (2 Timothy 2:15). It is to be feared the TV set, the newspaper, the radio, and that roaring tornado of noise that Satan is blowing upon us from all directions have fatally interfered with many Christian's obedience to this commandment.

Verse 15
27
"Lay not wait, O wicked man, against the habitation of the righteous; Destroy not his resting place: For a righteous man falleth seven times, and riseth up again; But the wicked are overthrown by calamity."
This warning is pointed squarely at the wicked, stressing the fact that God Himself blesses, preserves and protects his true followers. Christ himself promised to be with his followers "even unto the end of the world" (Matthew 28:18-20); and in spite of the fact that this is not a blanket exemption from the trials and misfortunes of life, what is stated here is a true and faithful promise of God's eternal preference for the righteous.

Verse 17
28
"Rejoice not when thine enemy falleth, And let not thy heart be glad when he is overthrown; Lest Jehovah see it, and it displease him, And he turn away his wrath from him."
"This teaches that it is one's duty not to rejoice at the misfortunes of enemies. The word `rejoice' refers to audible expressions of exultation. This, of course is a negative commandment; but the positive side of it, `sympathy for enemies', although not expressed, may be implied (Matthew 5:44)."[10]
Furthermore, this proverb does not teach that God may allow a wicked man to go unpunished, merely because some person rejoiced at his downfall. "The implication of the passage is that God might be more concerned with punishing his disobedient follower than that of the outright wicked."[11]
Verse 19
29
"Fret not thyself because of evil-doers; Neither be thou envious at the wicked: For there shall be no reward to the evil man; The lamp of the wicked shall be put out."
Here is the basic proposition upon which the love and worship of God are founded, namely, his hatred of wickedness. The basic assumption of the God-fearing worshipper is that wickedness cannot win, that there will come a time when God in righteous wrath will rise up and cast evil out of his universe. The judgment scene in Matthew 25 envisions that very thing. For the people who understand this, the envy of the wicked, regardless of what blessings they may enjoy in the present life, is absolutely an impossibility.

It is a thoughtless Christian indeed who will fret himself because of success and blessings that attend obviously wicked people. It is inevitable that in a world where nearly all the people are moving in open rebellion against God, that all kinds of injustices and inequities should be, at times, the portion of the godly.

"The prosperity of the wicked is only temporary; they are detested by God (Proverbs 3:32), and are doomed (Proverbs 24:20)."[12] The second line of Proverbs 24:20 is identical with that of Proverbs 13:9.

Verse 21
30
"My son, fear thou Jehovah and the king; And company not with them that are given to change: For their calamity shall rise suddenly; And the destruction from them both, who knoweth it?"
This passage has part of the instruction that the apostle Peter gave; "Honor all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the king."[13" translation="">1 Peter 2:17.">[13]

"Company not with them that are given to change" (Proverbs 24:21) apparently refers to malcontents seeking a change in the government; but there is even a wider application. Every church is plagued by a certain element within it which identifies change with `progress.' They are never willing for anything to continue very long without demanding a change. Not long ago in Houston, a church announced that a committee had been appointed to arrange a different order of worship every Sunday! Some decided to go somewhere else.

This brings us to the conclusion of the "Thirty Words" of the wise men; but sure enough, here are some more "Words of the wise men"!

Verse 23
"These also are sayings of the wise: To have respect of persons in judgment is not good. He that saith to the wicked, Thou art righteous, Peoples shall curse him, nations shall abhor him; But to them that rebuke him shall be delight, And a good blessing shall come upon them."
"God is no respecter of persons" (Acts 10:34); and any man sitting in judgment upon others identifies himself as God's enemy when he respects the persons of offenders.

Proverbs 24:24-25 cite an example of some magistrate's respect of the person of a wicked man, saying, "Thou art righteous." The hatred of peoples and nations for such behavior is certain to follow; but all mankind honors sound and righteous judgment; and the blessing of God attends it.

Verse 26
"He kisseth the lips who giveth a right answer."
This speaks of the appreciation that falls upon a witness who testifies honestly before a tribunal.

Verse 27
"Prepare thy work without, And make it ready for thee in the field; And afterward build thy house."
This is obviously a figurative or idiomatic expression meaning that, "Counting the cost and preparing the materials are preliminary prerequisites for the accomplishment of any enterprise."[14] Christ taught the same thing (Luke 14:28ff).

Verse 28
"Be not a witness against thy neighbor without cause; And deceive not with thy lips. Say not, I will do so to him as he hath done to me; I will render to the man according to his work."
These verses are related, both of them dealing with one's relations with a neighbor. Proverbs 24:28 means that one should not witness against a neighbor "for spite"; and Proverbs 24:29 warns against taking vengeful action against a neighbor for some alleged grievance. (Romans 12:19).

Verse 30
"I went by the field of the sluggard, And by the vineyard of the man void of understanding; And, lo, it was all grown over with thorns, The face thereof was covered with nettles, And the stone wall thereof was broken down. Then I beheld, and considered well; I saw, and received instruction: Yet a little sleep, a little slumber, A little folding of the hands to sleep; So shall thy poverty come as a robber, And thy want as an armed man."
This, of course, is another denunciation of sloth and a warning against it. This ranks as one of the favorite subjects in Proverbs. It has already been treated in Proverbs 10:26; 12:11,24,27; 13:4; 14:4,23; 15:19; 16:26; 18:9; 19:15,24; 20:4,13; 21:25; 22:13. See our comments under those references. Actually, this particular reference is the most colorful of all the denunciations of sloth. "A little folding of the hands to sleep"! Who could ever forget a line like that?
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Verse 1
III.

MORE PROVERBS OF SOLOMON EDITED BY KING HEZEKIAH'S MEN (Proverbs 25-29)
Proverbs 25:1
"These also are proverbs of Solomon, which the men of Hezekiah king of Judah copied out."
(This verse is prose, not poetry, and serves, in fact, as the title of this section, which we have abbreviated and so utilized it).

Solomon spoke "three thousand proverbs" (1 Kings 4:32); and it is amazing that so few of them are to be found in the Bible.

Verse 2
"It is the glory of God to conceal a thing; But the glory of kings is to search out a matter. As the heavens for height, and the earth for depth, So the heart of kings is unsearchable. Take away the dross from the silver, And there cometh forth a vessel for the refiner. Take away the wicked from before the king, And his throne shall be established in righteousness."
"The glory of kings is to search out a matter" (Proverbs 25:2). "This is not a reference to academic or scientific research, but, "It praises administrative probes. A king should know what is going on."[1]
"The heart of kings is unsearchable" (Proverbs 25:3). This is just another way of saying that nobody knows what any king is liable to do. The kings of Israel were a constant illustration of this truth.

"Take away the wicked from before the king" (Proverbs 25:5). "This sets forth the requirement that if a king's throne is to be established in righteousness, he must have proven and trustworthy servants and advisors."[2] There prevailed among ancient kings the delusion that they ruled by Divine Right, and one may detect traces of this conceit in these verses.

Verse 6
"Put not thyself forward in the presence of the king, And stand not in the place of great men: For better is it that it be said unto thee, Come up higher, Than that thou shouldest be put lower in the presence of the prince, Whom thine eyes have seen."
It is the glory of this proverb that Jesus Christ utilized in his teaching the grace of humility (Luke 14:7-11). As Tate noted, "The translation speaks for itself."[3] It needs no explanation or comment.

Verse 8
"Go not forth hastily to strive, Lest thou know not what to do in the end thereof, When thy neighbor hath put thee to shame. Debate thy cause with thy neighbor himself, And disclose not the secret of another; Lest he that heareth it revile thee, And thine infamy turn not away."
Another translation clarifies the passage: "Don't be too quick to go to court about something you have seen; if another witness later proves you wrong, what will you do then? If you and your neighbor have a difference of opinion, settle it between yourselves and do not reveal any secrets. Otherwise everyone will learn that you can't keep a secret, and you will never live down the shame."[4]
Verse 11
"A word fitly spoken Is like apples of gold in network of silver. As an ear-ring of gold, and an ornament of fine gold, So is a wise reprover upon an obedient ear."
Both of these verses deal with the desirability of appropriate speech. McGee wrote that, "The apples of gold were probably oranges."[5] However the mention of ornaments such as an ear-ring in the parallel verse, probably means that the "apples of gold" were some kind of beautiful ornament. Cook suggested that the reference is probably to, "Some kingly gift that Hiram king of Tyre had presented to Solomon. People gazed upon the cunning work and admired it; but the wise king saw in the costly rarity a parable of something higher."[6]
Verse 13
"As the cold of snow in the time of harvest, So is a faithful messenger to them that send him; For he refresheth the soul of his masters."
This subject appears in previous proverbs Proverbs 13:17 and Proverbs 17:2. See our comments there. It is amazing that "the cold of snow" would have been available in harvest time. This is either a reference to one's remembrance of the cold of snow, or to some device by which it was really available. Visitors to Monticello, the home of Jefferson, will remember the deep cistern where ice which was stored in winter was available the year around.

Verse 14
"As clouds and wind without rain, So is he that boasteth himself of his gifts falsely."
We may have here the origin of the common designation of such a braggart as "windy" or as "an old wind bag."

Verse 15
"By long forbearing is a ruler persuaded, And a soft tongue breaketh the bone."
"A prince may be persuaded by patience, and a soft tongue may break down solid bone."[7] Jesus may have had this in mind when he spoke of the 'unjust judge' (Luke 18:6). The American Standard Version marginal reading allows `judge' here instead of ruler.

Verse 16
"Hast thou found honey? Eat so much as is sufficient for thee, Lest thou be filled therewith, and vomit it. Let thy foot be seldom in thy neighbor's house, Lest he be weary of thee, and hate thee."
We might entitle these verses as, "Too much of a good thing is more than enough"! Even eating too much honey can lead to the body's rejection of it; and too much intimate association with friends can break up the friendship. All of us have known people who were what was called "too thick" with their friends and then saw the "break-up" that always ensued.

Verse 18
"A man that beareth false witness against his neighbor Is a maul, and a sword, and a sharp arrow."
This proverb is a reflection of the Decalogue, Commandment No. 9.

Verse 19
"Confidence in an unfaithful man in time of trouble Is like a broken tooth and a foot out of joint."
It would be hard for anyone to imagine two more uncomfortable conditions than those mentioned in line two. The more serious, of course, would be the foot out of joint (`broken' in some translations); because in loss of mobility one would be unable to flee from danger. To paraphrase the proverb it says that, "Trusting an unfaithful man in a crisis is both extremely painful and dangerous."

Verse 20
"As one that taketh off a garment in cold weather and as vinegar upon soda, So is he that singeth songs to a heavy heart."
"Singing gay songs to a heavy heart is like disrobing a man on a cold day, or adding sour wine to soda."[8] Again, this deals with something that is not appropriate and that will not be appreciated.

Deane noted that the soda mentioned here was `nitrate of potash' or saltpeter. ""It effervesces with an acid such as vinegar and becomes useless."[9] This is indeed a valid illustration of the uselessness of singing gay songs to the disconsolate.

Verse 21
"If thine enemy be hungry, give him bread to eat; And if he be thirsty, give him water to drink: For thou shalt heap coals of fire upon his head, And Jehovah will reward thee."
The teaching here is adopted almost word for word in Romans 12:20. "Heaping coals of fire upon the head of an enemy" is a metaphor referring to the pangs of conscience that an enemy will experience upon receiving such undeserved treatment.

Illustration: In our rural community, where this writer grew up, a married couple were experiencing serious problems. A preacher, serving as a counselor, asked the woman, "Have you tried heaping coals of fire upon his head"? She said, "No, but I tried a skillet of hot grease"!

Verse 23
"The north wind bringeth forth rain; So doth a backbiting tongue an angry countenance."
The versions reveal two different meanings of this. "The north wind drives away rain; so doth an angry countenance a backbiting tongue."[10] Here the angry countenance is that of one who hears the words of the backbiter. "The north wind brings forth rain; and a backbiting tongue, angry looks."[11] Here the angry looks are upon the face of the victim of the slander. The passage is true both ways.

Verse 24
"It is better to dwell in the corner of the housetop, Than with a contentious woman in a wide house."
This is practically the same proverb as Proverbs 21:9,19. See our comments there.

Verse 25
"As cold waters to a thirsty soul, So is good news from afar country."
In a sense, what is said here is true of any good news; but what is implied in this verse is that, "The extreme difficulty of getting news from a distant place (especially in ancient times) heightened and increased the refreshment that such good news gave."[12]
Verse 26
"As a troubled fountain and a corrupted spring, So is a righteous man that giveth way before the wicked."
"The yielding of the righteous man here is a reference to one who is forced to yield."[13] Just as a corrupted source of water for a community brings sorrow to them all, so the tragic overthrow of a righteous man is a heartache to the surrounding neighbors and friends.

Verse 27
"It is not good to eat much honey; So for men to search out their own glory is grievous."
"The Hebrew here is difficult (obscure); but the RSV has guessed at it."[14] "It is not good to eat much honey, so be sparing of complimentary words."[15]
Verse 28
"He whose spirit is without restraint Is like a city that is broken down and without walls."
This is a reference to self-control, or discipline. Without it, a person is as certain to be victimized and destroyed as was an ancient city without any defenses. The necessary self-control, without which there can be no such thing as a happy and productive life, is derived from parental discipline when one is a child. This accounts for the stress that the Book of Proverbs lays on that very thing.
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Verse 1
Proverbs 26:1
"As snow in summer, and as rain in harvest, So honor is not seemly for a fool."
In Proverbs 25:13, the cold of snow during harvest time was mentioned as a welcome blessing; but here snow in summer is considered as undesirable. Why? The cold of snow in Proverbs 25:13 was from snow stored up from the previous winter; here the reference is to a snowfall in summer. See comment under Proverbs 25:13.

Verse 2
"As the sparrow in her wandering, as the swallow in her flying, So the curse that is causeless alighteth not."
"The point of comparison here is the aimlessness of the birds' flight, or the uselessness of trying to catch them in their flight. So the causeless curse does not come; it spends itself in air and will not fall on the head on which it was invoked. A causeless curse is a curse uttered against one who does not deserve it."[1]
Verse 3
MORE PROVERBS REGARDING FOOLS
"A whip for the horse, a bridle for the ass, And a rod for the back of fools.
Answer not a fool according to his folly, Lest thou also be like unto him.

Answer a fool according to his folly, Lest he be wise in his own conceit.

He that sendeth a message by a fool cutteth off his own feet, and drinketh in damage.

The legs of the lame hang loose, So is a parable in the mouth of fools.

As one that bindeth a stone in a sling, So is he that giveth honor to a fool.

As a thorn that goeth up into the hand of a drunkard, So is a parable in the mouth of fools.

As an archer that woundeth all, So is he that hireth a fool and he that hireth them that pass by.

As a dog that returneth to his vomit, So is a fool that repeateth his folly.

Seest thou a man wise in his own conceit? There is more hope of a fool than of him."

Here we have a variation in Proverbs, a collection of verses regarding a single subject. The subject here is fools. Apparently Hezekiah's men, who sought out these proverbs from the writings of Solomon (Proverbs 25:1), decided to classify them!

This subject was apparently one of Solomon's favorites, We have already discussed this subject under the following verses: Proverbs 10:8,13,14,23; 12:1,8,15,23; 13:15,16; 14:6,7,8,15,16,18,24,33; 15:7,14,21; 17:10,12,24.[2] See our comments under those references. These verses are all in the same spirit of detestation of fools as are all the others.

Proverbs 26:4 and Proverbs 26:5 should not be viewed as a contradiction, but as a statement that one's answer to a fool should be governed by the circumstances, sometimes one way, sometimes another.

"Proverbs 25:13 presents the converse of Proverbs 26:6."[3] It is significant that the sentiment of these verses appears again and again in the New Testament. Peter quoted Proverbs 26:11a (2 Peter 2:22); and Paul quoted Proverbs 26:12a (Romans 12:16). The `fool' so often vigorously denounced in Proverbs should be identified as "wicked" rather than as a mental incompetent, as we have often pointed out. However, in this particular group of proverbs, Driver wrote that, "The folly described in these verses is intellectual."[4]
Verse 13
MORE PROVERBS REGARDING SLUGGARDS
"The sluggard saith there is a lion in the way; A lion is in the streets.
As the door turneth upon its hinges, So does the sluggard upon his bed.

The sluggard burieth his hand in the dish; It wearieth him to bring it again to his mouth.

The sluggard is wiser in his own conceit Than seven men that can render a reason."

"A lion is in the streets" (Proverbs 26:13). See our comment under Proverbs 22:13.

"As the door turneth upon its hinges" (Proverbs 26:14). "Just as the door moves on its hinges, but does not go anywhere, the sluggard turns over and over in his bed but does not get out of it and go anywhere to do any work."[5] See the comments under Proverbs 6:9,10, and under Proverbs 24:33.

Proverbs 26:15 is practically identical with Proverbs 19:24. See the comments there.

The meaning of Proverbs 26:16 is that, "The idle fool sets more value upon his own opinion than that of any number of wise men."[6]
We have already had many proverbs about the slothful or sluggards. See comments under: "Proverbs 6:6-11; 10:26; 11:16; 14:4; 15:19; 18:9; 19:15; 24:30-34; 31:27."[7] We are indebted to Tate for this list.

Verse 17
"He that passeth by, and vexes himself with strife not belonging to him, Is like someone that taketh a dog by the ears."
There is no Christian virtue any higher than that of refraining from meddling with other men's quarrels. If one wonders what it is like to take a dog by the ears, he should try it once. He will never try it again! It is the sure way to be bitten by the dog. There might be an exception to this in a small lap dog; but, "The dog in Palestine was not a domesticated animal; and to seize any dog was dangerous."[8]
Verse 18
"As a madman who casteth firebrands, Arrows, and death, So is the man that deceiveth his neighbor, And saith, am I not in jest?"
These verses expose the folly of deception as a form of entertainment. "The man who deceives his neighbor and then tries to pass it off as a joke, is like a madman, with no concern for the deadly consequences of his actions."[9]
Verse 20
"For lack of wood the fire goeth out; And where there is no whisperer contention ceaseth. As coals are to hot embers, and wood is to fire, So is a contentious man to inflame strife. The words of a whisperer are as dainty morsels, And they go down into the innermost parts."
Malicious gossip is the subject here. Many a dangerous quarrel has been fed and encouraged by talebearers and gossips who, as we might say, added fuel to the fire.

Proverbs 26:22 here is identical with Proverbs 18:8. See the comment there.

The last six verses of this chapter are labeled, "Hypocritical Words."[10] All of them deal with false and deceitful speech.

Verse 23
"Fervent lips and a wicked heart Are like an earthen vessel overlaid with silver dross.

He that hateth dissembleth with his lips; But he layeth up deceit within him:
When he speaketh fair, believe him not; For there are seven abominations in his heart.

Though his hatred cover itself with guile, His wickedness shall be openly showed before the assembly.

Whoso diggeth a pit shall fall therein; And he that rolleth a stone, it shall return upon him.

A lying tongue hateth them whom it hath wounded; And a flattering mouth worketh ruin."

"Fervent lips" (Proverbs 26:23). "Lips glorying with affection, uttering warm words of love."[11] Walls referred to Proverbs 26:17-28 here as, "A book of scoundrels";[12] and that is certainly what it is. Proverbs 26:24 speaks of the man who hates another, but flatters him with a view to finding some way to destroy him.

"Whoso diggeth a pit shall fall therein" (Proverbs 26:27). Haman who erected a gallows upon which he intended to hang Mordecai is the classical example of how true this proverb is. Haman himself was hanged on that gallows.

"He that rolleth a stone ... etc." (Proverbs 26:27). In ancient warfare heavy stones were rolled to the top of some eminence, where they could be released to cause damage or destruction to some attacker. Such a trap, set for others could also, under some change of circumstance, destroy the one that set it.

Proverbs 26:28 says that, "The lying tongue hates its victim"; and this pinpoints a strange perversity of human nature. One should avoid loaning money to friends; because, true to what is indicated here, the friend, if unable or unwilling to pay back the loan, invariably becomes an enemy of the man that befriended him. From this is a proverb that came not from Solomon. Loan money to a friend; and you will lose both the money and the friend. Of course, it doesn't always turn out that way.
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Verse 1
Proverbs 27:1
"Boast not thyself of tomorrow; For thou knowest not what a day may bring forth."
This is another proverb that receives emphasis in the New Testament (James 4:13ff). See our comment there.

Verse 2
"Let another man praise thee, and not thine own mouth; A stranger, and not thine own lips."
A brief translation is: "Never praise yourself; let other people do it"![1] It would be difficult to compress more wisdom into fewer words.

Verse 3
"A stone is heavy, and the sand weighty; But a fool's vexation is heavier than them both."
The fools vexation here does not refer to his discomfiture but to that which he causes. "Stone is a burden and sand a dead weight, but to be vexed by a fool is more burdensome than either."[2]
Verse 4
"Wrath is cruel, and anger is overwhelming; But who is able to stand before jealousy?"
The thought here is that, of all hostility, jealousy is the worst. Proverbs 6:34 emphasizes the same truth. See our comment there.

Verse 5
"Better is open rebuke Than love that is hidden."
The love that is here made inferior to open rebuke is that, which in the presence of a situation that requires rebuke, "Manifests itself by no rebuking word, and is therefore morally useless."[3] A slight change in the text would give, "a love that conceals," "That does not tell the friend his faults."[4] Toy suggested that emendation. James Moffatt rendered it thus: "Better a frank word of reproof than a love that will not speak."[5]
Verse 6
"Faithful are the wounds of a friend; But the kisses of an enemy are profuse."
"Wounds from a friend are honest, but an enemy's kisses are false."[6]
Verse 7
"The full soul loatheth a honeycomb; But to the hungry soul, every bitter thing is sweet."
Cook pointed out that the teaching here is using a physical fact regarding bodily hunger as a metaphor of the higher truth that, "Indulgence of pleasure of any kind brings on satiety and weariness, but that self-restraint multiples the enjoyment."[7]
Verse 8
"As a bird that wandereth from her nest, So is a man that wandereth from his place."
This speaks of the inherent, instinctive desire for men to remain at home. In our current culture, finding a new home is not nearly as difficult as it was in ancient times; but in those earlier periods, changing one's residence was fraught with all kinds of dangers and hardships. When God pronounced his judgment against Cain for the murder of Abel, Cain complained that, "My punishment is greater than I can bear ... I shall be a fugitive and a wanderer in the earth." (Genesis 4:12f). "Like a bird that strays from its nest is the man who strays from home."[8]
Verse 9
"Oil and perfume rejoice the heart; So doth the sweetness of a man's friend that cometh of hearty counsel."
The first line here describes a physical pleasure which is presumably the illustration of a spiritual joy to be related in the second line; but the Hebrew text of the O.T. for the second line is unintelligible."[9] The rendition in our versions is as good as any, but there are others. "But the soul is torn by trouble."[10] "The soul is broken by calamities."[11] "But trouble shatters your peace of mind."[12] These several renditions of the second line here are obviously all influenced by the LXX.

Verse 10
"Thine own friend, and thy father's friend, forsake not; And go not to thy brother's house in the day of thy calamity. Better is a neighbor that is near than a brother that is far off."
Two other proverbs are concerned with the admonition we have here. They are Proverbs 17:17 and Proverbs 18:24. Also Proverbs 19:7 explains how it is that brothers may hate each other. See our comments on those proverbs. What is related here is a sad fact that brothers (or sisters) may sometimes be quite unwilling to aid each other in times of misfortune or distress. Cook revised the proverb here as follows: "Better is the neighbor who is really `near' in heart and spirit than a brother who is `near' by blood but 'far off in brotherly feeling."[13]
Verse 11
"My son, be wise, and make my heart glad, That I may answer him that reproacheth me."
The speaker is the youth's father, his teacher, or some friend. The reproach (2nd line) probably refers to some real or contemplated misdemeanor by the youth. "The speaker is concerned for the youth's career, and desires that he may so conduct himself as to furnish a triumphant answer to all assailants."[14]
Verse 12
"A prudent man seeth evil and hideth himself; But the simple pass on and suffer for it. Take his garment that is surety for a stranger; And hold him in pledge that is surety for a foreign woman."
Proverbs 27:12 is the equivalent of Proverbs 22:3, and Proverbs 27:13 is the same as Proverbs 20:16. See comments there.

Verse 14
"He that blesseth his friend with a loud voice, rising early in the morning, It shall be counted a curse to him."
Some uncertainty as to the exact meaning of this gives us alternative interpretations. (1) It is a rebuke of loud-mouth adulation, to which the public will ascribe evil intent on the part of the flatterer. (2) A loud-mouth blessing will call down the wrath of God, who shall consider it a curse. (Alternate interpretations by Toy).[15] Our own view of the passage is that any inconsiderate, loud-mouthed communication from a neighbor before daylight in the morning would be viewed by the recipient as rude and inappropriate, even if the words were flattering.

Verse 15
"A continual dropping in a very rainy day And a contentious woman are alike: He that would restrain her restraineth the wind; And his right hand encountereth oil."
The last line here is not clear; but some of the translations change it: "As well try to pick up oil in one's fingers."[16] "It is like trying to grab oil with your hand."[17] "To restrain her ... is to grasp oil in one's right hand."[18] One translator did the whole 16th verse over: "The north wind is a harsh wind, but it has an auspicious name."[19] James Moffatt evidently followed the Septuagint here. It reads: "The north wind is sharp, but it is called by name propitious."[20] On Proverbs 27:16, the KJV has this: "Whosoever hideth her hideth the wind, and the ointment of his right hand, which bewrayeth itself."[21] We hope we will be forgiven for the observation that, "The translators have evidently done a lot of guessing here"!

Verse 17
"Iron sharpeneth iron; So a man sharpeneth the countenance of his friend."
Based upon the truism that a friend would not sharpen the features of another's face, is the following: "As one iron implement is sharpened by another, so a man sharpens the perception of his companion."[22] However, would not the joy over the arrival of a friend actually change the appearance of a companion's face, wreathing it in smiles?

Verse 18
"Whoso keepeth the fig-tree shall eat the fruit thereof; And he that regardeth the master shall be honored."
Paul evidently had this in mind (2 Timothy 2:6). The comparison here seems to be: "Just as the fig-tree requires constant care, but also yields abundant fruit, so the ministrations of a faithful servant will not be without their due reward."[23]
Verse 19
"As in water face answereth face, So the heart of man to man."
This is a wonderful axiom indeed. Still water serves as a mirror for one looking into it, reflecting one's very likeness. The same thing is true in human relationships.

A grouchy, evil-spirited person evokes the same attitude in everyone he confronts; and the same is true of a happy and cheerful person.

Verse 20
"Sheol and Abaddon are never satisfied; And the eyes of man are never satisfied."
"Sheol and Abaddon ... etc." (Proverbs 27:20). Harris rendered this, "Hell and destruction are insatiable."[24] Sheol, however, is best understood as a name for "the realm of the dead." It is the equivalent of "Hades." Death itself is never satisfied. We encountered this same pair of names in Proverbs 15:11.

DeHoff applied the second line here to the lusts and appetites of the body. "Gambling is a growing vice. One drink of alcoholic beverage calls for another, and another, etc. Committing adultery, `just this one time' never works out that way."[25]
Verse 21
"The refining-pot for silver, and the furnace for gold; And a man is tried by his praise."
This verse is very similar to Proverbs 17:3, with this difference: there Jehovah is the tester of men, and here it is the public, or the community. Toy rendered the passage, "The crucible for silver and the furnace for gold, and a man is to be estimated according to his reputation."[26]
Verse 22
"Though thou shouldest bray a fool in a mortar with a pestle along with bruised grain, Yet will not his foolishness depart from him."
"This is a picturesque and forcible way of saying that a fool's folly is his nature."[27]
Verse 23
SHORT TREATISE ON ANIMAL HUSBANDRY
"Be thou diligent to know the state of thy flocks, And look well to thy herds:
For riches are not forever; And doth the crown endure unto all generations?

The hay is carried, and the tender grass showeth itself, And the herbs of the mountains are gathered in.

The lambs are for thy clothing, And the goats are the price of the field;

And there will be goats' milk enough for thy food, the food of thy household, And maintenance for thy maidens."

The purpose of this passage is to emphasize and glorify the type of lifestyle that prevailed in early Israelite history. The wealth of Job, it will be remembered, was in the numbers of his flocks, herds and domesticated animals. In later Jewish history, vineyards, olive yards, and orchards were stressed; but in the patriarchal period, animal husbandry was the source of Israel's livelihood and of their wealth.

"The hay is carried" (Proverbs 27:25). This means it was carried to the barn.

Agriculture is still the means by which mankind is able to live. "The king is fed from the field."

Kidner called this passage "A Pastoral Symphony"; and his words supply an appropriate close for this chapter:

"This scene is not designed to make farmers of everybody, but to show the interplay between man's labor and the nurture of God, which a sophisticated society neglects at its mortal peril. It recalls the reader from the scramble for money and position (Proverbs 27:24) to the satisfaction of doing a worthwhile job well (Proverbs 27:23), and to a recognition of the rhythm (Proverbs 27:25) and sufficiency (Proverbs 27:26-27) of God's care."[28]
Illustration: The Ukraine was once the granary of the continent of Europe; but when its efficient farmers rebelled against the stupid regulations of the Communist overlords, Stalin murdered millions of them; and the Communists were never afterward able to feed themselves, which necessitated their annual purchase of 200,000,000 metric tons of wheat from the United States. This destroyed Communism.

28 Chapter 28 

Verse 1
Proverbs 28:1
"The wicked flee when no man pursueth; But the righteous are bold as a lion."
"Many of the proverbs in Proverbs 18-29 remind us of those in the 2major section of Proverbs (Proverbs 10:1-22:16), with their frequent contrasts of good and evil."[1] In this verse the contrast is between a criminal whose guilty conscience compels him to flee and a righteous person who feels no such compulsion. "A rogue runs away when no one is chasing him, but just men are braver than lions."[2]
Verse 2
"For the transgressions of a land many are the princes thereof, But by men of understanding and knowledge the state thereof shall be prolonged."
"The text in the second line is very uncertain, and many renderings are possible."[3] What is said here was, in later times, illustrated in the history of Israel, The sin of Northern Israel resulted in their having many kings whose brief reigns followed in succession rapidly, whereas Judah's righteousness (in a relative sense, of course) enjoyed a far more stable government. The idea is: "When a land transgresses, it has many rulers; but with men of understanding and knowledge, its stability will long continue."[4]
Verse 3
"A needy man that oppresseth the poor Is like a sweeping rain that leaveth no food."
Scholars admit that this is a fair rendition of the Hebrew text;[5] but what is said here does not correspond with certain facts. Throughout the Old Testament, a poor man is nowhere presented as an oppressor of the poor; and furthermore it could not add to the distress of the poor that the oppressor was one of their own class. This has led to some various renditions. "A wicked ruler who oppresses the poor is a beating rain that leaves no food."[6] "A tyrant oppressing the poor is like a flood that leaves no food."[7] If the standard renditions are followed, we might cite Abimelech the son of Gideon as the type of "poor man" oppressor intended by the Hebrew text.

Verse 4
"They that forsake the law praise the wicked; But such as keep the law contend with them."
The mention of the law of Moses here is another example of the truth that every book of the Old Testament after the Pentateuch is written in the shadow of the Five Books of Moses. There is no ground whatever in this for referring the authorship of Proverbs to the Greek period, as Toy thought;[8] because there were many other periods in Jewish history when they, in the general sense, forsook the law of Moses. In fact, the first generation following the death of Joshua and his contemporaries is just as good as any other example of Israel's apostasy. There were literally dozens of them.

Verse 5
"Evil men understand not justice; But they that seek Jehovah understand all things."
Another reading for justice here is "religion."[9] What this proverb says is that, "It is only through the Divine Law that either justice or right (righteousness in general) can be known."[10] As Kidner noted, all of this is spelled out in detail in Romans 1:18-32.[11]
Verse 6
"Better is the poor man that walketh in his integrity, Than he that is perverse in his ways, though he be rich."
This is a variation of Proverbs 19:1. There the righteous poor man is better than a fool; here he is better than a wealthy wicked man. It's true both ways. See the note there.

Verse 7
"Whoso keepeth the law is a wise son, But he that is a companion of gluttons shameth his father."
"Again, the Law here is the Torah (the Pentateuch) and seems also to include the directions and commandments of one's father. An obedient and prudent son brings joy and honor to his father (Proverbs 10:1; 29:3). The son who herds with debauchers, and wastes his substance in riotous living brings shame and insults upon his father."[12]
Deane recommended the Septuagint here: "A wise son keeps the law, but a son that keeps up debauchery dishonors his father."[13]
Verse 8
"He that augmenteth his substance by interest and increase, Gathereth for him that hath pity of the poor."
Usury, defined as excessive interest, was based upon a percentage of money loaned required to be paid in addition to the principal; `increase' referred to such agreements in which grain and other products were loaned, contingent upon the lender being repaid with an "increase in kind." Borrow three bushels, pay back four!

This proverb states that unscrupulous loan sharks who amassed fortunes by such tactics were merely gathering up wealth that a successor would distribute to the poor. Although this must have happened in certain cases, the passage should be viewed as the way God intended it to be, rather than as the way things generally occurred.

Verse 9
"He that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, Even his prayer is an abomination."
Hearing the law (here) is not a reference merely to hearing it read. It means "accepting and obeying the law." If a man is disobedient to God, even his prayer is an abomination to God. The same thing is said of the wicked man's sacrifice (Proverbs 15:1), and even of his very thoughts (Proverbs 15:26). That God indeed refuses to hear some prayers is mentioned by Isaiah (Isaiah 1:15).

Verse 10
"Whoso causeth the upright to go astray in an evil way, He shall fall himself into his own pit; But the perfect shall inherit good."
"He who tempts the upright to evil courses will himself fall into the pit which he has dug."[14]; Proverbs 26:27 has this same thought. See the comment there.

Verse 11
"The rich man is wise in his own conceit; But the poor that hath understanding searcheth him out."
"Poor men know what rich men really are. The rich may fool themselves into thinking they are really wise and good; but poor people see through the masks to their true worth."[15] Toy's rendition of the second line: "But an intelligent man will probe him thoroughly."[16]
Verse 12
"When the righteous triumph, there is great glory; But when the wicked rise, men hide themselves."
The meaning here is obvious; and most of the translations and versions show very little variation. There is a glimpse here of the terrible sorrow and suffering that come to mankind, because occasionally wicked men gain the ascendancy in power, wealth, government, etc. It is always a sad day for humanity when an evil man procures great authority. Joseph Stalin, for example is credited with murdering over thirty million people!

Verse 13
"He that covereth his transgressions shall not prosper; But whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall obtain mercy."
This admonition should not be construed as teaching any such thing as "auricular confession" after the manner of the Roman church. Christians are not commanded to confess to any kind of prelate, or representative of any church. We are commanded to confess our sins "one to another" (James 5:16); and that is a mutual affair. Also it is said that every tongue shall "Confess to God" (Romans 14:11; 15:9).

Verse 14
"Happy is the man that feareth alway; But he that hardeneth his heart shall fall into mischief."
"Happy is the man who lives in fear of sin: reckless men come to grief."[17]
Verse 15
"As a roaring lion, and a ranging bear, So is a wicked ruler over a poor people."
Israel had their wicked rulers such as Ahab, Manasseh and many others; but the current century has seen a parade of evil rulers just as wicked and far more powerful; and any people with such a ruler is a "poor" people.

Verse 16
"The prince that lacketh understanding is also a great oppressor; But he that hateth covetousness shall prolong his days."
The antithesis in the second line carries the implication that the oppressive prince or "ruler"[18] is a covetous person greedy for wealth. There is also the implication that, "Such a ruler will not be tolerated very long."[19] Covetousness is idolatry (Colossians 3:5). "Neither the possession of wealth nor the acquisition of it is sinful, but the eager haste of covetousness."[20]
Verse 17
"A man that is laden with the blood of any person Shall flee unto the pit; let no man stay him."
"If a man is burdened with the blood of another, let him be a fugitive until death; let no one help him."[21] This version is better because it makes it clear that it is a sin to aid murderers fleeing to avoid punishment for their crime.

Verse 18
"Whoso walketh uprightly shall be delivered; But he that is perverse in his ways shall fall at once."
Another rendition: "A man of blameless life is safe: pitfalls bring down the man of crooked courses."[22] "Time and chance happeneth unto all men" (Ecclesiastes 9:11); but it is still true that the righteous man enjoys a security even in the present life that is infinitely greater than that of the evil man.

Verse 19
"He that tilleth his land shall have plenty of bread; But he that followeth after vain persons shall have poverty enough."
This proverb is practically the same as Proverbs 12:11. See the comment there.

Verse 20
"A faithful man shall abound with blessings; But he that maketh haste to be rich shall not be unpunished."
Paul admonished Christians in the strongest language against striving to be rich (1 Timothy 6:6-10). The lifestyle that is most compatible with the hope of receiving at last the crown of life that never fades away is one that stresses industry, contentment, kindness and a genuine concern for the welfare of others as well as that of one's own family.

Verse 21
"To have respect of persons is not good; Neither that a man should transgress for a piece of bread."
"The first line here is also found in Proverbs 24:23, referring there, as it does here, to the administration of justice."[23] See our comments there. "Some renditions here give the thought that a judge given to favoritism will swerve from the right decision upon the very smallest of temptations, `a crust of bread.'"[24] Kidner warned that, with regard to favoritism, "The preacher is just as vulnerable as the judge."[25]
Verse 22
"He that hath an evil eye hasteth after riches, And knowest not that want shall come upon him."
The headlines in today's Houston Post (June 27,1993) reveal that hundreds of millions of dollars have been lost to local investors in the collapse of a real estate empire promoted by a woman named Rodriguez. The district attorney's office named `greed' as the motivation of the investors. They lost it all! The ancient proverbs are still true.

Verse 23
"He that rebuketh a man shall afterward find more favor Than he that flattereth with the tongue."
The scholars tell us that there's difficulty in the Hebrew with the word `afterward'; and the same is true as it stands in our version. If the first line is rearranged to read, "He that rebuketh a man afterward shall find more favor," then it might mean that the `afterward' would refer to misdemeanor; but as it is the word appplies to the time when the one who rebuked will find more favor.

To rebuke one who deserves it is a courageous thing to do, and only one's true friend will do it. (See James 5:19). "The true friend says harsh things, but they are wholesome words that may lead to spiritual growth, and they show more real affection than the soft and flattering words of the fawning parasite."[26] Deane favored this rendition: "He that reproves a man's ways shall have more favor than he that flatters with the tongue."[27]
Verse 24
"Whoso robbeth his father or his mother, and saith, It is no transgression, The same is the companion of a destroyer."
The background of this, as suggested by Cook,[28] seems to be that very kind of "robbing" one's parents that Jesus condemned in Mark 7:10-13. The fact that some robber of his parents might have the gall to say, "It is no transgression" points squarely at that Corban device invented by the Pharisees. This proverb places that class of robbery in the same category as "Open lawless robbery,"[29] effected by use of a deadly weapon.

Verse 25
"He that is of a greedy spirit stirreth up strife: But he that putteth his trust in Jehovah shall be made fat."
The ancient view of many `wise men' was simple. "Be good, get rich; be bad and you'll be poor." This widely accepted philosophy was vigorously advocated by Job's `comforters,' namely, Eliphaz, Bildad, Zophar and Elihu. The philosophy was defective in that it made no allowance for exceptions. Nevertheless, there were some residual elements of truth in it. We should understand this proverb in the light that shines on it from the Book of Job. See our comments there.

Verse 26
"He that trusteth in his own heart is a fool; But whoso walketh wisely, he shall be delivered."
He shall be delivered (2nd line). This means that, "He shall be saved."[30] Therefore, walking wisely means following the sacred instructions in the Bible. For Christians, especially those in the New Testament.

Verse 27
"He that giveth unto the poor shall not lack; But he that hideth his eyes shall have many a curse."
The sentiment of the first line here is reiterated in the New Testament (2 Corinthians 9:6-11). God today blesses liberal and generous Christians. The reference to `curses' in line 2 reflects the extreme bitterness of poor people who are suffering for lack of the bare necessities of life, which are denied to them by people wallowing in affluence and luxury.

Verse 28
"When the wicked rise, men hide themselves; But when they perish, the righteous increase."
We have already reviewed two companion verses: this one in Proverbs 28:12, above, and in Proverbs 11:10. We shall also have it again in Proverbs 29:2. Nothing can be a source of more apprehension and dread for a community than the ascendancy of wicked people to positions of power and authority. Delitzsch gave this rendition: "When the godless rise up, men hide themselves; and when they perish the righteous increase."[31] When the wicked are removed from such eminence, we might also add that the people rejoice (Proverbs 29:2). They come out of their hiding places and have great glory (Proverbs 28:12). The inherent sorrow, distress, violence and oppression of evil appears not only in the sorrow of certain communities but in the tragic status of all mankind. Our sinning shameful race, in rebellion against their Creator, is on a collision course with disaster, which shall occur on that day described in Revelation 6:12-17.

29 Chapter 29 

Verse 1
Proverbs 29:1
"He that being often reproved hardeneth his neck Shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy."
Often, hard-headed stubbornness is the reason behind the termination of one's employment, or for his confrontations with others, which are potentially violent or even fatal. Our proverb, however, deals with one's spiritual growth. It is the failure to heed the reproof and gentle instruction founded upon God's Word that can damage and even destroy the soul. Proverbs 13:18 and Proverbs 15:10 also warn against the man who hates reproof.

Verse 2
"When the righteous increase, the people rejoice; But when a wicked man beareth rule, the people sigh."
See discussion of this and related proverbs under Proverbs 28:28.

Verse 3
"Whoso loveth wisdom rejoiceth his father; But he that keepeth company with harlots wasteth his substance."
This proverb is only a slight variation from at least a dozen others that stress the same truth. "Licentiousness is put as the opposite of wisdom in Proverbs 2:10,16; 5:1-3; 6:23-24; 9:1,13. Additionally, the first line is found in Proverbs 10:1; 23:13,24; 27:11; and line two is similar to Proverbs 5:9-10."[1]
Verse 4
"The king by justice establisheth the land; But he that exacteth gifts overthroweth it."
A policy of excessive taxation has usually been the primary cause of every fallen government in the history of the world. "A king by justice gives stability to a land, but he whose exactions are excessive ruins it."[2] This rendition is applicable, not merely to excessive taxation, but to bribery by the `exaction of gifts.' "By justice a king gives stability to the land, but one who exacts gifts ruins it."[3]
Verse 5
"A man that flattereth his neighbor, Spreadeth a net for his steps."
"One who flatters another seeks to deceive and usually has an ulterior motive."[4] One should always be suspicious of fulsome praise.

Verse 6
"In the transgression of an evil man there is a snare; But the righteous doth sing and rejoice."
"The snare is that the sinner is caught and held fast by his sin. It becomes a habit which he is unwilling or unable to break."[5] The contrast here is not very obvious. "It means (1) either that the good man has a peaceful conscience free of the snare of sin, or (2) that, although the righteous man has also sinned, he has repented; God has forgiven him, and therefore he sings."[6]
Verse 7
"The righteous taketh knowledge of the cause of the poor; The wicked hath not understanding to know it."
"The righteous man is concerned for the cause of the helpless, but the wicked understand no such concern."[7] There is no test that separates the wicked from the righteous as effectively as this one. The Christ himself said, "Blessed are ye poor"; and to ignore the rights and necessities of the poor, in all dispensations of God's love, is the invariable hallmark of the wicked.

Verse 8
"Scoffers set a city in a flame; But wise men turn away wrath."
"Unscrupulous men kindle strife in a city; the sensible discourage party-spirit."[8] "Insolent men set the city in an uproar, but wise men assuage popular anger."[9] These three renditions give us three synonyms for the evil man in line one: "scoffers, unscrupulous, and insolent."

Verse 9
"If a wise man hath a controversy with a foolish man, Whether he be angry or laugh, there will be no rest."
"The subject of the second line is uncertain; but the proverb seems to be a warning against a wise man's going to law with a fool."[10] "When an intelligent man brings a lawsuit against a fool, the fool only laughs and becomes loud and abusive."[11] "If a wise man has an argument with a fool, the fool only rages and laughs, and there is no quiet."[12] The RSV is superior here.

Verse 10
"The bloodthirsty hate him that is perfect; And as for the upright, they seek his life."
The inherent antagonism between good men and bad men, between righteousness and wickedness, between God and sin appears here. "And Cain who was of the evil one slew his brother; and wherefore slew he him? because his works were evil and his brother's righteous" (1 John 3:12). The very goodness of righteous, God-fearing people is more than sufficient grounds for the murderous hatred of them by wicked people.

Verse 11
"A fool uttereth all his anger; But a wise man keepeth it back and stilleth it."
The KJV has this: "A fool uttereth all his mind: but a wise man keepeth it in till afterward."[13] "This indicates that a wise man restrains his anger till he can give it proper vent."[14] "Stupid people express their anger openly, but sensible people are patient and hold it back."[15] We like this because it means that righteous people overcome their anger.

Verse 12
"If a ruler hearkeneth to falsehood, All his servants are wicked."
"If a ruler listens to lies, then all his servants will be evil."[16] "If a ruler listens to lies, then all his servants become depraved."[17] As these renditions stand, they seem to say that a king's listening to falsehoods would somehow make his servants evil. Toy commented that, "The courtiers adjust themselves to the prince."[18] We cannot find any support in any of the versions or commentators for our feeling that something else is meant here. "If a king, or any other man in authority, can be moved by false reports that he heeds, then false reports will be lodged against all his servants by evil men seeking to replace them." If a king believes falsehoods, he will soon have no confidence in any of his servants!

Verse 13
"The poor man and the oppressor meet together; Jehovah lighteneth the eyes of them both."
Cook rendered "oppressor" here as "usurer,"[19] and the last line as, "God bestows his light equally on both." This, of course, is the equivalent of, "God maketh his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sendeth rain on the just and the unjust" (Matthew 5:45).

Verse 14
"The king that faithfully judgeth the poor, His throne shall be established forever."
Proverbs 16:12 and Proverbs 25:12 are similar. Throughout Proverbs, it is taught that, "The perpetual duration of a dynasty depends not upon intellectual or physical superiority, but upon moral character."[20]
Verse 15
"The rod and reproof give wisdom; But a child left to himself causeth shame to his mother."
Proverbs 13:24 and Proverbs 23:13 also deal with discipline for children. See comments under similar proverbs. In several other disciplinary instructions, the undisciplined son is said to cause shame, grief, etc. to his father; and the wise or well-disciplined son is said to bring joy to his father. See Proverbs 17:21 and Proverbs 23:24-25. Toy noted that, "The mother might have been mentioned here (1) because she is charged with the principal duty of rearing the child, or (2) merely for rhetorical purposes."[21] Really, what is said of either parent, in this connection, is certainly true of both.

Verse 16
"When the wicked are increased, transgression increaseth; But the righteous shall look upon their fall."
Other proverbs in the same vein of thought are: Proverbs 11:10-11; 28:12,28; and Proverbs 29:2, above. See comments under those references. "Here the proverb carries the theme further than the other passages by its closing assurance."[22]
Verse 17
"Correct thy son, and he will give thee rest; Yea, he will give delight unto thy soul."
See my discussion of discipline under Proverbs 29:15.

Verse 18
"Where there is no vision, the people cast off restraint; But he that keepeth the law, happy is he."
Both the American Standard Version and the RSV butchered this beautiful verse, neither of them approaching the grandeur of the KJV. "Where there is no vision, the people perish."[23]
Verse 19
"A servant will not be corrected by words; For though he understand, he will not give heed."
"The servant mentioned here is a slave whose obedience is reluctant."[24] Such a person will deliberately refuse to be properly instructed.

Verse 20
"Seest thou a man that is hasty in his words? There is more hope of a fool than of him."
This is the same as Proverbs 26:12, except there it is the man "who is wise in his own conceit" who is more hopeless than a fool. Here it is the man who is hasty in his words.

Verse 21
"He that delicately bringeth up a servant from a child Shall have him become a son at the last."
"We really do not know the significance of the word rendered `a son' (or `an heir' in the margin), and so this verse is obscure."[25]
Verse 22
"An angry man stirreth up strife, And a wrathful man aboundeth in transgression."
We have already discussed the issues presented here under Proverbs 15:18 and Proverbs 22:24.

Verse 23
"A man's pride shall bring him low; But he that is of a lowly spirit shall obtain honor."
We have exactly the same admonition here that is found in Proverbs 11:2; 16:18-19. See comment there. Pride, insolence, arrogance and similar evil and `superior' attitudes toward others are vigorously condemned throughout Proverbs.

Verse 24
"Whoso is partner with a thief hateth his own soul; He heareth the adjuration and uttereth nothing."
"The background of this appears to be the situation described in Leviticus 5:1. A curse is pronounced upon an unknown thief, which is heard by one of the thief's associates. However, the associate does not reveal what he knows; and so he bears the full brunt of the curse, as well as the thief. Such a man, `hates his own soul.' The crime is bad enough, but the failure to confess is suicidal."[26] The mention of the word `adjuration,' here, "Is probably a reference to an oath in court, thus adding perjury to dishonesty."[27]
Verse 25
"The fear of man bringeth a snare; But whoso putteth his trust in Jehovah shall be safe."
We may paraphrase this thus: "Fear man; fall into a trap; fear God; receive eternal life." Trusting in the Lord and fearing God are one and the same thing. Christ himself dealt with this. "And I say unto you, my friends, Be not afraid of them that kill the body, and after that have no more that they can do. But I will warn you whom ye shall fear: Fear him, who after he hath killed hath power to cast into hell. Yea, I say unto you, Fear him" (Luke 12:4-5).

Verse 26
"Many seek the ruler's favor; But a man's judgment cometh from Jehovah."
"Many seek the favor of a ruler, but from the Lord a man gets justice."[28] "Many seek the presence of a ruler; but only from the Lord may one expect justice."[29] The weakness and corruption of all human systems of jurisprudence are suggested by this.

Verse 27
"An unjust man is an abomination to the righteous, But he that is upright in the way is an abomination to the wicked."
Again, as in Proverbs 29:10, above, we have a statement of the eternal antagonism between good and evil. We like the way the Anchor Bible rendered it: "A depraved man is abominable to the just, as an honest man is abominable to the wicked one."[30]
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Verse 1
IV. THE LAST TWO CHAPTERS
"These final two chapters are remarkably different from the rest of the book."[1] This chapter is composed of six paragraphs which in Proverbs 30:1 seem to be ascribed to Agur, about whom we have no information. The final chapter is ascribed to Lemuel king of Masa; but nothing is known either of Lemuel, or of any country known as Masa. Some Jewish and Christian expositors have identified Agur with Solomon; but to this writer it appears to be impossible that David was ever known as Jakeh (Proverbs 30:1).

Toy subdivided the chapter as follows: "Title (Proverbs 30:1a). the words of Agur (Proverbs 30:1b-4), an exhortation to trust God (Proverbs 30:5-6), a prayer (Proverbs 30:7-9), an isolated maxim (Proverbs 30:10), a series of tetrads (Proverbs 30:11-31), and a sextet on pride and anger (Proverbs 30:32-33)."[2]
THE TITLE
Proverbs 30:1a

"The words of Agur the son of Jakeh; the oracle."
Of either one of the proper names here, nothing is known; and in the LXX, no proper names at all appear here. One man's guess is as good as another's. "Some scholars argue that the words here rendered as proper names are not names at all but an Aramaic phrase."[3] It is true that there are a number of Aramaisms in this chapter; and earlier scholars like Toy dated the chapter in the second century B.C.; but the theory that the presence of Aramaisms signifies a late date has been completely exploded. (See our thorough discussion of this subject in Vol. 1 of our Minor Prophets series of commentaries, in the treatise on Jonah.)

It is not known whether "the words of Agur" may be understood as applicable to the whole chapter, or as limited to this first paragraph.

"The oracle here is the proper translation of the Hebrew; and it emphasizes the authority of what follows. The RSV and others (by an emendation) translate the word as Masa."[4] We are extremely suspicious of most of the emendations that scholars presume to make in the Hebrew text.

Proverbs 30:1-4
THE SON OF GOD MENTIONED
"The man saith unto Ithiel, unto Ithiel and Ucal:
Surely I am more brutish than any man, And have not the understanding of a man;

And I have not learned wisdom, Neither have I the knowledge of the Holy One.

Who hath ascended up into heaven, and descended? Who hath gathered the wind in his fists? Who hath bound the waters in his garment? Who hath established all the ends of the earth? What is his name, and what is his son's name, if thou knowest?"

"Ithiel and Ucal" (Proverbs 30:1) We are just as much in the dark about these two names as we are of those in Proverbs 30:1b. In fact, the Hebrew text here (depending upon the vocalization of the Hebrew consonants) is also legitimately translated: "I have wearied myself, O God, I have wearied myself, O God, and come to an end."[5] This rendition, of course, fits the context much better than the other one.

The outstanding feature of this paragraph is the marvelous humility of the writer. His confession of almost infinite ignorance in those areas which most deeply concern humanity is a beautiful contrast indeed with the colossal conceit and arrogance which are the twin badges of our mortality. "In his own way, he affirms that reverence is the beginning of knowledge (1 Corinthians 8:2)."[6]
This whole paragraph is in the same line of thought with Job 38:1-10; and the answer that thunders in our ears at the end of each of these six questions is, "No man"! The writer is speaking of the Holy One (and he used the plural [~'Elohiym] for God).

"Who is his Son?" (Proverbs 30:4). This is the highlight of the paragraph, and we have taken the liberty of capitalizing the word Son, which is an evident reference to the Mediator. "The writer would not have dared to ask a question like this if he had believed God to be an abstract unity rather than a compound unity."[7] Delitzsch interprets the passage, "As a reference to the Mediator in creation, revealed at last as God's son."[8] "Greenstone denies that the passage refers to the [@Logos], but offers no positive alternative to explain the passage."[9] "Ewald also found here the idea of the [@Logos], as the first-born Son of God; and J. D. Michaelis felt himself constrained to recognize here the New Testament doctrine of the Son of God announcing itself from afar. And why may not this be possible?"[10]
Verse 5
AN EXHORTATION TO TRUST GOD
"Every Word of God is tried:
He is a shield to them that take refuge in him.

Add thou not unto his words,

Lest he reprove thee, and thou be found a liar."

"All of the revelation of God is free from error. As originally given, the Bible was free of any error. The alleged mistakes, errors, etc. in ancient manuscripts are insignificant. They do not affect even one percent of the text";[11] and they are of no more consequence than a flyspeck on the Washington Monument!

"Add thou not unto his words" (Proverbs 30:6). This commandment is expanded and made a part of the New Testament. "If any man shall add unto the words of the prophecy of this book, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in the book; and if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take his part from the tree of life, and out of the holy city, which are written in this book" (Revelation 22:18-19). (See our comment on this passage in Vol. 12 (Revelation), of the New Testament commentaries.)

Verse 7
A PRAYER
"Two things have I asked of thee;
Deny me them not before I die:

Remove far from me falsehood and lies;

Give me neither poverty nor riches;

Feed me with the food that is needful for me:

Lest I be full, and deny thee, and say, Who is Jehovah?

Or lest I be poor, and steal,

And use profanely the name of my God."

The two requests are (1) that he may be kept free of falsehood and lies, and (2) that he may be spared the temptations of being either rich or poor. The first of these is a request that God will aid him in the inward purity of life, "For the removal from him of all forms of falsehood, hollowness and hypocrisy";[12] and, secondly, that God will spare him the temptations identified with two extreme conditions of life, namely, poverty and riches.

Verse 10
AN ISOLATED MAXIM
"Slander not a servant with his master, Lest he curse thee, and thou be found guilty."
A slander, of course, is an evil, untruthful saying against someone. Clarke noted that, "The proverb warns against bringing a false accusation against a servant, lest thou be found guilty of the falsehood, and the servant curse thee for traducing his character, and in his turn, traduce thine. A general rule also appears here, `Do not meddle with other people's servants.'"[13]
Verse 11
A SERIES OF TETRADS
(A tetrad is a wise saying with four lines or four elements.)

1
"There is a generation that curse their father, and bless not their mother.
There is a generation that are pure in their own eyes,

And yet are not washed from their filthiness.

There is a generation, oh how lofty are their eyes! And their eyelids are lifted up.

There is a generation whose teeth are as swords, and their jaw-teeth as knives,

To devour the poor from off the earth, and the needy from among men."

"In all of these sequences of three things, yea, four, it is the climactic fourth that is emphasized."[14] This was a commonly accepted teaching device among the Jews. The first two chapters of Amos are an example of this method. Harris noted that Jesus also utilized the same device, as for example, in the Beatitudes of the Sermon on the Mount,[15] where one finds two tetrads (Matthew 5:3-6; and Matthew 5:7-10). The evil character of the generation described here strongly resembles that which is described in the prophecy of Amos.

Verse 15
2
"The horseleach hath two daughters, crying, Give, give.
There are three things that are never satisfied,

Yea, four that say not, Enough:

Sheol, and the barren womb;

The earth that is not satisfied with water;

And the fire that saith not, Enough.

The eye that mocketh at his father,

And despiseth to obey his mother,

The ravens of the valley shall pick it out,

And the young eagles shall eat it."

It is noted that the verses do not follow the patterns of the tetrads; and, now and then, one finds a verse (Proverbs 30:17) that is diverse from the pattern. Fritsch wrote that, "Proverbs 30:17 is probably misplaced."[16] The 'eagles' are generally identified here as vultures; and the implication of the young eagles eating the eyes of the disobedient son is that, "His body was left unburied."[17]
Verse 18
3
"There are three things which are too wonderful for me,
Yea, four which I know not:

The way of an eagle in the air;

The way of a serpent on a rock;

The way of a ship in the midst of the sea;

And the way of a man with a maiden.

So is the way of an adulterous woman;

She eateth, and wipeth her mouth,

And saith, I have done no wickedness."

In the preceding tetrad, the concurrence of the four things was in their insatiable nature; here the quadruple likeness is that, "They leave no trace behind them."[18] Fritsch wrote that the reference in the fourth instance here was, "To sexual union, or possibly defloration";[19] but his support of that opinion was weak.

Of course, the adulteress that eats and wipes her mouth is a metaphor describing her casual immorality and has nothing to do with eating.

Verse 21
4
"For three things the earth doth tremble,
And for four which it cannot bear.

For a servant when he is king;

And a fool when he is filled with food;

For an odious woman when she is married;

And a handmaid that is heir to her mistress."

The cases cited here are of people in relatively inferior positions who find themselves suddenly promoted; and the intimation of the passage is that, "They then become excessively pretentious, arrogant and disagreeable."[20] Some have discovered an element of humor in the situations mentioned here.

Verse 24
5
"There are four things which are little upon the earth,
But they are exceeding wise:

The ants are a people not strong,

Yet they provide their food in the summer;

The conies are but a feeble folk,

Yet make they their houses in the rocks;

The locusts have no king,

Yet go they forth all of them by bands;

The lizard taketh hold with her hands,

Yet is she in king's palaces."

Other translations give us "badgers"[21] for `conies' in Proverbs 30:26, or "rock-rabbits,"[22] "mormats,"[23] or "the rabbit."[24] Why don't we just stay with the rendition, "conies," as in the NIV?[25]
On Proverbs 30:28, the KJV has: "The spider taketh hold with her hands, and is in king's palaces."[26] Nearly all the recent renditions give us 'lizard' here instead of spider; but, there is no doubt that this first line bears the translation, "taketh hold with her hands";[27] and that fits 'spider' a hundred times better than it fits `lizard.' Add to that the fact that `holding a lizard in one's hand' is rather ridiculous, even for men, and absolutely impossible as far as women are concerned! All in all, we overwhelmingly prefer the KJV in this verse.

We should not overlook the lesson here. Although the creatures mentioned here are very small and weak, God has endowed them with instinctive wisdom that perpetuates them. In contrast with that, man himself, who is also week and small, has been endowed with reason and intelligence; and if he would be guided by true wisdom `from God' as faithfully as these exceedingly small creatures are guided by what God gave them, the happiness and continuity of man would be prolonged.

Verse 29
6
"There are three things which are stately in their march,
Yea, four which are stately in going:

The lion, which is mightiest among beasts

And turneth not away for any;

The greyhound; the he-goat also;

And the king against whom there is no rising up."

"Strutting cock"[28] replaces `greyhound' in many of the ancient versions; and the RSV has followed them. However, "greyhound"[29] and "war-horse"[30] are also legitimate renditions. A significant thing about this whole chapter is that, "There is no philosophizing or moralizing in it."[31] The graphic, well defined pictures that are presented here are loaded with spiritual implications and moral teachings; but they are not pointed out. "The theological implications are left implicit, enriching the observer's delight, if he has eyes to see, but not intruding upon it."[32]
Verse 32
A SEXTET ON PRIDE AND ANGER
"If thou hast done foolishly in lifting up thyself,
Or if thou hast thought evil,

Lay thy hand upon thy mouth.

For the churning of milk bringeth forth butter,

And the wringing of the nose bringeth forth blood;

But the forcing of wrath bringeth forth strife."

"Forcing wrath" is a reference to "harping on a matter," continual complaining, criticizing, or in any other manner prosecuting another with exhibitions of one's displeasure or animosity. To do such a thing brings forth violence and strife just as naturally as churning brings forth butter, or wringing the nose makes it bleed. The antidote for this type of disaster is in the first three lines: "Lay thy hand upon thy mouth." Many an altercation, and some which have issued in fatal consequences, could have been easily avoided, if all men could learn the wisdom of keeping their mouths shut. This proverb is an eloquent plea for exactly that grace to be adopted and practiced by men.
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Verse 1
Proverbs 31:1
"The words of Lemuel; the oracle which his mother taught him."
This verse is rendered differently in some translations: "The word of Lemuel, king of Massa, which his mother taught him."[1] "These are the solemn words which King Lemuel's mother said to him."[2] If these renditions should be allowed (and we seriously doubt it), then Lemuel was not even an Israelite. "Massa was an Arab tribe descended from Abraham through Ishmael (Genesis 25:14)";[3] but there is no record whatever of any such thing as a state called Massa ruled by a king. See the comment on Proverbs 30:1 regarding the importance of translating the word here as "oracle," indicating the authority of the passage. "There is no need to suppose that Lemuel was the author of that beautiful poem on the perfect wife that follows."[4] That Lemuel himself was indeed a king appears in his mother's words, although, "king of what," no one knows.

McGee and others have supposed that Lemuel was the same as King Solomon. "Lemuel was Bathsheba's `pet name' for her son Solomon."[5] There's nothing in this passage that sounds like Bathsheba to this writer.

Verse 2
THE WORDS OF LEMUEL
"What, my son? and what, O son of my womb?
And what, O son of my vows?

Give not thy strength unto women,

Nor thy ways to that which destroyeth kings.

It is not for kings, O Lemuel, it is not for kings to drink wine;

Nor for princes to say, Where is strong drink?

Lest they drink, and forget the law,

And pervert the justice that is due to any that are afflicted.

Give strong drink unto him that is ready to perish,

And wine unto the bitter in soul:

Let him drink, and forget his poverty,

And remember his misery no more.

Open thy mouth for the dumb,

In the cause of all such that are left desolate.

Open thy mouth, judge righteously,

And minister justice to the poor and needy."

"O son of my vows" (Proverbs 31:2). This suggests that, He was given to his mother in response to her vows, as was Samuel (1 Samuel 1:11).

"Give not thy strength unto women" (Proverbs 31:3). The parallel line suggests that failure to heed this warning is indeed the "way that destroys kings."

"It is not for kings ... it is not for kings to drink wine" (Proverbs 31: 4). This is not a double warning against "excessive drinking" of wine, but against "drinking wine." Furthermore, the warning is just as valid for private citizens as it is for kings and for everyone else who is not "ready to perish."

Drinking alcoholic beverages, "Opens all the sanctuaries of nature, exposes all its weakness and follies, multiplies sins and uncovers the nakedness of both soul and body. It takes a man's soul into imprisonment more than any other vice, completely disarming a man of his reason and wisdom. More and more, those who thus indulge become less and less a man and more and more a fool!"[6]
"Give strong drink unto him that is ready to perish" (Proverbs 31:6). The proper use of alcohol appears here. In the Bible, "Alcohol is considered to have its proper use, not as an intoxicating drink, but for medicinal and restorative purposes (1 Timothy 5:23)."[7]
Fritsch in the Interpreter's Bible wrote, "These words deprecate overindulgence";[8] but Harris wrote more wisely, "This is not an allowance of moderate drinking, as Fritsch suggests. It recommends alcohol as a drug."[9] "Upon the basis of this proverb, the noble women of Jerusalem gave a potion of strong drink to malefactors condemned to death, a potion which Jesus refused (Mark 15:23)."[10]
These nine verses taken as a whole are primarily concerned, on the part of Lemuel's mother, that her son should avoid the pitfalls of sex and liquor. After all, as Harris said, "Wine, women and song are the old debasing trio";[11] and if one wishes to stay innocent in this regard, it is not nearly enough to "quit singing"!

There follows next in this final chapter an acrostic, "An alphabetical poem on the Virtuous Woman; and the alphabet here is regular, unlike the acrostics in Lamentations and Psalms 119, where minor reversals of certain letters and a few other irregularities are found. The most important thing to remember about these alphabetical portions of the Bible, is that according to recently discovered Ugarit writings using this format during the fifteenth century B.C., alphabetical writings are no longer any evidence whatever of a late date."[12]
Verse 10
THE VIRTUOUS WOMAN
'aleph='

"A worthy woman who can find, For her price is far above rubies."
beth=b,v

"The heart of her husband trusteth in her, And he shall have no lack of gain."
gimel=g,gh

"She doeth him good and not evil All the days of her life."
daleth=d

"She seeketh wool and flax, And worketh willingly with her hands."
he=h

"She is like the merchant-ships; She bringeth her bread from afar."
waw=w

"She riseth also while it is yet night, And giveth food to her household, And their task to her maidens."
zayin=z

"She considereth a field, and buyeth it; With the fruit of her hands she planteth a vineyard."
beth=k,kh

"She girdeth her loins with strength, And maketh strong her arms."
teth=T

"She perceiveth that her merchandise is profitable; Her lamp goeth not out by night."
yodh=y

"She layeth her hands to the distaff, And her hands take hold of the spindle."
kaph=k[5],kh

She stretcheth out her hand to the poor; Yea, she reacheth forth her hands to the needy.

lamed=l

"She is not afraid of the snow for her household; For all her household are clothed with scarlet."
mem=m

"She maketh for herself carpets of tapestry; Her clothing is fine linen and purple."
nun=n

"Her husband is known in the gates, When he sitteth among the elders of the land."
camek=c (with an "s" sound)

"She maketh linen garments and selleth them, And delivereth girdles unto the merchant."
`ayin=`

"Strength and dignity are her clothing; And she laugheth at the time to come."
pe=p,f

"She openeth her mouth with wisdom; And the law of kindness is on her tongue."
tsade=ts

"She looketh well to the ways of her household, And eateth not the bread of idleness."
koph=q

"Her children rise up and call her blessed; Her husband also, and he praises her, saying,"
resh=r

"Many daughters have done worthily, But thou excellest them all."
sin=s

shin=sh

"Grace is deceitful, and beauty is vain; But a woman that feareth Jehovah, she shall be praised."
tav=t,th

"Give her of the fruit of her hands; And let her works praise her in the gates."
This poem needs no explanation. It is a brilliant description, not only of the ideal Jewish wife of Israel's ancient history, but also of the typical wife of those American pioneers who built our nation, for this ideal was generally adopted by that whole generation of Bible-reading, God-fearing people who built a civilization in the wilderness of North America. This truth is illustrated by the fact that this poem has been publicly read at the funerals of thousands of women during this century and the last, many occasions having been those in which this writer read the chapter.

"This beautiful poem is a fitting climax to the Book of Proverbs."[13] Throughout Proverbs, we have had all kinds of warnings against women who are prostitutes, adulterous, contentious, nagging, etc., but here we have emphasis upon the woman who is truly noble.

Her many wonderful qualities are thrift, industry, kindness, compassion, efficiency, business sense, discretion, discernment, true love, faithfulness and all the other graces and virtues of true womanhood. However, her crowning glory is mentioned in the concluding verses: "A WOMAN THAT FEARETH JEHOVAH"! There is no ability or achievement that surpasses the sacred worthiness of a truly Christian woman. Blessed be her name for ever! Those who fail to find salvation and fulfillment in Christ Jesus, regardless of other so-called achievements and successes, have failed totally.

The worthy woman in view here was wealthy, having servants of her own, money to purchase a field; and her husband was one of the "city fathers," sitting in the gates; and she stands as a paradigm of the Old Testament ideal of womanhood. This Old Testament ideal needs the enhancement of New Testament values, in which the poor widow who cast her last two mites into the treasury was awarded the praise of the Head of our holy religion, and in which the destitute woman with the issue of blood, a Gentile dog in the eyes of her contemporaries, exhibited a faith which Christ found, "No, not in Israel."

Nevertheless, this ideal of the "Worthy Woman" is exactly the one which was exhibited by the vast majority of the pioneer women of America who, in a very real sense, were the architects of our current civilization. This writer's mother, and both his maternal and paternal grandmothers, as well as those corresponding ancestors of this writer's wife, fully measured up to what is stated here of the "Worthy Woman." They were THAT KIND OF WOMEN. There's altogether a new breed of women in vogue today; and it is far too early to give an accurate appraisal of the consequences. However, we are sure, as Jamieson stated it, that, "Upon the ability of the women of this generation to measure up to the ideals of this marvelous portrait of the Worthy Woman, there rest untold results in the domestic, and religious welfare of our nation."[14]; GOD HELP THE WOMEN OF OUR DAY TO RECOGNIZE IN JESUS CHRIST THEIR TRUE LIBERATOR!

